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“The Out-Stretched Hand Of Jesus”

Jarrod Jacobs

atthew  14:22-33

records the time

when Jesus walked

on water. When

Peter saw Jesus, he

said, “Lord, if it be
thou, bid me come unto thee on the
water. And he said, Come. And when
Peter was come down out of the ship,
he walked on the water, to go to Je-
sus. But when he saw the wind bois-
terous, he was afraid;, and beginning
to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save
me. And immediately Jesus stretched
forth his hand, and caught him, and
said unto him, O thou of little faith,
wherefore didst thou doubt?” (Matt.
14:28-31).

Just as Jesus stretched His
hand out to save Peter, He
stretches His hand out to us to-
day in an effort to save us from
“drowning” in sin, “destruction
and perdition” (Lk. 19:10; I Tim.
1:15, 6:9; 1 Jn. 3:5). How does
this happen today? Jesus stretches
out His hand....

As He Identifies His Own.

When Jesus was teaching on
one occasion, His mother Mary,
and His brothers and sisters came
and wanted to speak with Him.
‘When this was told to Him, Jesus
said, “Who is my mother? and who
are my brethren? And he stretched
forth his hand toward his disciples,
and said, Behold my mother and my
brethren! For whosoever shall do the
will of my Father which is in heaven,
the same is my brother, and sister,
and mother” (Matt. 12:46-50).

While ALL people can be His
(Matt. 11:28-30), we must under-
stand that not all people are His
until they have submitted to the
Lord’s plan for salvation (Heb. 5:8-
9). The Lord stretched out His hand
and identified His people. Are you
in this number? As we read the
scriptures, we see that belonging to
Christ is a conscious choice we
make, wherein we are intent on fol-
lowing Him faithfully through our
lives. Notice, it is the wise and
blessed man who hears and obeys
the words of Christ (Matt. 7:24-27;
Jas. 1:25). The true disciple of
Christ is the one who “continues” in
Christ’s word (Jn. 8:31). Do such
verses describe you, friend? If not,
why not?

Some have asked me why I do
not call every religious person my
“prother.” Matthew 12:46-50 tell us
why! Not every “religious” person
is Christ’s brother; therefore they
are not my brother! You see, if [ am
a brother to Christ, then I am a
brother to everyone else who is
Christ’s brother (II Jn 9-11; Rom.
8:17). If someone is not Christ’s
brother, then they are not my
brother (spiritually). Whether or not
one is a brother of Christ is not a
decision made by me, but rather,
the Bible determines who is and is
not Christ’s brethren (Rom. 8:16-
17; Gal. 3:26-27). It is just that sim-
ple!

As I Deal With Temptation.
“There hath no temptation taken

you but such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer

(permit, allow, JJ) you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it” (I Cor. 10:13). When it
comes to being tempted, there are two
things we must understand: 1) God will
not allow us to be tempted (tried) above
what we can bear. 2) There is a way of
escape for us to be found with every
temptation!

If this doesn’t show Christ’s care,
concern, and love for His people, I don’t
know what does!! Jesus has come to
earth for us (Il Cor. 8:9; Phil. 2:5-8). He
has died as a sacrifice for our sins (Isa.
53:6; II Cor. 5:20). He has also resur-
rected from the dead for us (Rom. 1:4; I
Cor. 15:20). By and through these ac-
tions, we have salvation (Mk. 16:16), the
church (Acts 20:28), hope (Eph. 2:12),
and the unsearchable riches of Christ
(Eph. 3:8) to name just a few blessings
from Christ.

Christ stretches His hand out to
shield us and protect us from tempta-
tions too great to bear! What a Savior!
What a friend!

As I Deal With Worries.

