
Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. (Jer. 6:16) 

 

e welcome you to 
our first annual 

Valentine s Day 
celebration. Since 
this is a day when 
folks think about 

love and romance,  we thought 
about the greatest expression of 
love on earth, God s love (Jn. 
3:16). So, the elders decided to 
begin our worship with our little 
ones performing a skit this morn-
ing to remind us of God s love 
for man. One Bible verse will be 
read concerning the love of God, 
and then one of the ladies will 
come to the pulpit and read a 
poem about love.  

A little later, brother Jeff 
Lankford will lead us in songs 
which relate to this special day. 
We also have a guest speaker to-
day who will speak about love 
languages and how we can 
show love toward others in a post
-modern society and where cul-
tures are merged together in the 
world economy. Unfortunately, 
he is not a Christian, but the eld-
ers have talked with him about 
this, and have decided to go 
ahead and let him speak because 
he has given many stirring 
speeches on love in his career. 
Please make sure and look under 
the seats, as you will find some-
thing sweet for all the 

sweethearts that are assembled 
with us today.  

Due to time constraints, we 
will not partake of the Lord s 
Supper today. We plan on doing 
this next week, though. We will 
also forego any prayers today 
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because there will be a lot of visi-
tors, and we don t want them to be 
offended, or get the wrong idea 
about us. We don t want people to 
think we re some kind of cult, but 
want them to return, and visit on 
their terms, in a comforting, non-
threatening, non-confrontational, 
atmosphere. Perhaps next week we 
will offer up prayers to God.  

Our evening services are can-
celled  because we know that there 
are many who wish to be with fam-
ily/ friends during this holiday. We 
at Southside understand this, and 
hope that all will have a wonderful 
Valentine s Day. We will look for 
you back again next week!  

P.S. Don t forget that our St. 
Patrick s Day observance is coming 
up. Be sure and check the bulletin 
board and keep up-to-date on all the 
celebrations and special services 
planned this year! 

But Seriously, Folks .  
What did you think as you read 

those paragraphs above? Were you 
shocked? D ismayed? Amused? 
Would you be surprised to learn 
that some of our brethren, are doing 
some of these things? The only dif-
ference between them and what is 
described above, is that I combined 
the activities into one day. They 
simply practice them piece-meal.

  

I know of a congregation in Lex-
ington, KY who, for a whole week, 
gathered folks together to learn 
about creation, and never prayed to 
God one time! They sung no 
psalms, hymns, or spiritual songs 
(Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), and the Bible 
was not preached! Why? Put sim-

ply, it is because they thought they 
would appeal to the evolutionist in a 
way he would accept rather than using 
the Bible he would not accept! (With 
this kind of reasoning, when would it 
ever be the right time to present the 
Bible to him?) I know of several congre-
gations in this part of the world who en-
gage in plays/ skits during their VBS. 
They have their young ones practice in 
their Bible classes, and then have 
them perform for the rest of the group. I 
don t know where it has happened on a 
Sunday (yet), but if they could do such 
Monday-Friday (and they did), why not 
Sunday, too? Too, I am aware of folks 
who have justified women usurping au-
thority (I Tim. 2:11-14), by saying, She 
was asked by the elders, so it is OK. 
Some have said, She is more qualified 
than the men here, so she is the one who 
needs to (preach, lead songs, be an elder 
or deacon, etc.) Such reasoning contra-
dicts plain passages of Scripture. Finally, 
there are also congregations of God s 
people who allow false teachers in their 
midst under the pretense that, He won t 
teach it from the pulpit. We have an 
agreement. Brethren, where will it end?  

In all seriousness, what we do today 
we do every Sunday. We re assembled 
this morning to worship God in spirit 
and in truth

 

(Jn. 4:24). We worship God 
through: singing praises to God, prayer, 
partaking of the Lord s Supper, preach-
ing, and giving of our means (Acts 2:42, 
20:7; Eph. 5:19; I Cor. 16:1-2; etc.). We 
do this every first day of the week, be-
cause this was commanded and is the 
example left for us by the apostles of 
Christ (Acts 2:42, 20:7; I Cor. 16:2). 
When deciding who will occupy the pul-
pit, we recognize that only those men 
who are faithful and able

 

will be 
preaching the word

 

to us (II Tim. 2:2, 
4:2). Those who have fellowship with 
God, have fellowship with us; and for us 



Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. (Jer. 6:16) 

 

Jesus And 
Melchizedek 

Mike Thomas, Beaver Dam, KY  

he writer of Hebrews 
makes a comparison 
between Melchize-
dek s reign as priest 
and king of Salem, 
and Jesus reign as 

priest and king of His kingdom, 
the church (chap. 7). Why was 
this comparison made and what 
is its significance?  

