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“Your Value”

Jarrod Jacobs

f anyone wants to
know his actual value,
consider the value
God and Satan have
placed upon you. You
see, by words and ac-

tions, they have placed a value or

worth upon each one of us. What

is it?

Satan’s Estimate Of Man’s
Value

We get a good idea of what
Satan thinks man is worth in
Matthew 4. This text records the
account of one of Christ’s temp-
tations. Read Matthew 4:1-11 (or
Luke 4:1-13) for the entire con-
text. We will focus upon Mat-
thew 4:8-9 where it says, “Again,
the devil taketh him up into an ex-
ceeding high mountain, and sheweth
him all the kingdoms of the world,
and the glory of them; And saith unto
him, All these things will I give thee,
if thou wilt fall down and worship
me.”

Perhaps we have read this be-
fore and wondered what use
Christ would have with the build-
ings, gold, silver, etc., of the
world. The truth is, He has no
use for such things (Ps. 50:10;
Acts 17:24-25). In truth, Satan,
being the “god of this world”, ‘the
prince of this world” and “the prince
of the power of the air” (Il Cor. 4:8-
9; Jn. 12:31, 14:30, 16:11; Eph.
2:2) was not offering Jesus build-
ings and lands, but was offering
Him the people, the souls who
occupied those lands!

In simple terms, Christ was
offered every soul’s subjection by

Satan. Christ was tempted to avoid
the cross, the suffering, the rejec-
tion, and all, by just worshipping
Satan! Think about it: This is Sa-
tan’s estimation of every person! He
would gladly give away every per-
son on earth if he could just have
Christ as his servant! To him, you
and I are but pawns in his twisted,
selfish work.
God’s Estimate Of Man’s

Value

In contrast with Satan, God’s
estimate of man’s value is far differ-
ent. Instead of looking for things He
might consider more ‘“valuable”
than us, God sent His only begotten
Son as a sacrifice for us (Jn. 3:16).
This sacrifice was first promised in
Genesis 3:15, and as we read the
Bible, we see this “theme” of re-
demption echoing throughout its
pages. God’s redemption for man is
offered to us out of love and mercy
so that we do not die in our sins
(Matt. 20:28; Rom. 5:6-8).

When Jesus stood before Pilate,
He declared that He had come into
this world to die (Jn. 18:36-37). His
was a selfless sacrifice where He
gave Himself to die upon the cross
so that the souls of humanity could
be saved from sin (I Pet. 1:18-19). Is
there not a clearer contrast between
Satan’s estimation of man and
God’s?

God And Satan’s Estimate Of
Christ’s Value

Before we move on, we must
also note something special about
Christ’s value. Notice that Satan
thought Christ was so valuable that
he was ready to trade all of human-

ity just so Christ would worship him
(Matt. 4:8-9). Though he has the wor-
ship and following of so many, he was
ready to give up all humanity for Christ!
This tells us the value Satan placed on
Christ.

In contrast, we see God looking to
Christ as the only One who could be the
sacrifice for man (Rev. 13:8b). No one
else could be the sacrifice, for no one
else could accomplish what was neces-
sary (ex: Ezek. 14:12-20; Jn. 1:29).

Again, we see our value when we
reflect on Christ’s value. Matthew 4 re-
veals Satan plotting a way to get Christ
to sin by discarding man. Thus, spiritual
harm would come to all. In contrast,
God planned a way to preserve man
through Christ so that humanity can be
in Heaven with Christ (IT Pet. 3:9)!

Conclusion

Now that we understand Satan’s and
God’s estimation of our value, why are
we continuing to fall into Satan’s snares
(Jas. 1:14-15; I Jn. 2:15-17)? Satan does
not love us. He is a liar and murderer
from the beginning (Jn. 8:44). He lurks
and hunts for folks to devour (I Pet. 5:8).
He makes sin seem so sweet, lovely, and
fulfilling; yet it is full of rottenness and
filth (Heb. 11:26; II Pet. 2:19-22).

