
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

efore the Israelites 
entered the land of 

Canaan, Moses com-
manded the people, 

saying, “When the 
LORD thy God shall 

bring thee into the land whither thou 
goest to possess it, and hath cast out 
many nations before thee, the Hit-

tites, and the Girgashites, and the 
Amorites, and the Canaanites, and 

the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites, seven nations greater 
and mightier than thou; And when 

the LORD thy God shall deliver them 
before thee; thou shalt smite them, 

and utterly destroy them; thou shalt 
make no covenant with them, nor 
shew mercy unto them: Neither shalt 

thou make marriages with them; thy 
daughter thou shalt not give unto his 
son, nor his daughter shalt thou take 

unto thy son. For they will turn away 
thy son from following me, that they 

may serve other gods: so will the an-
ger of the LORD be kindled against 
you, and destroy thee sud-

denly” (Deut. 7:1-4). 

 

 This word was obeyed during 
the conquest of Canaan under 

Joshua’s leadership. While 
Joshua led the people, they were 

faithful to obey this command. 
They had occasions of disobedi-

ence such as when they made a 
covenant with those of Gibeon 

without asking the Lord first 
(Josh. 9), but for the most part, 

they were obedient to destroy the 
inhabitants of Canaan as God 

said. Yet, after some 30 years of 
fighting, there was a shift or 

change in the hearts of the peo-
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ple, so that after the death of Joshua 
(Judg. 1:1), it seems the people 

grew tired or perhaps apathetic to-
ward the command to “utterly de-

stroy” (Deut. 7:2), and so they 

stopped doing it. Beginning in 

Judges 1:20, we read where the Is-

raelite tribes stopped “utterly” de-

stroying, and they allowed the Ca-
naanite people to live with them in 

the land. The result was that, “An 
angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal 

to Bochim, and said, I made you to go 
up out of Egypt, and have brought you 

unto the land which I sware unto your 
fathers; and I said, I will never break 
my covenant with you. And ye shall 

make no league with the inhabitants of 
this land; ye shall throw down their al-

tars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: 
why have ye done this? Wherefore I also 
said, I will not drive them out from be-

fore you; but they shall be as thorns in 
your sides, and their gods shall be a 
snare unto you. And it came to pass, 

when the angel of the LORD spake these 
words unto all the children of Israel, 

that the people lifted up their voice, and 

wept” (Judg. 2:1-4). 

 
 Just as God had promised, the 

Canaanites and other heathen na-
tions continued to be “thorns” in 

the “sides” of the people for years 
and years. In fact, after their Baby-

lonian captivity and then return of 
the remnant, we read, “Now when 

these things were done, the princes came 
to me, saying, The people of Israel, and 
the priests, and the Levites, have not 

separated themselves from the people of 
the lands, doing according to their 
abominations, even of the Canaanites, 

the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, 

the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, 
and the Amorites. For they have taken of 

their daughters for themselves, and for their 
sons: so that the holy seed have mingled 
themselves with the people of those lands: yea, 

the hand of the princes and rulers hath been 

chief in this trespass” (Ezra 9:1-2). In other 

words, the people who should have been 
“utterly destroyed” all those years ago 

continued to be a problem and a “snare” 
to God’s people due to their apathy and 

disobedience. 
 

 What can we learn from this account 
of a people so long gone? For one thing, 

the records of their actions are given for 
our learning (Rom. 15:4). Let us learn 

from the mistakes they made when they 
made leagues with sinful people. Let us 

beware of having fellowship with sinful 
people in this world who have no inter-

est in obedience to God or in going to 
Heaven (I Cor. 15:33; Eph. 5:11). Just as 

they served as “snares” and “thorns” for 
God’s people in the past, so will they be 

for Christians today! 
 

 At the same time, let us consider 
something even “closer to home.” How 
many Christians are still dealing with 

and fighting the same sins and tempta-
tions in their lives that they have had 

since they first became Christians? Per-
haps it is that when we were taught to 

repent of our sins (Acts 2:38), and to 
“put to death the old man” (see: Rom. 

