
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

o say the name 
“Satan” strikes fear in 

the hearts of many. 
Why is this? It is be-

cause we recognize 
Satan as God’s arch-

enemy. He is a powerful being 
who has been fighting against 

God since the beginning of man 
(Gen. 3). By extension, he is also 

the enemy of every righteous per-
son who loves the Lord. Satan is 

a liar and a murderer (Jn. 8:44). 
He was in the Garden of Eden 

tempting Eve in the beginning 
(Gen. 3:1-6). He was present ar-

guing with God about the faith-
fulness of Job (Job 1-2). He ar-

gued with Michael the archangel 
over the body of Moses (Jude 9). 

He was also present in the wilder-
ness tempting Christ (Matt. 4:1-

11; Lk. 4:1-13)! Yes, Satan was 
there. He was active, and trying 

to get things to go his way. 
 

 Yes, Satan was present on 
many occasions in man’s history. 

He was active in the past, and 
has remained active to this pre-
sent day, laying his “snares”, or 

temptations, before men in an 
effort to lure mankind away from 

God (I Jn. 2:15-17). Satan has his 
angels (Matt. 25:41), and they no 

doubt are busy doing his bidding 
as well. (If we are not careful, we 

can end up doing Satan’s work 
too, if we are using our influence 

and words to encourage people in 
sin, see: Rom. 1:32; etc.!) Satan’s 

activity and handiwork is seen 
anytime we yield to temptation 

and sin (Jas. 1:15), and therefore 
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act in a way contrary to the will of 
God! 

 
 Remember, sin is a transgression 

of the law (I Jn. 3:4). It is also 
through omitting God’s law that we 

can be guilty of sin (I Jn. 5:16; Jas. 
4:17). Yet, how do we end up in 

this position? This happens when 
we have been lured away by our 

own lusts (desires) and enticed 
(tricked) into doing something we 

ought not, or refusing to do some-
thing we know we ought to do (Jas. 

1:14-15). Yes, Satan is still active 
and uses his “wiles” to tempt, en-

snare, and trap us in sin. As we 
have noted, the end result of sin is 
death (Jas. 1:15; Rom. 6:23)! 

 
 The Bible describes the Christian 

in terms befitting a soldier for a rea-
son (II Tim. 2:4; Eph. 6:13-18; II 

Cor. 10:3-5; I Thess. 5:8-9)! This is 
because Satan is at war with God 

and everything connected with 
Him. Please understand, Satan is 

active TODAY in this war! What is 
described in Scripture is not merely 

a spiritual war from the past. 
Rather, this spiritual war continues 

today! It is raging in the world now, 
in the 21st century! Therefore, as 

much as Satan is active, so also the 
Christian needs to be active! 

 
 Since Satan is active against 

God and His children, and we need 
to be active, then what ought our 

activity be? 
 

 Let us be sober and vigilant (I 

Pet. 5:8a). There is a need for being 

of a clear mind and of a vigilant 

demeanor that we might be ready for 
Satan’s attacks. I Peter 5:8 tells Chris-

tians to be this way because Satan is 
coming at us “as a roaring lion, seeking 

whom he may devour.” In the wild, a lion 

will stalk prey and then use his “roar” to 
scare animals and see which ones are the 

weak and young and who have difficulty 
in running. Those are the ones that he 

(and the lioness especially) will target for 
the kill! In like manner, Satan is looking 
for the weak among us, the young, those 

discouraged, those having spiritual diffi-
culties and not seeking the Lord’s help, 

etc., as his “prey”! 
 

 Let us be active in helping those 

who are weak among us. The apostle 

Paul said that the Christians at Thessalo-

nica needed to, “warn them that are un-
ruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the 

weak, be patient toward all men” (I Thess. 

