
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

e have just con-
cluded a week-long 

gospel meeting 
with our brother 

M i c h a e l 
McCleeary. He 

and his family were kind enough 
to agree to be with us and we cer-

tainly have benefitted from the 
studies we have had in the book 

of Colossians. He gave of his 
time in study, as well as travel-

ling our way, and spending the 
week away from home so that the 

gospel could be preached, and we 
ought to be thankful for this. 

 
 Now, the responsibility lies 

with us (Jas. 1:22). What will we 
do with the truth we have learned 

during the gospel meeting? Will 
we ignore the truth as some did 

in the first century (Acts 17:32a)? 
Will we be indifferent toward the 

truth? Might we think we have 
no changes to make in our lives 

(Jas. 1:22-23)? Or, will it be that 
we will take what is said to heart 

and make the necessary applica-
tions (Jas. 1:25; Ps. 119:11)? 
Truly, the only way that this 

meeting will have any kind of 
lasting impact upon us is when 

we take to heart what we have 
heard and make proper applica-

tion to ourselves. 
 

 In other words, we need to do 
what is described in the Corin-

thian letter and “water” the seed 
that was sown by brother 

McCleeary. In I Corinthians 3:6, 
the apostle Paul wrote, “I have 

planted, Apollos watered; but God 
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gave the increase.” Since the seed has 

been planted, will we now “water” 

that seed? Will we allow it to pene-
trate the “honest and good 

heart” (Lk. 8:15)? This seed needs 
to be nurtured, and guarded against 

Satan’s advances (Lk. 8:12; I Pet. 
5:8). 

 
 Secondly, now that this meeting 

is over, will we take what we have 
learned and teach it to others? 

Really, this is the purpose of our 
learning. Learning for the sake of 

academic knowledge of the Bible 
does little good. Why say this? Be-

cause if we are learning merely for 
the sake of learning, then we will 

probably make no applications, and 
we will probably do nothing to in-

struct others in the way of the Lord. 
This is the opposite of what God 

expects (Acts 20:20, 26-27). In fact, 
the Bible states and records exam-

ples of people who, when taught the 
truth, then went and taught it to 

others. Please read the following 
verses in light of this point: 
 

 I Timothy 4:16 - “Take heed 

unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; 

continue in them: for in doing this 

thou shalt both save thyself, and 

them that hear thee.” 
 

 Matthew 28:19-20 - “Go ye 

therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost: Teaching them to ob-

serve all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you...” 
 

 John 4:28-29, 39 - “The woman 

then left her waterpot, and went her 

hen Jesus stated, “Ye shall 
know the truth and the truth 

shall make you free” (Jn. 

8:32), it implies that any-

one can obtain the truth if 
they want to. The ques-

tion is: Is that true? Can truth really be 
found? The obvious answer is yes. How-

ever, it may not be as easy as one would 
think. The reasons for this are many. In 

order to help us see how truth can be 
found, we will approach this article by 

answering in the negative. 
 

Truth Cannot Be Found If … 
 

We Quit Before We Start 
 Some have already taken a defeated 

attitude. This is where people throw up 
their hands and say, “Truth can’t be 

found, look at all the religious confusion 
out there.” Of course, a person will not 
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way into the city, and saith to the men, 
Come, see a man, which told me all 

things that ever I did: is not this the 
Christ? …. And many of the Samari-

tans of that city believed on him for the 

saying of the woman, which testified, 

He told me all that ever I did.” 

 

 Certainly, more verses could be 
added, but these are enough to show us 

what the Bible expects. Friends, we 
have concluded a good gospel meeting. 

The gospel has been placed in our 
hands, minds, and mouths. What will 

we do with it? Your answer to this ques-
tion will effect your soul and this con-

gregation as a whole for years to come! 
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Thess. 2:10). Just how hard is 
someone going to look for the true 

meaning, when they have already 
decided something is okay before 

finding out? 
 

 Having an open mind is essen-

tial in finding the truth. Being filled 
with prejudices will make it hard to 

see the truth. What makes this so 
serious is that many who want to 

hear fables, over time, convince 
themselves it is truth (II Tim. 4:2-

4). 
 

We Donõt Seek It 
 You just don’t stumble upon 
truth; you must diligently look for 

it. Only then will you find it (Matt. 
7:7). Things like studying and ask-

ing questions, make it seem like 
too much work for many. Some 

want “truth” quick and easy, and 
want to do very little thinking. This 

is why false teaching is running 
rampant today. Those teaching 

error are not being challenged by 
their listeners to produce Biblical 
authority for all they teach (Col. 

3:17). 
 

 There is a great deal of comfort 

in knowing we can know the truth 
and the truth will set us free. But as 

we have learned, we will not know 
what the truth is, if we don’t learn 

the lessons pointed out in this arti-
cle. 
From: “Study The Word,” Vol. 2, #19 

Pointed 
Paragraphs 

R.L. Whiteside (1869-1951) 

 È If you become a little squeamish 

about denouncing false teachers, read 
Jeremiah. If you think people are so 
hardened in sin that they hate you for 

preaching the word, read Jeremiah. A 
careful study of Jeremiah is good tonic 

for anyone. 
 

 È To write the word of Christ upon 
the heart, or, what is essentially the 

same, to let it dwell in us richly, means 
more than to commit it to memory. It is 

to make it the dominant factor in our 
thinking and in our plans and purposes. 
 

 È The apostles were practical men. 
Some were fishermen; one, a tax 

collector. Both callings teach a person 
not to believe all he hears. 

 
(The Kingdom of Promise and Prophecy, p. 

17, 99, 45) 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
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A Thought Worth Thinking é. 
 

“No man is too wicked to go to church! 
No man is too righteous to stay away!” 

 

- Claude Davis, 1965 

find the truth if he thinks before 
he even gets started, that it can’t 

be found. (Note: I would add 
that truth can’t be found among 

the denominations of men, any-
way. It is only found within the 

word of God, Jn. 17:17. Perhaps 
the person who said “truth can’t 

be found” was looking in the 
wrong place! - JJ) 
 

 When Jesus stood before Pi-
late, prior to his crucifixion, He 

spoke of the truth which He 
came to deliver (Jn. 18:37). The 

Roman ruler scoffed by walking 
away after uttering, “What is 

truth” (v. 38), as if to imply it 

can’t be known. 
 

We Go To The Wrong 
Source 

 Until a standard of truth is 
established in the religious 

realm, unity will not be reached. 
Therefore, the accepted phrase 

often stated is, “You have your 
interpretation, and we have 

ours.” But where did those inter-
pretations come from? When 

people blindly follow religious 
leaders, problems will come 

(Matt. 15:14). 
 

 Not only are people using 

man as their source of authority, 
they also are found to rely on 

their emotions, majority rule, 
family ties, and church creeds. 

When Jesus said we can know 
the truth, He meant the truth 

that came from above (Jn. 
17:17). Those who will have suc-

cess in finding the truth, are 
those who stay with the Word of 

God (II Tim. 3:16-17; Jn. 14:6). 
 

We Look With Blinders On 
 Sometimes folks can be ever 
learning, but never come to the 
knowledge of the truth (II Tim. 

3:7). The reason has to do with 
what one wants to accept. In 

other words, some simply do not 
have a love for the truth (II 


