
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

he Bible word 
“remnant” means, 

“rest, residue, ... re-
mainder” (Brown-

Driver-Briggs, p. 
984). When reading 

the Bible, we find that the word 
“remnant” is used quite fre-

quently. At times, the word 
“remnant” was used to describe 

an amount of material left over 
after making the curtains for the 

Tabernacle, or what was left over 
after offering a sacrifice (Ex. 

26:12; Lev. 2:3, 5:13). At other 
times, we find the word 

“remnant” referring to people. 
Moses and Joshua talked about 

Og and “the remnant of the gi-

ants” (Deut. 3:11; Josh. 12:4, 

13:12). Our focus in this article, 
however, is to see how the word 

“remnant” is used in describing 
the people of God. 

 

God’s People Are Always 
Described As A “Remnant.” 
 Yes, God called His people a 

“remnant” on several occasions 

(Isa. 10:20-22, 37:4; Jer. 23:3; 

Joel 2:32; Amos 5:15; Micah 
2:12, 4:7, 5:7-8; Zeph. 2:7, 9, 

3:13; Zech. 8:12; Rom. 9:27, 
11:5). In what way(s) did God 

consider His people a remnant? 
First, when describing those who 

would survive the Babylonian 
captivity, He called the survivors 

the “remnant” (Amos 5:15; Micah 

2:12). These were the people who 

remained after the Babylonian 
captivity to return to their homes 

and rebuild and repair what had 
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been destroyed so they could start 
anew (See: Ezra, Nehemiah). 

 
 When referring to spiritual Is-

rael, this term “remnant” was also 
used (Isa. 10:20-22; Joel 2:32; Mi-

cah 5:7-8; Zeph. 3:13; Rom. 9:24-
27). In this case, it is applied to 

those who remained faithful to God 
in the face of earthly persecution 

and pressure placed upon them to 
leave the Lord. God’s spiritual peo-

ple are not the greatest in number, 
but the fewest (Deut. 7:7)! When 

He was on earth, Christ said that 
the many are headed for destruc-

tion, while the few are headed to-
ward eternal life (Matt. 7:13-14). 
Luke records that there was a ques-

tion preceding this where Christ 

was asked, “Lord, are there few that be 

saved?” (Lk. 13:23-24). Obviously, 

someone was listening to Christ 
(Lk. 13:22), and saw the connection 

between Christ’s teaching and what 
most people were doing. That 

God’s spiritual people are the rem-
nant, or the few, is a truth seen time 

and again in the Scriptures. 
 

 When thinking about the few or 
the remnant, remember Noah? In 

his day, “few, that is, eight souls were 

saved by water” (I Pet. 3:20). Though 

there were vast multitudes follow-
ing Christ, there came a time when 
“many of his disciples went back, and 

walked no more with him” (Jn. 6:66). 

To those who “remained” (see 
def.), specifically, to the twelve, Je-

sus asked, “Will ye also go 

away?” (Jn. 6:67). This question 

elicited one of the greatest re-
sponses ever (Jn. 6:68)! Further, in 

New Testament times, we find that be-
ing a Christian was something the few 

did — not the many! We see this as 
God’s people were looked upon as a 

“sect” in Acts 24:5 (A sect is a “body of 
men separating themselves from others 

and following their own tenets ... a sug-
gestion of reproach,” Thayer’s, p. 16). 

 
 Today, it is no different. Though 

ma ny  d esc r ib e  t h em se l v es  a s 
“Christians,” there are few who truly are 

Christians as God describes. Why do I 
say this? There are a number of reasons. 

One reason is that some claim to be 
“Christians,” but have not submitted to 

the Lord’s plan for salvation (Mk. 
16:16). Many today have the mistaken 

idea that if you believe in God, are rea-
sonably good, and don’t get into a lot of 

legal trouble, then you must be a Chris-
tian. This is not right. Too, some claim 

to be “Christians” while belonging to a 
denomination. They have been fooled. It 

takes more than mere religious affilia-
tion to be a Christian in the eyes of God. 

Based upon this, we know that the ma-
jority of those claiming to be Christians 

are not so. This means God’s people are 
the remnant, the few, just as He had said 
long ago! 

 

What Does Being The “Remnant” 
Teach Us? 

