
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

ho was King 
Uzziah? He was 

one of the kings of 
Judah. Chosen to 

rule at the age of 
sixteen following 

his father’s assassination (II 
Chron. 25:27-28); Uzziah (also 

called Azariah, II Kings 15) ruled 
for 52 years in Judah. 

 
 Uzziah was a man truly 

blessed by God, but he squan-
dered it all because he became 

filled with pride. As a result of his 
pride, he sinned before God 

(Prov. 16:18). Please understand, 
this did not happen overnight. He 
began his reign as a very faithful 

person, and he enjoyed many 
happy years reaping the benefits 

and blessings from his relation-
ship with God. Sadly, the good 

he did was overshadowed by his 
sin and its consequences. 

 
 When we read of Uzziah, we 

find the early part of his rule was 
spent in obedience to God. “He 

did that which was right in the sight 
of the LORD, according to all that 

his father Amaziah did. And he 
sought God in the days of Zechariah, 
who had understanding in the visions 

of God: and as long as he sought the 
LORD, God made him to pros-

per” (II Chron. 26:4-5). During 

this time, “God helped him” fight 

and conquer the enemies of Israel 
(v. 7). Yes, God was in control 

and He made Uzziah to prosper 
and made him great during these 

times. 
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 Not only do we find King 
Uzziah dominant over the enemies 

of the Lord, but we also see him 
active in fortifying Jerusalem, and 

providing for the well-being of the 
people and livestock of Judah (II 

Chron. 26:9-10). In other words, the 
prosperity and blessing was felt 

“from without and within” in the 
kingdom! Truly, the blessings of 

God were raining down upon 
Judah; and Uzziah deserves credit 

for his leadership during this time. 
The first fifteen verses of II Chroni-

cles 26 make it abundantly clear just 
how powerful King Uzziah (and 

Judah) had become because of 
God’s blessings. 
 

 Sadly, this did not last. It was 
not because God lost his power, but 

because Uzziah lost his humility. 
After a time, we learn that Uzziah’s 
“heart was lifted up to his destruction: 
for he transgressed against the Lord his 

God, and went into the temple of the 
Lord to burn incense upon the altar of 

incense” (II Chron. 26:16). Azariah 

and 80 priests were determined to 

stop him from committing this sin, 
but he allowed his anger and arro-

gance to overrule God’s will. As a 
result of his sin, God struck him 
with leprosy. He ran out of the 

Temple (v. 19-20), but it was too 
late. Uzziah suffered with leprosy 

for the rest of his days, living in an 
isolated house, cut off from the 

population (v. 21). 
 

 How could this be? How could 
someone who was “on top” fall so 

low? Sadly, he fell into the same 
trap that God warned the nation 

might fall into in Deuteronomy 8:11-20. 
Notice that God’s warning was that after 

they had eaten and were full, that their 
heart could “be lifted up” and this would 

bring about their downfall. When we 
read II Chronicles 26:16, we see that it 

says when Uzziah was “strong, his heart 
was lifted up to his destruction: for he trans-

gressed against the Lord his God ….” In 

other words, he fell into the very trap 
God had warned about back in Moses’ 

day! This was not the first time, nor was 
it the last time this occurred in history, 
but it is still very tragic that Uzziah fell 

into the trap of arrogance, pride, pre-
sumption, anger, and self-willed action 

that resulted in his downfall. Perhaps the 
only positive we can see coming from 

the last part of Uzziah’s life is that when 
his son Jotham reigned, he did not fol-

low in dad’s footsteps of presumption 
and arrogance (II Chron. 28:2)! 

 
 What lessons can we learn from 

Uzziah’s legacy? Let me suggest that 
first of all, we can learn that when we 

determine to do God’s will, God sees 
and will bless us (Prov. 15:3). Jesus told 

the people, “But seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness; and all these 

things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 

6:33). Those following the Lord’s com-

mands today will certainly enjoy spiri-
tual blessings (Eph.  1:3; Rev. 22:14) as 

well as physical, for God knows how to 
bless His people! (Ps. 37:25) Are we fol-

