
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

n the book of Mala-
chi, God’s people 

were condemned for 
engaging in various 

sins before God. Yet, 
though this was true, 

God still declared His love for 
them (Mal. 1:2). In response to 

God’s declaration of love, the 
people foolishly asked, “How have 

you loved us?” God’s response was 

to tell them to observe the land of 

Edom. (Mal. 1:3-4). Edom con-
tinued to fail because God was 

not blessing them. In contrast, 

God told Israel: “Your eyes shall 
see, and ye shall say, The LORD will 
be magnified from the border of Is-

rael” (v. 5). 

 Throughout the book of Mala-

chi, it becomes abundantly clear 
that God loves His people, and 

the extent to which He loves 
them. (Read about John and Je-

sus in Mal. 4). 
 The conversation between 

God and His people in the book 
of Malachi got me to thinking 

about us in the 21st century. 
Have we ever talked like the Isra-

elites? Have our outward circum-
stances become so frustrating at 

times that we would ask whether 
or not God actually loves us? 

 After the storm of problems 
passed, what conclusion did we 

draw? Did we still wonder where 
God’s love was, or did we see it? 

Maybe you’re still in the midst of 
problems right now and are won-

dering about God’s love (whether 
or not you would ever admit it 

out loud)? 
 Are we kind of like Asaph (Ps. 
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73:1-3, 13-16)? Are we afraid if we 
said this out loud we’d be consid-

ered some kind of a reprobate or an 
outcast or someone with no faith? 

 Have we lost loved ones and 
wondered where God was? Or have 

we wondered if God really loved us 
when He did not answer prayers the 

way we thought He should have? 
 Various situations in life can be 

difficult for us, and it may cause us 
to wonder. Maybe we are wonder-

ing, not if God loves us, but if God 
STILL loves us? Where is the evi-

dence of God’s love for us? I believe 
the evidence is abundant. Please 

consider the following. 
 

Creation/Physical Blessings 
 I start here because this is the 

basis of it all! If there is no creation, 
then you are not loved! This is 

where the evolutionists miss it – 
they say this planet and all its in-
habitants are here by mere cosmic 

accident! Yet, if we are the acci-
dent, the mutants, that we just 

―happened‖, then why can’t we 
find any other place that has life? 

(We have looked on Mars, Venus, 
the moon, etc. We have space tele-

scopes looking and have found 
nothing!) 

 The truth is that God made man 
in HIS likeness (Gen. 1:26-31)!! 

God’s crowning act on earth was to 
make man, the creation, like Him! 

In connection with this, Acts 17:24-
29 is an explanation of creation as 

well as God’s continued favor in 
providing physical blessings. In 

other words, God is not only our 
Creator, He is our Sustainer! 

 What kind of love is this that we 

find One willing to create and sustain a 
creation? Now that we know this, let us 

ask what we have done to ―deserve‖ or 
―earn‖ this! Yet, God continues to bless 

us. “While the earth remaineth, seedtime 
and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 

and winter, and day and night shall not 

cease” (Gen. 8:22). “He maketh his sun to 

rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 

rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt. 

5:45b) 
 Thus, when men today ask, ―How 

have you loved us, God?‖ His answer is 
―I made you, and continue to bless 

you!‖ 
 

The Unfolding Of God’s Plan Of 
Salvation  

 Not long after man’s creation, Satan 
entered the picture and tempted Eve. He 

was successful, and in a short time, both 
Eve and Adam were guilty of sin (Gen. 

3:1-6). Immediately following this event, 
God spoke the first prophecy concerning 

Christ (Gen. 3:15). While we understand 
that Jesus was “the Lamb slain from the 

foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8b); 

starting in Genesis 3, we read of how 

God’s plan unfolds on earth. 
 Therefore, we read about people 

called ―sons of God‖, descendants of 
Seth who were following what God 

commanded (Gen. 5-6). Yet, as men 
continued to grow more and more sin-

ful, Noah was chosen by God to build 
an Ark and save the faithful (Gen. 6-8; I 

Pet. 3:20; Heb. 11:7). 
 After the Flood and the dispersion at 

Babel, Abraham was chosen to be the 
patriarch through whom Messiah would 

come (Gen. 12, 15, 17; Gal. 3:16). After 
the Exodus from Egypt, God added the 

law (Ex. 20; Gal. 3:19). “But when the 
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 

his Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law, To redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of 
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 Christ’s Name: When we are 

saved from sin (Acts 2:38, 22:16), 
we get to wear the name of Christ, 

i.e., Christian (Acts 11:26). We 
don’t want someone we don’t love 

wearing our name, do we? Yet, 
God wants us wearing His name. 