6:6), we decided we would leave the 
“old man” on “life support”!?! (Are we 

truly converted?) The apostle Paul said if 
he did not discipline his body (keep it 

under control) then he would be dis-
qualified, or a cast away from God (I 

Cor. 9:27). After all these years, have we 
got “control” yet? This same one told 

the Philippians that regardless of past 
accomplishments and accolades that 

men might think important, he was de-



“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 
 When He walked this earth, 
Jesus spoke in parables. One of 

these was the parable of the sower 
(Matt. 13:3-23). In this parable, He 

said that the sower sowed the seed, 
and it fell upon the “thorny” 

ground, and the word was finally 
choked out! Could this be us? Are 

we allowing our “leagues” and 
“alliances” with sin to finally 

choke out the word that has been 
implanted (Jas. 1:21) in our hearts? 

As the Lord told His people, so say 
I now again, “Consider your ways”! 

 
 When one confesses his faith in 

Christ (Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:10; 
Matt. 13:32; Titus 1:16; etc.), it is 

no small occasion. We are not 
merely saying “words,” but are 

declaring a change in allegiance! 
We no longer wish to be allied 

with Satan and with his kingdom 
of darkness and the inherent curses 

that come from him. Rather, we 
are wanting to be allied with God 

and His kingdom of light and all 
the inherent blessings that come 

from Him. Is that not what we all 
want? Then, why are we holding 

on to past sins and giving in to the 
same old temptations? Let us let go 

of those things. Do not make provi-
sion for the flesh, but be truly, 

wholly, and completely allied with 
God. This can and must be done, 

otherwise, we will be like the Isra-
elites who had the Canaanites as 
continual “thorns” and “snares.” 

WHAT CAN I DO 

TO HELP? 
 Our gospel meeting with Mi-
chael McCleeary begins today 
and goes through Friday PM, 
Lord willing. Below are a few 
things you can do to make this 
gospel meeting a success this 
week: 
 
 Invite Others. 
 

 Attend This Meeting 

   Faithfully. 
 

 Listen Attentively. 
 

 Search the Scriptures To See  

  Whether Those Things Are So. 
 

 Worship God In Spirit And In 

 Truth. 

 

 Pray For This Meeting And  

  The Speaker. 

 

Will you do your part to 

help this week?? 
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termined to forget “those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth 

unto those things which are be-

fore” (Phil. 3:13). Too many call-

ing themselves children of God 
are still dealing with the same 

old sins that they have always 
dealt with because they never 

really put them to death! Does 
this sound familiar? In a real 

sense, men today can become 
like the Israelites of old; dealing 

with the same old problems and 
the same old sins, and never 

really seeming to get anywhere 
because we have allied ourselves 

with matters that we really ought 
to turn loose! 

 
 Being in league with the Ca-

naanites hampered and hindered 
the work of the Israelites. This is 

made clear as we read the Old 
Testament. How much more 

then can our sins hinder our 
growth and work in the Lord 

when we hold on to them? How 
does this happen? Remember the 

words in Romans 13:14: “But put 
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make not provision for the flesh, to 

fulfil the lusts thereof.” When we 

are making provisions, i.e., pro-
viding a way for our lusts to be 

fulfilled, look at the problems 
this causes! Are we making 
“provisions” for the flesh? In 

other words, rather than a deter-
mined resolve to repent and for-

sake that past life of sin and live 
a pure and pleasing life, are we 

making a way by which we can 
still “enjoy” actions that should 

have been put away years ago? 
When we are acting like this, is 

there any wonder why we have 
folks in the Lord’s church who 

may have been baptized 10-20-30 
or more years ago, and are still 

spiritual “babies”! We should be 
teaching, but instead have a need 

for others to teach us (Heb. 5:12-
14)! 

 


