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“The Scepter Of The Lord”

Jarrod Jacobs

scepter is an object

unknown to those of

us in the United

States. A scepter is

an object used by the

monarch of a coun-
try. The Holman Bible Diction-
ary defines “scepter” as: “The
official staff or baton of a king,
symbolic of his authority .... An-
cient Middle Eastern scepters
were depicted in Scripture as the
striking power of the king (Num.
24:17). As part of the royal rega-
lia, the scepter was extended to a
visitor or dignitary (Esth. 5:2) to
signal approval of the visit and
allow the person to approach the
throne. Scepters were decorated
elaborately with gold and pre-
cious stones. The shapes varied
from wide short maces to long
slender poles, usually with ornate
heads. The type of scepter usually
differed from one kingdom to the
next.”

The term “scepter” is men-
tioned several times in the Bible.
Sometimes the term meant a lit-
eral staff, and at other times, it
was symbolic of the authority of
the King. Our concern is with
how the term “scepter” applies to
the Lord. Let us think about this.

Some Old Testament

Prophecies

In the Old Testament, the
term “scepter” was first used in
Genesis 49:10. In this chapter, we
find that Jacob was getting ready
to die. In preparation for his
death, he assembles his twelve
sons together and conveys several

blessings upon them. When he
blessed Judah, he said: “The sceptre
shall not depart from Judah, nor a law-
giver from between his feet, until Shiloh
come; and unto him shall the gathering
of the people be.” Here, we find the
promise of Christ’s coming (Shiloh)
through the physical lineage of
Judah (Matt. 1:2-3; Lk. 3:33; Heb.
7:14).

Looking further, we read, “Thy
throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the
sceptre of thy kingdom is a right scep-
tre” (Ps. 45:6). Other versions say,
“...A scepter of uprightness is the
scepter of Thy kingdom” (NAS). In
other words, this ruling One is
righteous in His judgments, not a
wicked king by any means.

The New Testament Fulfill-
ment Of Old Testament
Prophecies

One passage that ought to jump
out at us, after reading Psalm 45:6
is Hebrews 1:8. There, the Holy
Spirit shows that Christ is superior
to the angels, and in fact, superior
to all creation. We read, “Butunto
the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is
for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteous-
ness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.”
Therefore, the passages in the
psalms had reference to Christ and
His righteous rule!

I Timothy 6:14-15 says, “That
thou keep this commandment without
spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ: Which in his
times he shall show, who is the blessed
and only Potentate, the King of kings,
and Lord of lords.” John, in writing
the book of Revelation said, “These
shall make war with the Lamb, and the

Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of
lords, and King of kings: and they that are
with him are called, and chosen, and faith-
ful” (Rev. 17:14, 19:16). Yes, Christ
rules today, and will do so ‘%l he hath
put all enemies under his feet.... And when all
things shall be subdued unto him, then shall
the Son also himself be subject unto him that
put all things under him, that God may be all
in all” (I Cor. 15:25, 28).

The Bible makes it clear that Christ is
our King, ruling with a scepter of right-
eousness. The Old Testament promised
His rule, and the New Testament shows
that He is ruling!

Christ Rules Today

Based upon what we have learned,
let us understand that the Lord reigns
over us right now. Since this is true, our
responsibility is to submit willingly to
the Lord, our King. What Christ tells us
to do, we do! Our country does not real-
ize what it means to be ruled by a mon-
arch. Nevertheless, in a monarchy, the
King rules, and is obeyed without ques-
tion, argument or rebellion. Those who
would argue, rebel, and otherwise dis-
obey will suffer the consequences.

In like manner, the Lord Jesus
Christ, our King, tells us to believe on
Him or die in our sins (Jn. 8:24). Christ
tells us to repent or perish (Lk. 13:3).
Our King commands men to confess
Him or be denied in the presence of the
Father (Matt. 10:32-33). Jesus also has
decreed that one must be baptized in
order to be saved (Mk. 16:16). Our re-
sponsibility is to submit to this plan, and
not fight against it!

Similarly, all of the New Testament
stands as our instructions for living in
this life (I Tim. 3:16-17). We are ex-
pected to do all things according to the
authority of our King (Col. 3:17). Will
we rebel, or will we gladly obey? That is
the question! Christ is our King. Are we
living for Him (Lk. 6:46)?

“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16)
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I live my life accordiné to these
beliefs

God does not exist
It’s just foolish to think

That there is an all knowing God
with a cosmic plan

That an all-powerful God brings
purpose to the pain and suffering
in the world

is a comforting thought, however
It is only wishful thinking

People can do as they please
without eternal consequences

The idea that I am deserving of
hell

Because of sin

Is a lie meant to make me a slave
to those in power

“The more you have, the happier
you will be”

Our existence has no grand
meaning or purpose
In a world with no God

There is freedom to be who I
want to be

But with God

Life is an endless cycle of guilt
and shame

Without God
Everything is fine
It is ridiculous to think
I am lost and in need of saving

I am lost and in need of saving
It is ridiculous to think
Everything is fine
Without God

Life is an endless cycle of guilt and
shame

But with God

There is freedom to be who I want
to be

In a world with no God
Our existence has no grand mean-
Ing or purpose

“The more you have, the happier
you will be”

Is a lie meant to make me a slave
to those in power

Because of sin
The idea that I am deserving of hell

People can do as they please with-
out eternal consequences

It is only wishful thinking
Is a comforting thought, however

That an all-powerful God brings
purpose to the pain and suffering in
the world
That there is an all knowing God
with a cosmic plan

It’s just foolish to think

God does not exist

I live my life according to these
beliefs
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“The Bible 1s the Grand Old Book
of the World. It breathes with
sympathy, it throbs with energy, it
pulsates with power, it vibrates with
heavenly harmony, it sparkles with
beauty, it thunders with eloquence, it
flashes with light divine, its veins run
crimson with the warm blood of the
Son of God, its breathes the
fragrance of the Lily of the Valley
and the Rose of Sharon.”

(From bro. Luther Martin’s book entitled:
“Information Concerning The Bible”)

ESome Thoughts Worth Thinkingi

E “Speaking the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15)5
idoes not mean speaking it in such a
vague way that no one will object to it.
EThe apostles and Jesus always spoke g
8 the truth in love with all boldness. The 8
apostles even prayed to speak with
B boldness. B

- Matt Foster, Burkesville, KY §

The pleasure of sin never exceeds the
pain of its consequence.
- Gordon Skinner, Columbus, IN

One Way We Spread The Gospel:
www.southsidechurchofchrist.com
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Do you see the relation be-
tween the two poems above? If
not, read them again. These po-
ems above were written by
David Dietrich
(www.deovolentemedia.com),
and make a great point, I think.
‘When we listen to the Lord,
He will reverse our thinking, tak-
ing us from death to life (Phil.
2:16); from foolishness to wis-
dom (I Cor. 1:18-31). Are we
listening? Are we obedient?

Not e:

I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse!
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“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16)




