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“If Christ Had Not Come To Earth ...”

Jarrod Jacobs

t is certainly a difficult

concept to fathom, but

consider the following

question for a moment:

“What if Christ had not

come to earth?” What if
for some reason the Lord just re-
fused to come to earth as was
planned? What would that mean
to us? I believe there are several
terrible consequences if the Lord
had not come to earth. Among
these are the following:

There Is No New Testament

Consider for a moment that
the very standard under which
we live does not exist if Christ
did not come to the earth. Why
do I say this? It is because Jesus is
the mediator of a “better covenant
established upon better promises”; a
“new covenant” for men today
(Heb. 8:6, 9:15, 12:24). This
covenant was promised of God in
Jeremiah 31:31-34 and fulfilled in
Christ (Heb. 8:5-13).

Yet, if Christ did not come to
earth, then this covenant did not
come into effect. Christ did not
fulfill this prophecy, and the
Mosiac law remains in force, a
law described as, “a yoke upon the
neck of the disciples, which neither
our fathers nor we were able to
bear” (Acts 15:10). This also
means that we, the Gentiles,
must either become proselytes to
this law or remain as a people
who are ‘“without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers from the cove-
nants of promise, having no hope,

and without God in the world” (Eph.
2:12). In addition to this, Christ did
not break down ‘“the middle wall of
partition” between Jews and Gen-
tiles, nor did He make peace (Eph.
2:14-15)!

What tragedy there is in human
history if Christ did not come to this
earth and establish His New Testa-
ment as the Bible says!

There Is No Church
Christ said to Peter, “.. upon this
rock I will build my church;, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against
it” (Matt. 16:18). Remember,
though, if Christ did not come to
this earth, then He did not say those
words, did He? There is no church
to which men were added in Acts
2:47 (and today) because Christ was
not here to promise it nor purchase

it with His blood (Acts 20:28)!

There Is No Salvation

Christ came into this world to
“seek and save that which was
lost” (Lk. 19:10). His purpose for
coming to earth was fulfilled when
He died upon the cross and served
as that great sacrifice for sin (Matt.
20:28)! His work was completed
upon the cross (Jn. 19:30), and by
His stripes, we are healed (Isa. 53:5;
I Pet. 2:24). This is a fact. Yet, as
we have already seen, if Christ did
not come to the earth, then none of
these things are true. We are still in
our sins and are doomed to die in
those sins!

Some Observations And
Applications

I imagine that the above conse-
quences to Christ not coming to earth
are pretty obvious to folks. Perhaps you
thought of many other consequences
that would be true if Christ had not
come to the earth. Yet, these are enough
to make the applications we need to
make.

First, the world around us acts as if
there is no authority or Lord to whom
they must submit! They act as if there is
no church God has chosen, and cer-
tainly there is not just one way to salva-
tion (see: Jn. 14:6)! After all, to suggest
that people today have committed sin is
“antiquated” and “judgmental” toward
the world’s population! Certainly, peo-
ple in the world do not respect the differ-
ences between the Old and New Cove-
nants, either! The world thinks it is all
out-dated!

In other words, folks today are al-
ready living as if Christ never came to
the earth! What will be the result of such
thinking and actions? (see: Jn. 8:24)

Second, let me remind Christians to
not forget to look in the mirror, your-
selves (Jas. 1:22-25)! Could it be that we
are living like this, too? Are we more
concerned about getting our way than
we are submitting to the Lord and the
plain words of the New Testament? Be
honest! Are we embarrassed to hear or
study about the one true church found in
Scripture? (Matt. 10:32-33) Have we
fallen for men’s lies? Could it be that we
are living as if Christ did not come to the
earth? If so, what is the difference be-
tween you and the worldly person?
Christ came to this world to establish
His covenant, build His church, and
save sinners (I Tim. 1:15). Let us thank
God for this amazing gift!!

“Too many Christians worship their
work, work at their play, and play at
their worship.”

“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16)
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99.9% Effort

Jarrod Jacobs

hen we spend time
reading and study-
ing the Scripture,
we have to be im-
pressed with the
fact that God
wants our “all” —
100% dedicated effort to Him!
We see this when we read that
those in Smyrna were promised
the crown of life if they would be
“faithful unto death” (Rev. 2:10).
‘When writing to the Corinthians,
the apostle Paul told them to,
“Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your la-
bour is not in vain in the Lord” (1
Cor. 15:58). In both verses, we
see emphasis placed upon giving
God our all as His children.

Yet, what if we give less than
our all? How will that effect us
spiritually? Perhaps instead of
100%, we are tempted to offer
80% or 90%? What if someone is
very “ambitious” and says, “I’ll
give 99.9% to God, but not the
full 100%.”? Would this be ac-
ceptable? Below I have listed ar-
eas of life that are affected when
men settle for 99.9%. Please read
the following and then you figure
out if 99.9% is “good enough.” If
men settle for 99.9% in their ef-
forts in society .....

¢ 12 newborns will be given to
the wrong parents daily.

¢ 114,500 mismatched pairs of
shoes will be shipped each
year.

¢ 18,322 pieces of mail will be
mishandled every hour.

¢ 2,000,000 documents will be
lost by the IRS this year.

¢ 2.5 million books will be
shipped with the wrong covers.

¢ Two planes landing at Chi-
cago's O'Hare airport will have
unsafe landings every day.

¢ 315 entries in Webster's Dic-
tionary will be misspelled.

¢ 20,000 incorrect drug prescrip-
tions will be written this year.

+ 880,000 credit cards in circula-
tion will turn out to have incor-
rect cardholder information on
their magnetic strips.

¢ 103,260 income tax returns will
be processed incorrectly during
the year.

¢ 5.5 million cases of soft drinks
produced will be flat.

¢ 291 pacemaker operations will
be performed incorrectly.

¢ 3056 copies of tomorrow's
Wall Street Journal will be
missing one of the three sec-
tions.

Facts like the above are unac-
ceptable in modern life, aren’t
they? 99.9% effort is not enough in
business, transportation, medical
care, or anywhere else, is it? Now,
if we can appreciate these facts in

our earth-life, how much more then,
ought we see the need for expending
100% effort in our spiritual lives?

Read the following verses, and see
what they have in common:

Revelation 22:14
Matthew 7:21
Hebrews 5:8-9

II Corinthians 5:14-15

What do these passages have in com-
mon? Put simply, none of these passages
allow for partial commitment, or half-
hearted effort! In fact, after all Christ has
done for us, how can we do any less?
Truly, He gave His all for us. He loves us
whole-heartedly, and has sacrificed to the
greatest degree. Friend, are you giving
100% to the Lord? If not, why not?

A Thougqght Wor t R

“Something all ladies and men would
do well to ask themselves when they
are getting dressed for the day. ‘Does
what I am wearing say to others that I
am striving for holiness and purity in
my life?” What we wear or don't wear
sends a message. What message do we
want others to read about us?”

Stan Adams, Pensacola, FL
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“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16)




