
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

he false doctrine of 
p r e m i l l e n i a l i s m 

(Christ’s return to 
earth to rule for 1000 

years) is deeply in-
grained in our society. 

It is therefore necessary that we, 
as children of God, arm ourselves 

with the truth so that we can 
show people the truth concerning 

Christ’s promised return (Acts 
1:9-11; I Thess. 4:13-18; etc.). A 

study of the Bible shows us that 
Christ will not return to walk the 

earth. In fact, such teaching is 
contradictory to plain statements 

in Scripture. Therefore, “Why 
bring Christ back to the earth?” 

His Mission Of Redemption 
Is Complete. 

 Ephesians 1:7-10 says, “In 
whom we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac-

cording to the riches of his grace; 
Wherein he hath abounded toward us 

in all wisdom and prudence; Having 
made known unto us the mystery of 
his will, according to his good pleas-

ure which he hath purposed in him-
self: That in the dispensation of the 

fulness of times he might gather to-
gether in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which 

are on earth; even in him.” Seeing 

that this age is the “fulness of 

times”, God has gathered “together 

in one all things.” Thus, we now 

have the Plan of Salvation in its 

fullness and simplicity, “in 

Christ.” Why do we need Christ 

to come back to earth? We have 
redemption now through Christ’s 

shed blood (Col. 1:13-14). 
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His Revelation Is Complete. 
 Let us read Jude 3. “Beloved, 

when I gave all diligence to write unto 
you of the common salvation, it was 

needful for me to write unto you, and 
exhort you that ye should earnestly con-
tend for the faith which was once deliv-

ered unto the saints.”  Jude stated that 

“the faith” (gospel) was given once. 

This means that “the faith” was 

once and for all delivered unto the 
saints. Jesus is not going to reveal 
any “new” doctrine to man. It is 

not going to be delivered again. Hu-
manity has had access to Christ’s 

complete doctrine since the first 
century. 

His Authority Is Complete. 
 In Matthew 28:18-20, we read, 
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in 

heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. 

Amen.” When Christ commanded 

His disciples, He did so by His au-
thority. We know He had all au-

thority back then, because it was 
exercised in the pardon of those 

baptized on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:38). They were convicted of 

sin, and wanted relief from that sin. 
They were told the conditions of 

salvation, and about 3000 were bap-
tized “in the name of the Jesus 

Christ” (by His authority)!  Jesus 

had as much authority then as He 
does now; all authority!! How then 

can He return and claim more au-

thority when He has all of it right now?? 
 In addition to this, Colossians 3:17 

tells us, “And whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by 

him.” All things we do must be by His 

name or authority. In like manner, the 
Philippians were told, “Wherefore God 

also hath highly exalted him, and given him 
a name which is above every name: That at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; And that every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11). 

The word “name” means “position, 
rank, and title.” A position calls for both 

rank and title, and this is what Christ 
has. Christ has authority no one else can 

have. He has a position no one else can 
obtain. Seeing these things are true, then 

to bring Christ to the earth would actu-
ally be a demotion in position, rank, and 

title! Why do this? 

His Kingdom Is Complete. 
 The kingdom of Christ is with us to-
day, for those who are Christians are 

“translated” (transferred/transplanted) 

into this kingdom (Col. 1:13; Heb. 

12:28). II Timothy 4:1 says, “I charge thee 
therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 
dead at his appearing and his kingdom…." 

To follow premillenialism puts one in 
the position of believing either the judg-

ment is too early, or the kingdom is too 
late. According to Paul, we are in the 

kingdom and will be judged by His laws. 
Who will you believe? The apostle Paul, 

or those promoting their own cause? 

His Glory Is Complete. 
 Let us look now to I Peter 1:19-21. 
There it says, “But with the precious blood 

of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot: Who verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world, but was 

manifest in these last times for you, Who by 
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that? By general observation. I know there 
are experiences and things that come to 

pass in our lives that make us feel more 
keenly that we are rushing on down to an 

open tomb, that make us more conscious 
of the fact that we are beating funeral 

marches to the confines of the dead. Some 
spell of sickness, the burial of some loved 

one, some tragedy has come so close as to 
make people recognize the danger, thus 

prompting them to resolve within them-
selves: “I expect to become obedient unto 

the gospel of Christ.” Therefore, preach 
the first principles. Why? People attend-

ing that never have before; some account-
able now that were not when the last 

meeting was held; some by virtue of var-
ied sundry circumstances interested now 

who have not hitherto so been. 
(Hardeman’s Tabernacle Sermons, 

Vol. 4, p. 14-15) 

Editor’s Note: 
 Peter said it best when he wrote, 
“Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you 
always in remembrance of these things, though 

ye know them, and be established in the present 
truth. Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in 

this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in 
remembrance; Knowing that shortly I must put 
off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus 

Christ hath shewed me. Moreover I will en-
deavour that ye may be able after my decease to 

have these things always in remembrance” (I 

Pet. 1:12-15). Today, we need 

more of such preaching and re-
minding, not less! 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
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Why Teach First 
Principles?  

N.B. Hardeman (1874-1965) 

 

hy preach again 
first principles of 

the gospel of 
Christ? I look out 

over the audience 
and see silver 

haired sires along with other breth-
ren that have been knowing the 

truth for numbers of years, and I 
wonder if you do not think: “Is he 

to preach again on faith, repen-
tance, confession, and baptism for 

the remission of sins? Why, 
Brother Hardeman, we understand 

that.” Doubtless a large part of you 
do; but mark it: There are people 

attending this meeting now and 
shall hereafter, who know no more 

about the gospel today than some 
of you preachers did twenty-five, or 

thirty years ago. It is just as neces-
sary to show this present genera-
tion the distinctive plea of the gos-

pel of Christ as it was for our ears 
to have been greeted by it in the 

years gone by. Second, there are 
people accountable to God today 

that were not accountable last year, 
and for that reason let us tell it over 

and over again. In the third place, 
there are people interested now 

who were not, at the last meeting 
in Nashville. Well, how do I know 

him do believe in God, that raised 
him up from the dead, and gave him 

glory; that your faith and hope might 

be in God.” Also, in John 17:5, 

we read, “And now, O Father, glo-
rify thou me with thine own self with 

the glory which I had with thee be-

fore the world was.” These pas-

sages show us that His glory is 
complete. Just as His name was 

above every name, so His glory 
is the same. To bring Jesus to 

this earth again would only di-
minish the glory He now has. 

His Work Is Complete. 
 In John 17:4, we read “I have 

glorified thee on the earth: I have 
finished the work which thou gavest 

me to do.” In connection with 

this, read John 19:30: “When Je-

sus therefore had received the vine-
gar, he said, It is finished: and he 
bowed his head, and gave up the 

ghost.” Jesus knew when His 

work was complete. In other 

words, there is nothing left for 
Jesus to do on earth! Jesus 

plainly said many times that He 
came to do His Father’s work, 

and to please His Father. At the 
end of His earth-life He said, “It 

is finished.” Christ knew He had 

done all His Father had com-
manded, now it is up to us to 

realize it! 

We Are Complete. 
 The book of Colossians 2:10 
reads, “And ye are complete in him, 

which is the head of all principality 

and power.” Christ has completed 

the work given Him. He has 
completed His institution, the 

church, and has made us com-
plete in it. Why would Christ 

need to return to earth? 

Conclusion 
 There is no need for Christ to 
return to the earth, for He has 

done all He is going to do, and 
has been given all glory, domin-

ion, and power. Why bring my 
Lord and Savior to earth and 

demote Him? Friends, do not fall 
for the premillenial error! 