 By God referring to His people as a 
“remnant,” what does this tell us? This 

teaches us that not everyone will accept 
the Lord’s plan of salvation. Unfortu-

nately, some today teach a doctrine con-
t ra d ic to ry  to  Sc r ipt ure  c a l l ed 
“universalism”. This doctrine says that 

all people on earth will be saved by our 
all-loving God. This is simply not true. 

If it were, for one thing, there would be 
no sense in referring to God’s spiritual 

people as a “remnant,” for all would be 

saved, and there would be none lost. 



“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

f you are my friend, if you are 

concerned about my soul, give 
me the truth. Do not flatter me. 
Do not praise my virtues while 
remaining silent about my 

vices. Do not fear the truth will 
offend me. Do not treasure our friend-
ship, our friendly relations, above my 
salvation. Do not think that by ignor-

ing my sins, you can help me. Do not 
think that being blind to my sins will 
prove you charitable. However I may 
react to it, whatever may be my atti-

tude toward you after you have done 
it, GIVE ME THE TRUTH! 
 

 For the truth, and only the truth, 
can make me free from the shackles of 
sin, strengthen me in the pathway of 
righteousness and lead me to the joys 

of heaven. If I am wavering, weak, 
lukewarm, indifferent, neglectful; if I 
have been overtaken in a trespass; if I 
have been drawn into the pleasures of 

the world; if I have left my first love; if 
I have been led astray by error, or, if I 
have done none of the these things, 
but simply need to grow in knowledge 

and then be edified, GIVE ME THE 
TRUTH! 

very now and then we 
are treated to the wis-
dom that “the mind 
can only absorb what 
the seat can endure.” 

This is offered to prompt preachers 
to be brief. I do not favor repeti-
tious sermons, or rambling dis-
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
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Further, the term “remnant” 
teaches us that not everyone is 

pleasing in the sight of God. The 
“remnant” pleases Him, but not 

everyone does! Therefore, I need 
to learn what pleases Him, and 

obey (Matt. 7:21; Rev. 22:14). 
We read of a “remnant” in Ro-

mans 11:5, who are likened to 

the “remnant” (7000) in Elijah’s 

day (Rom. 11:4; I Kings 19:18). 
What made these 7000 stand 

out? They had not “bowed the 

knee to the image of Baal.” In other 

words, they continued to be 

faithful to God. The apostle Paul 
then says, “Even so then at this 

present time also there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace.” 

Are you among the “remnant”? 
 

Conclusion 
 Just as in Bible days, there is 

also now a remnant of God’s 
people. It is those who willingly 

submit to the will of God in all 
things! If we refuse to “bow the 

knee” to the various gods of this 
world; if we turn and lovingly 
obey the Father; we can be a part 

of this “remnant” as well. Let us 
not allow anything to stand be-

tween us and being right in the 
sight of God. Today is the day of 

salvation (II Cor. 6:2). Friend, 
are you among God’s remnant? 

Are you a Christian (Acts 
11:26)? If not, what is stopping 

you from doing so? What is hin-
dering you (Acts 8:36)? 

courses without apparent design. 

Every speaker needs to build a rap-
port with his audience and be alert to 
signs of weariness or loss of interest. 
Every speaker cannot hold an audi-
ence for long periods of time. But it 
needs to be said that the seat can 
endure whatever the mind wills. 
Whatever occupies the mind will 
determine very often what the seat 
can endure. That is what enables 
people to sit for hours to drive to a 
vacation spot or to see relatives long 
missed. That is what empowers us to 
stay strapped in a seat on a jet plane 
across the country, or half way 
around the world. That is what 
caused me to sit for 7 hours in a 

school taught by a physical therapist 
a few weeks after back surgery, with 
only five minutes stretch every hour. 
That is what causes people to sit 
through baseball double-headers and 
football games. The mind wills it and 
the seat endures it. The saying is 
catchy and usually draws a laugh, 
but it is the reverse of the truth. Let’s 
get it straight — “The seat can en-
dure what the mind wills it to en-
dure.” Now, that’s more like it. 

[From: Searching The Scriptures , 
p. 16 (544), Vol. 28, #11] 

Editorõs Note: 
 Brother Adams got to the “heart” 
of the matter, did he not? Yes, there 

are those who have medical/health 
issues to contend with as they age. 
However, this article addresses, not a 
physical malady, but a spiritual one. 
Think about it….. 
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