
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

rother Whiteside 
had a  good 

thought here, and 
his words above 

s e r v e  a s  a 
“springboard” for 

this article. How many times has 
our patience grown thin, and we 

f o u n d  o u r s e l v e s  d o i n g 
“something” because we could 

not stand to be patient and wait 
anymore? Too, how many times 

has this same “activity” produced 
more harm than good? 

 
 I find it rather telling that such 

attitudes are not unique to us. As 
brother Whiteside showed us, the 

Bible speaks of Abraham and 
Sarah who set themselves and 

this world up for a lot of woes 
when they decided to go with 

Sarah’s plan for getting a child 
instead of God’s plan (Gen. 16). 

The result of their impatience has 
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continued to plague the world. 
 

 In fact, it is stated in the Bible on 
several occasions that men need to 

“wait” on God. This word “wait” is 
used in the Bible in a similar fash-

ion to the way we use it today, 
meaning, to be patient,  to tarry for 

another, etc. Notice this principle 
laid out in the Psalms concerning 

our need for waiting on God, and 
the blessings that come from it: 

 
 “Lead me in thy truth, and teach 

me: for thou art the God of my sal-
vation; on thee do I wait all the 

day” (Ps. 25:5). 

 
 “Wait on the LORD: be of good 

courage, and he shall strengthen 
thine heart: wait, I say, on the 

LORD” (Ps. 27:14). 

 
 “Wait on the LORD, and keep his 

way, and he shall exalt thee to in-
herit the land: when the wicked are 

cut off, thou shalt see it” (Ps. 

37:34). 

 
 “I waited patiently for the LORD; 

and he inclined unto me, and heard 
my cry. He brought me up also out 

of an horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, 

and established my goings. And he 
hath put a new song in my mouth, 
even praise unto our God: many 

shall see it, and fear, and shall trust 

in the LORD” (Ps. 40:1-3). 

 
 “I will praise thee for ever, because 

thou hast done it: and I will wait on 

thy name; for it is good before thy 

saints” (Ps. 52:9). 

Reflections 
R.L. Whiteside (1869-1951) 

 

 It is not well to try to move 
faster than God moves. Some 

mistakes have been made along 
the line by good men and 

women. Abraham and Sarah 
tried to hurry up the fulfillment 

of God’s promise that a son 
should be born to Abraham. 
They tried to move faster than 

God, and got into trouble. 
 

(Reflections, R.L. Whiteside, p. 

226) 

 
 “Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from 

him cometh my salvation … My soul, 

wait thou only upon God; for my expec-

tation is from him” (Ps. 62:1, 5). 

 
 “I wait for the LORD, my soul doth 

wait, and in his word do I hope. My soul 

waiteth for the Lord more than they that 
watch for the morning: I say, more than 

they that watch for the morning” (Ps. 

130:5-6). 

 
 In truth, this is but a small sampling 
of the verses which emphasize waiting 

on God. Again, I ask, “How patient are 
we?” In a world of instant gratification, 

where “drive-thru” windows are timed 
to the second, and where we get upset 

for standing in line, how patient are we, 
really? In a time where we have grown 

accustomed to “instant messages” on 
the computers, instant e-mails, updates, 

and the like, we have very much forgot-
ten that there are times we must wait. 

Yes, often it is we, like David, who must 
“wait” upon God! His timetable is not 

ours (II Pet. 3:8), yet His will and way 
always happens right on time! Again, 

how patient are we? 
 

 How patient are we concerning spiri-
tual growth, whether it is our growth or 

the growth of others?  Let us be patient 
and wait, for our time is not wasted 

when growing and doing the Lord’s will 
(I Cor. 15:58). In fact, the Galatians 

were told, “Let us not be weary in well do-
ing: for in due season we shall reap, if we 

faint not” (Gal. 6:9). Are we listening? 

 

 Brethren, let us not fall into the trap 
Abraham and Sarah fell into when they 

tried to run ahead of God. Let us work 
on our patience. Add patience to your 

faith (II Pet. 1:6), and see what blessings 
from God come to you as a result. 