He loves us! Allowing men to wear 
His name was prophesied in Isaiah 

56:5, 62:2, and 65:15. It was then 
fulfilled in Acts 11:26, 26:28; and I 

Peter 4:16. This is a spiritual bless-
ing! 

 The Gift Of The Holy Spirit: 

Another blessing we find is de-
scribed in Acts 2:38. It says, 
“Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive 

the gift of the Holy Ghost.” What is 

the gift of the Holy Spirit? It is:  
 Fellowship with God (II John 

9; Jas. 4:8a) 

 Being added to the church as a 
result of salvation (Acts 2:47). 

 Being heirs of God (Rom. 8:16-
17). 

 Becoming a new creature (II 
Cor. 5:17). 

 The promise of a home in 
Heaven (Titus 1:2). 

 Knowing we can pray and God 
will listen (I Pet. 3:10-12). 

 Being able to develop a spiri-
tual mindset that the world 

does not have (Rom. 8:6). 
 Spiritual Growth (II Pet. 3:18) 

 Christ being with us as we wor-
ship (Rev. 2:1, 1:13; Jn. 4:24) 

 Possessing weapons and protection 
against Satan’s advances: (Eph. 6:13-

18; II Cor. 10:3-6; I Cor. 10:12-13) 
 When men ask God, ―How have you 

loved us?‖ God answers man by saying, 
―I have loved you so much I made a way 

for you to grow closer to me on earth 
while you prepare for Heaven!‖ 

 

Heaven – The Home Of The Saved 
 Heaven is the final destination for the 
saved after the Judgment day (Matt. 

25:46). Heaven is the place where we will 
“ever be with the Lord” (I Thess. 4:17). This 

is where God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, and 
the angels are! This is the place of no hun-

ger or thirst, no oppression, no tears, and 
provision made for us (Rev. 7:13-17). 

 Yes, when men today turn to God and 
ask, ―How have you loved us?‖ God pa-

tiently answers, ―I love you so much I 
want you to be in Heaven with me one 

day‖ (II Pet. 3:9). 
 

Conclusion 
 The next time we get to thinking like 

the Israelites in Malachi 1:2, or we get 
down on life; go to God’s book and re-

member God is unselfish with us! We 
ought to be the same with Him! While 

some may wonder where God’s love is 
evident, will we refuse the objective evi-

dence that is right in front of us?? Sadly, 
the Jews did this. What about us? 

Page 2                                   The Old Paths 

I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
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sons” (Gal. 4:4-5). 

 This plan of salvation was 
unfolding in the background 
through history (I Pet. 1:10-12). 

 When at times men ask, 
―How have you loved us, God?‖ 

God’s answer is, ―I have been 
patient in making a way by 

which you can be saved from 
sin; that curse which has brought 

so much evil into this world!‖ 
 

Christ – The Focus Of Sal-
vation 

 Yes, all the promises, prophe-
cies, sacrifices, and all, pointed 

men to Christ! In Christ all these 
things were fulfilled (Matt. 5:17)! 

When we study the Bible, we see 
God’s love at every point—from 

prophecy to fulfillment! (Jn. 
3:16; Rom. 5:8; I Jn. 3:16, 4:9-

10). 
 Christ’s coming to this earth, 

enduring the cross (Heb. 12:2); 
yes, His entire life’s purpose was 

to fulfill God’s commands (Jn. 
9:4, 17:4, 19:30)! Truly, He is the 

focus of salvation, as well as all 
of the Bible! Everything happen-

ing before Christ pointed to Him, 
everything since His ascension 

has pointed back to Him! 
 When men today ask, ―How 

have you loved us, God?‖ God 
responds by answering, ―In 

Malachi’s day, I promised a Sav-
ior to come (Mal. 4:2-3). Today, 

you are the recipient’s of salva-
tion provided by my promised 

Savior when you follow my plan 
of salvation!‖ (Mk. 16:16; etc.) 

 

Spiritual Blessings From 
God 

 The Ephesian Christians were 

told, “Blessed be the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in 

Christ” (Eph. 1:3). Just what kind 

of spiritual blessings are under 

consideration? Truly, there are 
many blessings we could name. 


