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n the long ago, the

wise man Solomon

said, “1 havessn all the

works that are done un-

der theun; and, behad,

al is vanity and vexa-
tion of qoirit. That which is crooked
cannat be made draight: and that
which is wanting cannot be num-
baed” (Ecc. 1:14-15). This is a
hard truth for many people to
grasp. Yet, this true statement is
apparent to those who will open
their eyes. Put simply, there are
some thingsin life that we cannot
change! Let us consider some of
these together.

The Past

As much as we would like to
go back and rewrite our personal
history, it cannot be done! Our
bad decisions, unkind words, and
misdeeds are forever written in
the past. (For those are the things
we’d like to change, aren’t they?)
We cannot change those things.
David felt the brunt of his past
sins as he wrote: “Wash methor-
oughly from mine iniquity, and
deanse me from my dn. For | ac
knowledge my transgressions. and my
sn isever beforeme” (Ps. 51:2-3).
The apostle Paul understood this
as well. He wrote about his past,
saying he was the “chief of sin-
ners’” for what he had done to
Christ (I Tim. 1:15).

What gives us hope is know-
ing that while we cannot change
our past, we can receive forgive-
ness for our sins, and make a bet-
ter future (Acts 2:38)! When we

follow the Lord’s plan of salvation,
our past sins can be washed away
(Acts 22:16). We can be made right
in His sight!

People

In thinking about things we can-
not change, let us not forget that we
cannot change people to suit us! For
example, a bride-to-be may look at
her future husband as someone she
can “change” to suit her ideals. Af-
ter marriage, it will not take long
for her to learn that her “changes”
she had planned have failed. The
reality of life sets in and her plans
never materialize.

W hile we cannot change others,
people can change their own ways
when they are taught the truth! Is
this not the very essence of Bible
teaching (See: Jer. 7:3, 5, 26:13; Lk.
13:3, 5; Acts 8:22, 17:30; etc.)?
God’s plan of salvation, and the
intention of Christ coming into the
world is based on the fact that peo-
ple can change their own ways, and
willingly turn from sin to follow the
Lord! We could list numerous peo-
ple who changed from unrighteous
to righteous when they heard and
obeyed the word of God. They did
this, not because they were “forced”
into it, but because they made a ra-
tional choice to do what is right
when they were presented with the
truth. It is evident that the only one
I can control is myself. Thus, the
Bible teaches us that people can
change themselves, but we cannot
change others to suit our whims!

The Consequences Of Sin

“The wages of sn is death ...” (Rom.
3:23). As much as people wish to “white
-wash” sin, and even deny the reality of
it, the truth is that no one can change
the consequences of sin! Sin’s spiritual
consequence is death. It has been this
way since the beginning (Gen. 2:16-17,
3:3). Sadly, sin’s effect isfelt all over the
globe: “There is none righteous, no, nat one
.... For al havesnned, and comeshort of the
doy of God” (Rom. 3:10, 23). In fact, the
unchangeable consequence of sin is so
serious, that it required Christ to come
and die as a sacrifice for our sin (Matt.
18:11, 20:28; Jn. 1:29; Rom. 5:6-10)!
This was necessary, not because Christ’s
sacrifice ended sin’s consequence, but so
we might escape from sin’s grasp!

Conclusion
How will we respond to things we
cannot change? It is possible that your
eternity will depend on your answer!

“Pointed Paragraphs”
R.L. Whiteside (1869-1951)

¢ If you become a little squeamish
about denouncing false teachers, read
Jeremiah. If you think people are so
hardened in sin that they hate you for
preaching the word, read Jeremiah. A
careful study of Jeremiah is good tonic
for anyone.

+ To write the word of Christ upon
the heart, or, what is essentially the
same, to let it dwell in usrichly, means
more than to commit it to memory. It is
to make it the dominant factor in our
thinking and in our plans and purposes.

+ The apostles were practical men.
Some were fishermen; one, a tax
collector. Both callings teach a person
not to believe all he hears.

(The Kingdom of Promise and Prophecy, p.
17, 99, 45)
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