Let us stop falling for his lies. Let us
open our eyes and see the truth. God
loves us and has provided the best for
us. He has given us a way to be saved
(Mk. 16:16), and if we will be faithful for
our short lives (Jas. 4:14), we can enjoy
an eternity in Heaven (Rev. 2:10; II
Tim. 4:6-8; Rom. 8:16-18; II Cor. 4:17).
While on earth, we see that we are
blessed people when we belong to Him
(Eph. 1:3; T Pet. 3:10-12). We are truly
valuable to God. To Him, we are price-
less; to Satan, we are worthless! Why
not leave sin and selfishness and

follow the only One who be- | m
lieves we have real value. 5 4

“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16)
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The Old
Testament

Aude McKee

he Old Testament is

an amazing produc-

tion. The book has

over thirty authors,

and each one was

Spirit guided (II Pet.
1:20-21). The fact that it is no
longer binding is plainly taught
in such passages as II Cor. 3:6-
16, Eph. 2:11-18, and Col. 2:13-
14; but to say that part of God’s
word has outlived its usefulness
would be altogether false.
Augustine has been given the
credit for saying, “The Old Tes-
tament is the New Testament
concealed; the New Testament is
the Old Testament re-
vealed.” Think how deprived we
would be without access to all
the prophecies about Jesus Christ
and His kingdom that are found
in the Old Testament. Can you
imagine studying Hebrews with-
out some knowledge of the Old
Testament? There is not a chap-
ter in the book that does not rely
heavily on types, shadows, and
illustrations from the Old Testa-
ment. Consider all the wonderful
examples that enrich and
strengthen our lives. The serpent
on the pole, Naaman dipping
seven times in the Jordan, Moses
and his meekness, Job’s pa-
tience, Elijah and courage, and
Joseph and divine providence to
name a few. Then you go all the
way back to Cain and Abel to
find God beginning to stretch a
scarlet line of blood that reaches
to the cross (Heb. 9:15). And
what a loss not to have the
beauty of the Psalms and practi-
cal wisdom of Proverbs. Our
lives are indeed the richer be-
cause of our study of the Old
Testament.

Edi t or Bebw if\agHorear-
ticle concerning a woman Wwho

went to the dr. to kill her unborn
child. Read it carefully. =JJ

A Bette

Author Unknown

worried woman
went to her ob-gyn
and said, “Doctor, I
have a serious prob-
lem and desperately
need you to help
me! My baby is not even one year
old yet and I am pregnant again. [

'77

don’t want kids so close together!

So the doctor said, “Okay, what
do you want me to do?”
She said, “I want to end my preg-
nancy, and I'm counting on your
help for this.”

The doctor thought for a little
and after some silence he said to
the lady, “I think I have a better
solution for your problem. It’s less
dangerous for you, too.” She
smiled, thinking the doctor was
going to accept her request.

Then he continued, “In order
for you not to have to take care of
two babies at the same time, let’s
kill the one in your arms. This way
you can rest some before the other

one is born. If we are going to kill one it
doesn’t matter which one it is. There
would be no risk to your body if we
choose the one in your arms.”

The lad rﬁs ﬁed id, 1<|?I
croctor'H Sl le! tsa imé to llao
child!”

“I agree,” said the doctor. “But you

seemed to be okay with it, so I thought
maybe that was the best solution.”

The doctor had convinced the mom.
There is no difference in killing a child
that’s already born and one that’s still in
the womb. The crime is still the same.

“Before I formed you in your mothers womb;
and before you came forth out of the womb I
knew you,” Jeremiah 1:5.
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David Said: The blessed man will
not associate with evil people,
oBut his delight is in the law of the
LORD; and in his law doth he
meditate day and phig
(Ps. 1:1-2).

Something to Think About é Is
the Bible vyour delight, or
something that is keeping you
from doing what you like???
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse!
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“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16)