lowing what the Lord says to do? 
 A second lesson learned is that when 

we obey the Lord, it will cause some to 
be displeased. When I think of Uzziah 

fighting and conquering the Philistines, 
Arabians, and Mehunims, I don’t think 

they were pleased with the situation! 
Too, the Ammonites “gave gifts” (paid 

tribute/paid taxes) to Uzziah. I wonder 
why? Today, when we do what the Lord 

says, and are blessed, others will not like 



“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

been too much of the “method of ap-
proach” preaching, and not enough of the 

Stephen, Paul, Peter and John sort. In a 
Sunday morning Bible class in a certain 

church it was remarked that if Stepehn 
had used the right method of approach, 

those Jews would not have killed him and 
he, perhaps, would have baptized many if 

not most of them. Attention was called to 
the fact that Stephen was “full of the Holy 

Spirit” when he did that preaching and 
the criticism was against the Holy Spirit. 

It was learned that a Bible teacher in one 
of the colleges had made a like statement 

to his class. 
 

 The need of the hour is straight live-
coals-from-the-altar gospel preacher with 

the fire of Stephen, the boldness of Peter 
and John — and with the invincible spirit 

of Paul; preaching that will start people to 
talking, even arguing. The people will 
hear it, if the brethren will bear it. Let us 

do it. 
 

The Bible Banner, April 1941 
 

Editor’s Note: 
 Pay heed to the date of bro. Wallace’s 

writing. 69 years ago folks dealt with simi-
lar problems as we deal with today. Let us 

not be ashamed to “speak forth the words of 

truth and soberness” boldly (Acts 26:25, 

4:13, 29, 13:46); loving the sinner and hat-
ing the sin; so as to save souls from 

an eternity separated from God! 
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here is a marked reti-
cence in preaching to-

day that did not exist a 
generation ago. The 

church grew when our 
pioneers waged relent-

less war on error. The doors of 
public buildings were closed 
against them. Then courage was an 

essential quality of the man who 
preached the gospel. 
 

 We would not assume (far be it) 

a hyper-critical, holier, wiser, better
-than-thou attitude, but there has 

it. Some may mock us (Acts 
17:32), some may speak harshly 

about us (II Cor. 10:10), some 
may do cruel things to us. Yet, 

through it all, if we continue 
faithful to God, we will continue 

to enjoy His blessings! Jesus said 
such reaction to goodness and 

righteousness was common. He 
told His disciples, “If the world 

hate you, ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you. If ye were of the 

world, the world would love his own: 
but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the 

world, therefore the world hateth 
you. Remember the word that I said 
unto you, The servant is not greater 

than his lord. If they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you; if 

they have kept my saying, they will 

keep yours also” (Jn. 15:18-20). 

You see, in this life, we really 
have only one of two choices: 

Will we be the friend of God and 
an enemy of the world, or a 

friend of the world and an en-
emy of God (Matt. 6:24; Jas. 4:4; 

etc.)? Uzziah made the right 
choice in his early years. What 

choice will you make? 
 Another lesson we learn is the 

danger of being filled with pride. 
Pride brought this great man 
down. It will do the same for 

men and women today. There is 
a reason God wants His children 

“clothed with humility” (I Pet. 

5:5). Are we so clothed? If not, 
why not? Scripture teaches us 

that if we humble ourselves, God 
will exalt us, but if we exalt our-

selves, God will humble us (I 
Pet. 5:6; Jas. 4:6, 10)! Which do 
you choose? If you’re unsure as 

to which would be the better 
choice, then go back and read 

about Uzziah. In addition to 
this, read about King Saul (I 

Sam. 9-15)! In both cases, when 
these men were humble, God 

could use them. Yet, when pride 
lifted them up, they fell! In both 

cases, these men lost their king-

doms. Yes, “pride goeth before de-
struction, and an haughty spirit before 

a fall” (Prov. 16:18). Let us never 

forget this! 

 

Conclusion 
 What is the legacy of King 

Uzziah? Sadly, for all the good he 
did, it was overshadowed by his sin 
later in life. This is not unlike what 

God said in Ezekiel 18:24, 26. Let 
us heed the warning as well! It is 

possible for a Christian to sin, de-
part from the faith, and die in that 

state (I Tim. 4:1; Heb. 3:12-13). 
Don’t be like Uzziah! Live faith-

fully to the Lord all of your days! 