Jesus wants us to live by faith (II Cor.
5:7) and cast all our cares and worries
upon Him. The apostle Peter reminded
the Christians, “Casting all your care upon
him; for he careth for you” (I Pet. 5:7). This
is just another area in which Christians
have it so much better than non-
Christians! We (Christians) have Jesus’
out-stretched hand which comforts us.
Non-Christians have no where to turn
and no comfort. We have safety and
shelter in Christ, while they have uncer-
tainty and confusion. It is so much bet-
ter to be an heir of God and joint-heir
with Christ (Rom. 8:17), but the general
population of people are not always con-
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vinced of this truth. Are you con-
vinced?

As He Offers Me Salvation.

Jesus offers “rest” to all who
will come to Him (Matt. 11:28-
30). Jesus died for us and pro-
vided a way for man to be saved
from our sins (Mk. 16:16; Matt.
28:19-20; Rom. 6:3-4, 17-18;
etc.). In addition to this, remem-
ber that Revelation 22:17 de-
clares that “Whosoever will” may
come and be saved. Yes, salva-
tion is offered to all. Jesus died
for every man (Matt. 20:28; Heb.
2:9). Christ stretches out His
hand because He wants all to be
saved and none to be lost (IT Pet.
3:9; Lk. 19:10). Therefore, we
see that any who are lost have
done so by their own choosing,
and not Christ’s! What have you
chosen, friend?

How Shall We Respond To
Christ?

When Christ stretched out
His hand to Peter, it was gladly
accepted, and Peter was saved
(Matt. 14:28-31). In like manner,
Christ beckons us with open and
out-stretched arms to His side.
Unfortunately, not everyone re-
sponds in a positive way. Some
will essentially slap Christ’s hand
away when He offers it. Some
will turn their back on Him, say-
ing “no” to His offer of eternal
life (Jn. 6:66; Acts 26:28,
17:32a). Others put off obeying
Christ, thinking that there will be
a better time in the future (Acts
24:25, 17:32b). One wise group,
though, will make the correct
choice and obey Him (Acts 2:41,
17:34). Since this is true, there
are just two questions we must
answer. The first question is:
“How will YOU respond to Je-
sus’ out-stretched hand?” The
second: “Why are you waiting
(Acts 22:16)?”

“A Tragic Story ...
Oft Repeated”

Author Unknown

Ages 0-6 years: “Let’s stay home
from church today. The children
are fussy and won’t behave prop-
erly. This afternoon they’ll proba-
bly be feeling better and then we
can go for a ride or go to the park.”

Ages 6-12: “Let’s not go to church
tonight. Remember, tomorrow’s
another school day and the chil-
dren need their rest. We went this
morning. Besides, too much
church can be boring to anybody.
Anyway, there is a good movie on
tonight that we can all watch.
There are so few of that kind
around these days.”

Ages 12-18: “Dear, Johnny and
Janie don’t want to go to church
today. Don’t you think they’ll rebel
at church if we make them go?”

Ages 18 and Up: “But Officer, that
couldn’t be our Johnny and Janie
that you have in jail ... they were
raised in the church! There must be
some mistake!”

THERE WAS!!!!
Read Proverbs 22:6!

“Our Assaciations”

Jarrod Jacobs

eorge Washington was

quoted as saying, “Associate

yourself with men of good

quality if you esteem your

own reputation, for it is bet-
ter to be alone than in bad company.”

Besides being the first president, and
considered the “father of our country,”
He obviously was a man well-acquainted
with the Scriptures. Why do I say this?
Because he understood it was better to be
alone than to be associated with bad com-
pany. The apostle Paul put it this way:
“Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company corrupts
good morals’ 7 (I Cor. 15:33, NAS). On
another occasion, he reminded the Corin-
thians, “Know ye not that a little leaven leave-
neth the whole lump?” (I Cor. 5:6). Solo-
mon said, “He that walketh with wise men
shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be
destroyed” (Prov. 13:20).

Friends, with whom are we associated?
Do we associate ourselves with those who
encourage us in our pursuit of Heaven; or
with those who wish to drag us down to
their level (Ps. 1:1-2)? Read Matthew 5:13
-16. Our influence and association are
powerful.
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