
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

n Hebrew 2, the Jewish 
Christians were shown 

the great salvation that 
belongs to those in 

Christ. They were told, 
“Therefore we ought to 

give the more earnest heed to the 
things which we have heard, lest at 
any time we should let them slip. For 

if the word spoken by angels was sted-
fast, and every transgression and dis-
obedience received a just recompense 

of reward; How shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation; which at 

the first began to be spoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by 
them that heard him; God also bear-

ing them witness, both with signs and 
wonders, and with divers miracles, 

and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according 
to his own will? For unto the angels 
hath he not put in subjection the 

world to come, whereof  we 

speak” (Heb. 2:1-5). Knowing that 

we can become frustrated and 
want to give up at times, let us 

consider our salvation and see 
what it is that makes our salva-

tion great. 
 

A Great God Planned It 
 Our salvation, and all that was 

necessary to bring it about, was 
no accident! The Holy Spirit said 

this great salvation, “at the first 
began to be spoken by the 

Lord” (Heb. 11:3). Our salvation 

has been planned since before 

man first sinned (Rev. 13:8; Eph. 
3:11; Gen. 3:15). God promised 

that it would be through Abra-
ham that “all families” of the 

earth would be blessed (Gen. 
12:1-3). We can also read of the 
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prophecies of a coming Savior (Isa. 
7:14, 9:6; 53). When thinking about 

our great salvation God provides, 
we see forethought and extensive 

planning on His part. This was not 
an afterthought or accident that 

men can be saved! 
 

A Great Savior Executed This 
Plan 

 Revelation 13:8 shows us that 
God’s plan for the great salvation 

was for Jesus to die as a sacrifice for 
man’s sins. This passage also re-

veals that Jesus agreed to God’s 
plan long before man was created! 

David declared that God planned 
for Jesus to be resurrected from the 

grave after His crucifixion (Ps. 16:8-
10; Acts 2:25-27). While on earth, 

Jesus had one motive, namely to 
seek and save the lost (Lk. 19:10). 

His life, death, and resurrection was 
the fulfillment of Old Testament 

prophecy. Jesus Himself also 
prophesied of His coming death, 

burial, and resurrection (Matt. 
12:40). He prophesied that He was 
to be resurrected the third day (Jn. 

2:19). His crucifixion in Matthew 
27 was the fulfillment of Isaiah 53, 

and Matthew 28 records where 
even His enemies declared that Je-

sus had risen! Yes, a great Savior 
executed a great plan of salvation! 

 
 The Bible states that Jesus is the 

Son of God by the resurrection 
(Rom. 1:4). In fact, it is His resur-

rection that gives us the hope of ev-
erlasting life (I Cor. 15:13-20; I Pet. 

1:3). God’s plan for the great salva-
tion was executed flawlessly by the 

Sinless Saviour (Matt. 5:17; Jn. 17:4, 
19:30). 

 

Great Miracles Were Used To 
Confirm The Word 

 In Hebrews 2:3-4, we read, “How 
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salva-
tion; which at the first began to be spoken by 

the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 
that heard him; God also bearing them wit-
ness, both with signs and wonders, and with 

divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 

according to his own will?” The purpose of 

Christ’s miracles was to prove that Jesus 
is the Son of God and that He was 

speaking the truth (Jn. 2:11, 23; 4:46-54; 
11:43-48). The apostles and first century 

Christians used miracles for the purpose 
of confirming the word they preached 

and declared their power was from 
Christ (Acts 13:7-12). What makes their 

miracles stand out is that they were real 
(Acts 8:9-13; Jn. 3:2)! 

 
 Those in Bible days did not possess 

the completed Word like we do; thus the 
need for miracles, signs, and wonders, 

so folks would believe! Seeing that the 
word has been confirmed through the 

miracles, and recorded by the apostles 
and prophets (II Pet. 1:20-21), there are 

no miracle workers today (Jude 3; I Cor. 
13:8-10). These great miracles served 

their purpose. 
 

