
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

n the long ago, the wise 
man Solomon said, “I 

have seen all the works that 
are done under the sun; 
and, behold, all is vanity 

and vexation of spirit. That 
which is crooked cannot be made 

straight: and that which is wanting 

cannot be numbered” (Ecc. 1:14-

15). This is a hard truth for many 
people to grasp. Yet, this true 

statement is apparent to those 
who will open their eyes. Put 

simply, there are some things in 
life that we cannot change no 

matter how hard we try! 

Environments 
 No matter how hard we try, 
we cannot change the environ-

ment in which we have grown 
up. Some grow up enduring 

“hard knocks” of life while others 
grow up in relative ease and com-

fort. We cannot always control 
the political environment in 

which we live, either! A scan 
through the Bible reveals that the 

people of God lived in, and en-
dured, many varying environ-

ments while they lived for Him. 
Some people were kings, some 
were paupers, some were leaders 

of men, some were ridiculed by 
their fellow man, some were fa-

mous and well-known women of 
faith, and many were just un-

named people doing the Lord’s 
work where they were. A good 

sampling of such people can be 
found in Hebrews 11. None of 

these people could control their 
environment, but they could con-

trol themselves, and their atti-
tudes, and they lived for the Lord 
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all the days of their lives. Let us 
learn this lesson (I Cor. 10:13; 

Rom. 15:4). 

People 
 In addition to this, there are 
some people that we cannot 

change. The bride-to-be may look at 
her future husband as someone she 

can “change” to suit her ideals. Af-
ter marriage, it will not take long 

for her to learn that her “changes” 
she had planned have failed. The 

reality of life sets in and she sees 
that her plans will never material-

ize. 
 If and when people change, it is 

because they have decided to do so, 
and not because they have been 

forced to change. God understands 
this, and thus encourages man to 

change from within, to willingly 
change, so as to become the better 

person. This fact is seen throughout 
Scripture. For example, Isaiah 1:18-

20 says, “Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the LORD: though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 

as snow; though they be red like crim-
son, they shall be as wool. If ye be will-
ing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of 

the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye 
shall be devoured with the sword: for the 

mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.” 

Notice, it is the one “willing and obe-

dient” that is blessed, not the one 

“coerced” and “guilted” into chang-

ing one’s actions! 
 The New Testament declares, 
“The Spirit and the bride say, Come. 
And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And 

whosoever will, let him take the water 

of life freely” (Rev. 22:17).  

 Again, we see emphasis placed upon 
one’s willingness to follow the Lord. 

God does not want “forced labor,” but 
those who have truly changed their wills 

to submit to His. We cannot change oth-
ers. We can only change ourselves! 

Hopefully, we will change ourselves for 
the better before the years pass away and 

it is too late. 

The Consequences Of Sin  
 Though our society as a whole thinks 
nothing of sin, we need to understand 

that sin is real, and the consequences of 
sin have not diminished through the 

years! The Bible says, “the wages of sin is 

death” (Rom. 6:23). Further, we know 

that when sin is “full grown” it brings 

forth death (Jas. 1:15). Why then do we 
insist on playing around with such a 

deadly thing? 
 The consequences of sin mean an 

eternity without God and Christ, ban-
ished forever from Heaven (Matt. 25:41-

46; Mk. 9:42-48). The consequences of 
sin mean, “...he shall be tormented with fire 

and brimstone in the presence of the holy an-
gels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And 
the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for 

ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor 

night ...” (Rev. 14:10-11) No friend, there 

is no changing the consequences of sin! 
 Since this is true, what can we do? 

We can change our mindset and actions 
so that we do not suffer the conse-

quences of sin. How can this be done? It 
is done when we believe on Christ, re-

pent of our sins, confess Him, and are 
baptized for the remission of sins (Jn. 

8:24; Rom. 10:17; Acts 17:30; II Pet. 
3:9; Rom. 10:10; Acts 2:38, 8:35-38, 

18:8, 22:16; I Pet. 3:21; etc.). In so do-
ing, we can change ourselves, rise above 

our environment, avoid the inevitable 
consequences of sin, and look forward to 

Heaven when this life is over. What is 
stopping you?? 



