
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

hat do the disciples 
in John 6 and Luke 

9, the Pharisees of 
John 12, and 

Agrippa (Acts 24) 
have in common? 

(For your study, read: Jn. 6:60-
66; Lk. 9:57-62; Jn. 12:42-43; and 

Acts 24:24-27.) We might not see 
the connection at first, but it is 

there! Put simply, what at first 
seems like random characters are 

actually connected by their atti-
tudes toward the Lord. You see, 

while all these people expressed 
an interest in Christ, none of 

these people were actually com-
mitted to Him! 

 On one occasion, a man 
named Richard Blanchard said, 

“There’s a difference between 
interest and commitment. When 

you’re interested in doing some-
thing, you do it only when it’s 

convenient.  When you’re com-
mitted to something, you accept 

no excuses; only results.” With 
this in mind, let me ask you, dear 

reader, “Are you interested or are 
you committed?” 
 

God 
 Is God just a passing interest 
to you, or are you committed to 
Him? In the New Testament, we 

are told, “But seek ye first the king-
dom of God, and his righteousness; 

and all these things shall be added 

unto you” (Matt. 6:33). Are we 

obedient to Christ’s word? 
 For too many people, God is 

merely Someone we are 
“interested” in when it is conven-
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ient for us! When “inconvenient” or 
when we are “too busy”, then we 

push God to the side. How tragic 
when we see from the Bible that 

God demands first place! 
 When Jesus spoke of the love we 

ought to have for God, He said, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy mind” (Matt. 22:37). 

Does this sound like a passing inter-
est in God is acceptable, or should 
we make an actual commitment? 

 Perhaps we can better appreciate 
what is needed if we ask this ques-

tion: “Are we God’s interest, or is 
He committed to us?” Look at what 

he has done. He created us, He sus-
tains us, and has sent His Son to 

this world to be the sacrifice for our 
sins (Acts 17:24-25; Jn. 3:16; I Jn. 

3:16). Truly, God is committed to 
us. Are we committed to Him? 

 

Marriage 
 We have many people interested 
in marriage, but few truly commit-

ted. If you don’t agree, just read the 
paper and see how many folks file 

for divorces on a weekly basis in 
this town! We need to be a people 

who are committed to, not just in-
terested in, marriage. 

 I say this because marriage is a 
relationship that was created by 

God (Gen. 2:18-25). He expects a 
man and woman who marry to stay 

married for life (Rom. 7:2-3). They 
need to be willing to work through 

the ups-and-downs in life, and stay 
married “til death do us part”! 

Tragically, we live in a society that 
does not encourage us to do this. 

We are encouraged to stay married 

“til we find someone better”, or “til we 
grow apart,” etc. This is contradictory to 

Bible teaching! 
 When we read about marriage in 

such passages as Ephesians 5:22-33; Ti-
tus 2:3-8; and I Peter 3:1-7; we are see-

ing a true picture of commitment to one 
another. A husband and wife’s relation-

ship are an illustration of Christ and the 
church. Don’t we owe it to God, our-

selves, as well as to our children and fu-
ture generations of people to live in such 

a way as to express true commitment? 
 Friends, when we are committed in 

our marriage, we will remember Ephe-
sians 4:26-27 and live by it! There, we 

are told, “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not 
the sun go down upon your wrath: Neither 

give place to the devil”. When we are com-

mitted to one another, we don’t let 

things get “out of hand” with our anger! 
 When we are committed to marriage, 

we ought also remember that if we have 
issues with one another (we are different 

people, after all), then we will strive to 
get those problems resolved as soon as 

possible (Matt. 5:23-24; 18:15)! 
 When we are committed to marriage, 

we will treat one another the way we 
want to be treated (Matt. 7:12). This is 

key to a happy and peaceful home-life. 
Remember, marriage is a relationship 

where two different people (opposite 
genders), from two different families 

(hopefully), growing up in two different 
backgrounds, join their lives together 

into one! Yes, this takes true commit-
ment on the part of both! Are we that 

committed, or are we just interested? Let 
us answer this question before we get 
married! 