The Simplicity Of Obedience 
Makes Salvation Great 

 God’s plans are such that man can 
carry them out. What good would it do 

for God to devise a plan of salvation that 
was impossible for man to obey? God’s 

commands have always been such that 
man could obey them. 

 
 For example, in Genesis 2:15-17, 

mankind was to dress and keep the Gar-



“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 
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ow many times 
have we heard peo-

ple say words to the 
effect, “If you tell 

me that there is 
only one way to 

Heaven, then you are condemning 
me (parents, grandparents, etc.).” 

How do we handle that charge? 
 

 Friends, when we take a stand 
for the truth, we will be condemn-

ing those who are not following the 
truth. Let us read Hebrews 11:7. 
“By faith Noah, being warned of God 

of things not seen as yet, moved with 
fear, prepared an ark to the saving of 

his house; by the which he condemned 
the world, and became heir of the right-

eousness which is by faith.” When 

Noah built the ark and followed 

God’s plan to the letter (Gen. 
6:22), the Bible says he condemned 

the world. How did he do this? 
 
 He condemned the world by 

living by faith. God told him what 
to do and he did it (Rom. 10:17; 

Gen. 6:22). He condemned the 
world by heeding the warnings of 

God (Gen. 6:13). He condemned 
the world by preparing for the com-

ing Flood. His preparation showed 

Tribute To The Bible 
 

 “The Bible is the Grand Old 
Book of the World. It breathes with 
sympathy, it throbs with energy, it 
pulsates with power, it vibrates with 

heavenly harmony, it sparkles with 
beauty, it thunders with eloquence, 
it flashes with light divine, its veins 
run crimson with the warm blood of 

the Son of God, it breathes the 
fragrance of the Lily of the Valley 
and the Rose of Sharon.” 
 
(From bro. Luther Martin’s book entitled: 

“Information Concerning The Bible”) 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
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den of Eden and stay away from 
the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil. Wasn’t that sim-
ple? In II Kings 5:10-14, we read 

about a man named Naaman 
who complained about God's 

plan for cleansing him from lep-
rosy (an incurable disease) be-

cause it was so simple! Today, 
God’s plan of salvation is that 

we believe that Jesus is the Son 
of God (Jn. 8:24), repent of our 

sins, and be baptized (Mk. 16:16; 
Acts 2:38). Isn’t this plan simple?  

 
 Man’s plans do not turn out 

like God’s (Isa. 55:8-9). God's 
plan for salvation is so great be-

cause it simply requires us to 
turn from our sinful life and sub-

mit to Him.  
 

The Great Reward 
 Nothing could be greater than 

the reward that is given to the 
saints. This reward is an inheri-

tance for His people (Matt. 
25:34; I Pet. 1:3-4). This reward 

provides great joy to those saved 
(Matt. 25:21, 23). One of the best 

parts about this great reward is 
that those saved will be in the 

presence of Jesus forever (Jn. 
14:1-3). The Bible also teaches 
that our reward will not include 

some things (hunger, thirst, 
death, crying, Rev. 7:14-17). 

This great reward makes salva-
tion great! 

 
 Do not neglect this great sal-

vation! If you are not a Chris-
tian, please become one before it 

is too late. Please do not neglect 
this great salvation! Be like Paul 

who “pressed” toward the prize 
of the high calling of God in 

Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:13-14). 
What will you do with your time 

on earth? Will you waste it, or 
give it in service to God and look 

forward to the great salvation 
that belongs to all who are faith-

ful (Rev. 2:10; Rom. 12:1-2)? 

that he believed in God and condemned a 
world of fools (Matt. 25:1-13). 

 
 Did Noah talk down to people? Was 

he rude to them? Of course, not! Never-
theless, he condemned the world at that 

time because he followed God and had 
the backbone to stand for his convictions. 

When was the last time we condemned 
those who were not following God’s 

word? 


