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“Mercy And

Not Sacrifice”
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his statement is found
three times in the
Bible (Hos. 6:6; Matt.
9:13, 12:7). Jesus said
on two occasions, ‘7
will have mercy, and not
sacrifice.” This phrase was
originally uttered by God through
the prophet Hosea (6:6). There,
we read, ‘“For I desired mercy, and
not sacrifice; and the knowledge of
God more than burnt offerings.”
Similar words were uttered by
Micah (6:6-8). Also, when
Samuel condemned King Saul for
sparing Agag and the best of the
livestock, he said, “Hath the
LORD as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying
the voice of the LORD? Behold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams” (I
Sam. 15:22). As we can see, God
wanting “mercy and not sacri-
fice” is found often in Scripture.
This Phrase Is Misunder-
stood.

What was God saying? Some
have been fooled into thinking
that somehow God desires that
people be “merciful” even if this
means excluding other parts of
God’s will. This is wrong! God
never placed one aspect of His will
in conflict with another part. Yet,
some have the idea that mercy
and obedience are exclusive.
According to them, if one cries
for mercy, then he doesn’t have
to answer for his disobedience, or
what has falsely been called
“legalism,” etc. This is false. In
fact, this is akin to what the

Pharisees tried to do when they
tried to place God’s will concerning
the Temple in conflict with God’s
will concerning a child’s duty to his
parents (Mk. 7:9-13).

Another example of God not
placing one aspect of His will in
conflict with another is when Jesus
said, “Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of
mint and anise and cummin, and have
omitted the weightier matters of the law,
Judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought
ve to have done, and not to leave the
other undone” (Matt. 23:23). Many
have tried to make a distinction
between the ‘“weightier matters,” and
the “mint, anise, and cummin.” Yet,
notice that the Lord said they had a
responsibility to do both, and not to
choose one above the other! To put
God’s word in conflict with itself,
or to arbitrarily choose what one
will and will not do is to act like the
Pharisees. Remember, they made
the word of God “vain” by their
traditions (Mk. 7:9). If such actions
did that then in the first century,
what do you think it does today?

The True Meaning Of This
Phrase

What did Christ mean when He
told the Pharisees, “I will have mercy
and not sacrifice: for I am not come to
call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance” (Matt. 9:13)?7 Go back
and read Hosea 6:6 again. This
passage reveals God’s disposition
toward man. While certainly we
ought to be merciful toward others,
in this case, it is God who wishes to
show mercy (Ps. 117:2). He desires
to show mercy rather than

accepting burnt offerings over and over
again. King Saul missed the point here,
and tried to justify his disobedience to
God by stating that the animals were
saved for the purpose of offering
sacrifices to God (I Sam. 15:21). Yet,
can we not understand that if the people
had simply been obedient to the Lord
and not left things undone in the first
place, there would have been no need for
the burnt offerings!?!

This is the point being made in Ho-
sea, Matthew, and the other passages.
We need to follow the will of God, serve
Him, and the Lord will show mercy to
us! Sacrifices and burnt offerings had
their place, yes, but if the people would
have just done what they were supposed
to, there would have been no need for
the sacrifices! This is why God said that
to “obey” and to “hearken” are better than
the sacrifices! This is what Micah
declared when he wrote by inspiration,
“Wherewith shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before the high God? shall I
come before him with burnt offerings, with
calves of a year old? Will the LORD be
pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten
thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul? He hath showed
thee, O man, what is good, and what doth
the LORD require of thee, but to do justly,
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
thy God?” (Micah 6:6-8).

Conclusion

God showed mercy to men through
the ultimate act of sacrifice. He gave His
only-begotten Son to be the sacrifice for
man’s sin (Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:8)! Knowing
this is true, how will we respond? Will
we follow the Lord’s plan of salvation
(Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38)? In so doing, will
we then also be faithful to the Lord
(Rev. 2:10)? Now that the offering has
been made for man’s sin, let us live our
lives unselfishly for Him (Rom. 12:1-2).

“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16)
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o the surprise of
many, Jesus was a
very  controversial
person; and still is. As
He labored among the
Jews, they debated

each other about Him. In John

8:43 it says, “So there was a divi-

sion among the people because of

Him.”

Jesus did not recoil at this
division. He did not change His
message to make it more appeal-
ing and less-offensive in an at-
tempt to please everyone.
Rather, He stayed the course and
became increasingly controver-
sial. Eventually, as you know, it
reached the point where most
turned against Him and cried out
for His blood (Mk. 15:11-13).

The disciple should expect no
better than his Master (Jn.
15:18-21). A true follower of
Christ will be controversial. Paul
was said to be “a plague, a creator
of dissension” (Acts 24:5). He
stirred up trouble wherever he
went. He was thrown in jail at
Philippi (Acts 16). He caused a
riot at Ephesus (Acts 19). He was
arrested in Jerusalem after the
crowd nearly tore him apart
(Acts 21:26-36).

If we teach the truth and act
in accordance with the gospel,
should we expect anything differ-
ent? How controversial are you?
It is not that Jesus, Paul, and the
others sought to anger people.
They did not act arrogantly.
However, they did anger people
to an extreme degree. This is the
nature of truth as it clashes with
the world. If we follow Jesus we

Wg clésh with Ae world too.

Efls worthy of note is the fact
)th tle enemies of Paul and Jesus
were religious men. Paul had trou-
ble with pagans (Ephesus), but his
greatest persecutors were the Jews
(Acts 14, 17). Jesus’ enemies were
the religious leaders of Judaism. It
should not shock wus that
in our time the most rabid oppo-
nents of the truth are religious
leaders; ones that are popular and
hold great influence over the
masses just like the scribes and
Pharisees did.

No matter what, all those who
love the Lord must stand with
Him. We cannot be cowards and
get into heaven (Rev. 21:8).
Rather, we need to “Watch, stand
fast in the faith, be brave, be strong”
regardless of the controversy or
divisions that will result (I Cor.
16:13).

Editords Not

Our brother Steve did a fine job
in showing us just what is involved
in being a Christian. When I read
articles like the above, I am re-
minded of II Timothy 2:3-4 which
describes Christians as “soldiers”.
This is an appropriate description,
because this is what Christians are,
soldiers for Christ!

What kind of soldiers are we?

We are not physical soldiers, promoting
an earthly cause, but spiritual soldiers
with a spiritual work to do (Rom. 14:17).
This is seen when we hear the words of
Christ who declared Himself not a ruler
over this earth, but a King whose king-
dom is “not from here” (earth, Jn. 18:36).
This is again made abundantly clear when
we read the words the apostle Paul wrote
to the Corinthians. He said, “For though
we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the
flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strong holds;) Casting down imagina-
tions, and every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ; And having in a readiness to revenge all
disobedience, when your obedience is ful-
filled” (IT Cor. 10:3-6).

Since this is true, we also understand
that there will be division as folks’ loyal-
ties are revealed, and we see their loyalties
are not with the Lord, but with someone/
something else! Seeing that “no man can
serve two masters” (Matt. 6:24), then de-
cisions must be made, and yes, divisions
Pwill come!

Yes, there are folks who will be di-
vided; some loving us, and others hating
us for becoming Christians. Folks will be
divided as to how they may treat us be-
cause of our decision, yet a decision must
be made by each one of us. Decide
today whether you will be for or§

against Christ (Jas. 4:4). i
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