 

The Bible 
 When thinking about one’s interest 
versus his commitment, I like to read 

what David had to say in Psalm 119. 
David wrote: 



“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 
as we are not inconvenienced? Are 
we satisfied to hear the Bible so 

long as we don’t have to spend 
time learning? Be honest! 

 

Christian 
 The name “Christian” is used 
rather loosely today in society. It 

seems that some will throw the 
name “Christian” upon anything if 

they think it will be advantageous 
to them. When we read the Scrip-

ture, we find that the name 
“Christian” was given by God and 

belongs only to certain ones. The 
first time we read this name is in 

Acts 11:26, where it is written, “the 
disciples were called Christians first in 

Antioch.” 

 Having read this, we must ask,  

“Who is a disciple?” Jesus an-
swered this question in John 8:31 

when He said, “If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed.” 

Therefore, since a disciple is one 
who continues in Christ’s word, 

and a Christian is a disciple, then 
we are assured that it is not mere 

interest that describes a Christian, 
but commitment!! 
 For further proof, consider the 

level of commitment that is needed 
when one is a Christian: 

 I Corinthians 15:58 says He 

must be “always abounding in the 

work of the Lord”! 

 
 Revelation 2:10  says we must 

be “faithful unto death”. 

 
 I Peter 4:4 describes how one is 

treated when he commits to following 

Christ. Yet, enduring this is minor 
compared to the glory and reward that 

is to come for being a child of God 
(Rom. 8:18; II cor. 4:17). 

 
 Being a Christian changes our thinking 

(Phil. 4:8), words (Jas. 3), and deeds (Jas. 
1:26-27) to conform to Christ! (Rom. 12:1

-2; Col. 3:17) Truly, such changes de-
mand commitment, not merely an inter-

est! Again, which best describes us? If we 
are only interested, but not committed to 

Christ, then this is the time to repent! 
 

Conclusion 
 Remember dear readers what Richard 

Blanchard said, “There’s a difference be-
tween interest and commitment. When 

you’re interested in doing something, you 
do it only when it’s convenient.  W h e n 

you’re committed to something, you ac-
cept no excuses; only results.” I might add 

a similar thought: “Those who want to, 
find a way. Those who don’t want to, find 

excuses.” 
 Folks, it is high time that we got past 

the “interest” stage and got “committed”!! 
If you are not committed, you can change 

from just being interested to being com-
mitted! This is what needs to be done! 

Will you do it? 
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 “With my whole heart have I 

sought thee: O let me not wander 
from thy commandments. Thy 

word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against 

thee” (v. 10-11) 

 
 “Teach me, O LORD, the way 

of thy statutes; and I shall keep 

it unto the end” (v. 33). 

 
 “I will delight myself in thy 

commandments, which I have 

loved” (v. 47). 

 
 “Thou art my portion, O 

LORD: I have said that I would 

keep thy words” (v. 57). 

 
 “O how love I thy law! it is my 

meditation all the day” (v. 97). 

 
 “Through thy precepts I get un-

derstanding: therefore I hate 
every false way. Thy word is a 

lamp unto my feet, and a light 

unto my path” (v. 104-105). 

 
 These examples represent just 

a small sampling of passages we 
could read that extol the value 

and virtues of the Bible! 
 A prime example of the differ-

ence between interest and com-
mitment can be found by observ-

ing the differences between the 
apostle Paul and the Athenians 

of Acts 17:16-34. The apostle 
Paul came into town, preached 

the truth and stood against the 
idolaters, proclaiming and living 

the truth that there is only One 
God and that men need to be 

saved from their sins. The Athe-
nians, on the other hand, “spent 

their time in nothing else, but either 
to tell, or to hear some new 

thing” (v. 21). They really didn’t 

care about what was true or 

false. They just wanted to hear 
some nice-sounding “story”!  

 Which describes us? Are we 
interested, or committed? Are we 

satisfied to hear the Bible so long 