“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 




Jarrod Jacobs 

 
t came to my attention 

recently that the #1 shop-
lifted item in America is 

the Bible! Whether this is 
true or an “urban myth,” 

just think of the irony of 
a Bible being stolen! 

 
 It is ironic because there are 

many Bible passages which tell 
us not to steal (Ex. 20:15; Lev. 

19:11, 13; Deut. 5:19; Eph. 
4:28). Imagine someone stealing 

something that plainly states, 
“don’t steal anything.” Too, we 

are told by this same book 
(reportedly, the #1 stolen item in 

America) that someone who is 
guilty of stealing will be lost in 
Hell (I Cor. 6:10)! 

 
 So, here is a book saying, 

“don’t steal, and if you do, you 
endanger your eternal soul,” and 

someone comes along and steals 
that book, anyway! Yes, it is 

ironic, for sure. Yet, this got me 
to thinking about human nature 

in general. Is it not true that of-
ten, the very things we are told 

not to do are the things we do? 
 

 From the beginning, man has 
been tempted by Satan to contra-

dict the will of God (Gen. 2:16-
17, 3:1-6). Sadly, man contra-

dicts God’s will more than he 
obeys (Rom. 3:23; Ecc. 7:29). 

Yet, this is not because he has no 
choice. In fact, it is the opposite! 

Due to man’s free moral agency, 
he has often chosen to turn from 

God’s will and walk in his own 
selfish way. 

 
 In addition to not stealing, we 

are also told throughout Scrip-
ture: 

 

ing a Bible? We may not be surprised that 
the Bible is the #1 shoplifted item in 

America, but may we be embarrassed that 
people have gone so far. (Ecc. 7:29) 

 
 Some might reason, “If a person stole 

a Bible, it might turn out good because he 
might then read that Bible and learn the 

truth.” The first thought that comes to my 
mind is the apostle Paul’s statement 

where he denied the doctrine of: “Let us do 

evil, that good may come” (Rom. 3:8). He 

said it was “slanderously reported” that 
they taught a doctrine that has come to be 

known as “situation ethics”. So also to-
day, we do not justify a wicked act by try-

ing to find some supposed “good” that 
can come from it. 

 
 More can be said about this, but the 

point is that we as God’s creatures, have 
to decide to do what is right, and then 

continue daily to decide to do what is 
right (Jas. 1:27; Matt. 7:13-14; Lk. 9:23; 

Rev. 2:10; etc.). When we decide that we 
will not do what the Lord says, in spite of 

His clear statements in the Bible, then we 
are setting ourselves up for spiritual ruin 

and an eternity in a devil’s Hell. Should 
the Bible be the #1 shoplifted item, then 

let man repent of this sin (as well as all 
others) and turn to live for the Lord while 

we still have the time and opportu-
nity to do so (II Cor. 6:2). 
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§ Do not kill (Ex. 20:13; Rom. 
13:9; I Jn. 3:15; Rev. 21:8) 

 
§ Do not lie (Ex. 20:16; Col. 3:9; 

Eph. 4:25; Rev. 21:8) 
 

§ Do not lust after others (Matt. 
5:28; Job 31:1; II Pet. 2:14-15) 

 
§ Do not be lazy (II Thess. 3:10; 

Prov. 24:30-34) 
 

§ Worship God only (Matt. 4:10; 
Jn. 4:24) 

 
§ Be baptized (Mk. 16:16; Acts 

2:38, 8:35-38, 10:48) 
 

§ Live faithfully (II Tim. 4:6-8; 
Rev. 2:10; I Cor. 15:58) 

 
§ Treat others kindly (Eph. 4:32; 

I Cor. 13:4; Matt. 7:12; II Pet. 
1:17) 

 
§ Love God (Matt. 22:37; I Jn. 

5:2-3) 
 

§ Love our neighbors (Lev. 
19:18; Matt. 22:39; Jas. 2:8; 
Gal. 5:14; Rom. 13:9) 

 
 This is just a partial list! In ob-

serving the items on this list, can 
we not also think of folks (perhaps 

us) who blatantly contradict these 
commands, too? Why are we sur-

prised, then, when we read of 
someone (or many people) shoplift-