“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 
Lord’s church, and served faith-
fully in that work. (As we know 

from I Timothy 3 and Titus 1, her 
life and actions would have helped 

“qualify” him for such a work.) 
 There were funny times we 

shared together as Becky and I 
would make our way to this area 

so I could preach for this young 
work. Sometimes, we spent Sun-

day afternoon at her house, where 
she fed us and others of the family 

who would come over. Her hospi-
tality, love, and genuine concern 

for her God and for this struggling 
congregation was apparent. 

 Even in her advanced age, as 
she prepared for her journey into 

eternity, she said do not spend a lot 
of time talking about her at her fu-

neral, but “preach to the sinners.” 
How this should be the request of 

all Christians! Away with the 
jokes, silliness, etc., that has in-

vaded such sober occasions as fu-
nerals, and let us speak to the liv-

ing, and show them why “It is better 
to go to the house of mourning, than to 

go to the house of feasting” and what 

they need to “lay ... to ... heart” 

while they still live (Ecc. 7:2)! After 
all, when we get right down to it, 

what else matters in life but 
whether or not I am right with God 

(Matt. 16:26)? Solomon under-
stood this (Ecc. 12:13). Do we? 

 Yes, let us talk to the living 
about spiritual matters, not only at 

the funerals, but on other occasions 

as well. It is Christ’s words that should 

hold sway over us. He said, “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 

saved; but he that believeth not shall be 

damned” (Mk. 16:15-16). This message 

has not lost one ounce of potency! The 
same message that saved people in the 1st 

century (Acts 2:38-41) is the same mes-
sage that saves people today (Rom. 1:16)! 

 Let us talk to the living about the 
Lord’s church. It was founded and estab-

lished by Christ (Matt. 16:18), and it was 
His blood that purchased it (Acts 20:28). 

If we are going to be a part of it, then we 
must submit to His plan for entrance 

(Acts 2:41, 47),  and submit to the Lord’s 
plan for worship (Jn. 4:24; Acts 2:42). 

When men refuse to do this, they are in 
sin because they are not worshipping “in 

spirit and in truth”! They are not the people 

the Father is seeking (Jn. 4:23)! 

 Let us talk to the living about being 
faithful to the very taking of our lives 

(Rev. 2:10). Our dear sister understood 
what it means to be faithful as she en-

dured the pain of standing for the truth, 
and fighting error and false doctrine even 

in her advancing age (I Cor. 15:58). She 
never stopped serving God. Have we? 

 Yes, Lillian Hollingsworth left this 
world on Friday, May 28, 2010. Yet, be-

fore she left, she took her place as one 
who left an indelible mark upon my life! 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
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he last Friday in 
May (5/28/10) 

marked the end of 
the earth-life of a 

very dear sister in 
Christ. I have 

known her since I was about 17, 
or so and she would have been in 

her early 70’s. She was a true 
inspiration to a young man start-

ing to preach. I can remember 
even then, her body was wearing 

out and physical problems 
plagued her. Yet, she continued 

as God allowed her to do so. 
When I first met her, she was 

one of a handful who stood up 
for the Lord’s way and against 

the slippery slope of liberalism. 
With her family, and a handful 

of others so dedicated and deter-
mined to obey the Lord, they 

began a new work, a sound, 
faithful congregation, in Greene 

County, IN in the early 1990’s. 
 At the time, she might have 

offered excuses like she was “too 
old” to fight for the truth like she 

once did, or she had too many 
friends she would lose. She 
might have allowed other fears 

to get in the way if she had not 
had the faith in the Lord that she 

had. Like Moses, she had work 
to do, even in her advanced age; 

and like Moses, she did it! Her 
actions and words served as an 

example to many, including a 
very impressionable teenaged-

preacher! 
 She would often tell me of her 

early years with her husband and 
six grown children (one daughter 

died at birth). She would talk 
about their lives together, the 

experiences she had as a Chris-
tian, and the truth of the Bible. 

At one point in life, her husband 
had become an elder in the 
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