Jesus was like Melchizedek in 
that He did not inherit His role 
as priest through a natural blood-
line. The only ones God permit-
ted to serve as priests under the 
Law of Moses were those of the 
tribe of Levi. Any violators of 
this were to be put to death 
(Num. 3:10). Jesus authority as 
high priest came in the same 
manner as Melchizedek s: sepa-
rate from the Law of Moses and 
without human ancestry. In this 

instrumental music in the New Testa-
ment, it also shows their ignorance re-
garding the Old Covenant. We are under 
a new law and have a new, non-Levitical 
high priest in Jesus. To return to the Law 
is to fall from grace (Gal. 5:4) and rees-
tablishes a covenant that forbids Jesus 
from serving as priest. The same would 
be true of those who seek to defend the 
Ten Commandments as a current cove-
nant from God. This was part of the law 
God gave the Jews (Ex. 34:28) and are 
not His will for His people today, else we 
could use them for the remission of sins. 
People may mean well in fighting for the 
public display of the Ten Command-
ments, but in reality they are fighting for 
a covenant that cannot save and would 
forbid Christ from serving as priest. The 
true and honorable fight God wants us to 
wage is to uphold the covenant of Christ, 
which also forbids things like adultery, 
lying and theft (Eph. 4:17-5:7). The real 
fight we have is not in getting copies of 
the Ten Commandments in our schools 
and courtrooms, but in presenting every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus

 

(Col. 1:28). Our 
passion should be in telling the world of 
the one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all

 

(Eph. 4:5-6).   
God has made this Jesus both Lord 

and Christ (Acts 2:36). Therefore, 
whatever you do in word or deed, do 

all in the name of the Lord Je-
sus

 

(Col. 3:17).  
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sense, Melchizedek was without 
father, without mother, without geneal-
ogy

 
(Heb. 7:3). He was a priest 

because God declared him to be
well before the establishment of the 
Law of Moses and the Levitical 
priesthood. If the father of the Isra-
elite nation himself (Abraham) rec-
ognized Melchizedek s authority 
by paying tithes to him (Heb. 7:2), 
the Jews should recognize and sub-
mit to the authority of Jesus. Both 
men were made priests by the com-
mandment of God.    

When Jesus was declared priest 
and king, it necessarily implied 
God had replaced the covenant He 
had through Moses and the Leviti-
cal priesthood. The fact that Jesus 
was of the tribe of Judah proved 
that God no longer upheld the or-
der of the old law. Therefore, if per-
fection were through the Levitical 
priesthood (for under it the people re-
ceived the law), what further need was 
there that another priest should rise 
according to the order of Melchizedek, 
and not be called according to the order 
of Aaron? For the priesthood being 
changed, of necessity there is also a 
change of the law

 

(Heb. 7:11-12).   
Those who use mechanical in-

struments in worship will some-
times turn to the Law of Moses to 
justify their actions. God permit-
ted the Jews to use them, so why 
wouldn t He permit us to do the 
same? This not only proves a per-
son is unable to find authority for 

to receive

 
any man ( sincere 

or nice as he may be) who is 
not teaching the truth, makes us 
a  partaker of his evil deeds

 
(II Jn. 

10-11). We will also meet this 
evening at 5:00 p.m.. It is still the 
Lord s day (Heb. 10:25). We will 
gather at 5:00 p.m. for the same 
purpose that brought us here this 
morning: worshipping God in 
spirit and in truth.

  

The world thinks it knows 
how to win folks. Yet, the 
world s way of winning people 
and the Lord s way are diametri-
cally opposed. Therefore, let us 
not fall into the trap of following 
the world, but let us be satisfied 
to do things the Lord s way. He 
has told us what He expects in 
worship, as well as how to please 
Him day-by-day (Col. 3:17; Jn. 
4:24). When we do things the 
Lord s way, we will be 
blessed! 
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