5:14). When I see this listing, I can’t 

help but think that these are the sort of 
people that Satan is actively looking to 

attack and devour! As a Christian, I 
need to grow in grace and knowledge (II 

Pet. 3:18), and be the kind of person 
who actively looks out for the weaker 
and helps them. Think about it: These 

are the kind of people Satan is targeting. 
If he gets them and they seem to have no 

help or defense, then he has won even 
more souls. Those folks are then sepa-

rated from God, fallen from grace (Gal. 
5:4; Heb. 3:12), and are in danger of be-

ing lost eternally if they do not repent 
(Acts 8:22-23)! 

 

 Let us be active in strengthening our 

own souls. While trying to help others, 

let us remember we have a responsibility 

for our own souls. It was said best in I 
Corinthians when the apostle wrote, 
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth 

take heed lest he fall” (I Cor. 10:12). Never 

forget that there are “fiery darts” being 
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usbands have a God

-given duty to care 
for their wives. They 

are to nourish and 
cherish them (Eph. 

5:25-29). This is as 
much a command as 

worshiping God or helping a 
neighbor. If we neglect it, we put 

our souls in jeopardy. 
 

 In addressing this subject, Peter 
said, “Husbands, likewise, dwell with 
them with understanding, giving honor 

to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and 
as being heirs together of the grace of 

life, that your prayers may not be hin-

dered” (1 Pet. 3:7). 

 
 To dwell with a woman with 

understanding is no small feat, seri-
ously. Though man and woman 

are both made in the image of 
God, they are quite different crea-

tures. (For the record, I have no 
doubt women find it difficult to 

figure out men). Anyway, it is the 
obligation of the husband to dwell 

with understanding. 
 

 A man must understand his 
wife, not all other women. She is a 

unique being with her own hopes and 
fears. He must be attentive to her person-

ality, as well as her likes and dislikes. 
 

 We also learn from Peter that a man 
must give honor to his wife. He said “as to 

the weaker vessel.” Some have taken this 

passage to mean a woman is physically 
weaker than a man. That is generally true, 

but that is not really Peter’s point. 
 
 Rather, Peter is making a comparison. 

He said “as to” or like a weaker vessel. 
Think of it this way men; treat your wife 

like a fine piece of china. She is delicate 
and valuable. Handle her with kid-gloves. 

 
 Many men, including this one, fail on 

this point much more often than we 
should. We are generally rough by nature. 

Sometimes we add to this by being proud 
or macho. Men may want to let their wife 

know who’s boss. However, if we respect 
God and our wives, we will correct this 

and give her the honor she deserves. 
 

 Remember, you promised God in your 
vows to take care of your wife. She is deli-

cate and precious; treat her that way. 
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shot at us by Satan, and we need 

to have our “shield of faith” at the 

ready to defend ourselves against 
these vicious attacks (Eph. 6:16). 

Are we active in this warfare? 
Are we pleasing the One who 

called us to be soldiers (II Tim. 
2:4)? Have we forgotten that 

there even is a war? Perhaps we 
have been lulled to sleep because 

we have backed away from the 
“action”! We don’t see Satan’s 

activity because we are closing 
our eyes to the truth. Instead of 

being “transformed”, are we per-

haps trying to be “conformed” to 

the world (Rom. 12:1-2)? This is 

dangerous indeed, because this 
breeds a laziness in our lives and 

in the lives of others that we in-
fluence. Rest assured, Satan may 
be many things, but he is not 

lazy! He is active! 
 

Conclusion 
 Now that we are aware of 

these facts, what will we do 
about it? Will we be sober and 

vigilant (I Pet. 5:8)? Will we 
strengthen our souls and grow in 

grace and knowledge (II Pet. 
3:18)? Will we be helpful toward 

others we see who are weak (I 
Thess. 5:14)? Will we be mindful 

of our own spiritual needs (I 
Cor. 10:12)? Yes, being a Chris-

tian demands much from us. It 
demands nothing short of our all 

(Matt. 6:33) because Satan is ac-
tive! 

È The person who shows 
 spite and hatred will reap 

 his share of it. 
 

È Straight living cannot come 
 from crooked thinking. 


