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“Happy New Year!”

Jarrod Jacobs

- May our

homes be

filled with

love (Col.

3:19; Titus 4),
and may we guide our childrenin
the paths of righteousness in
2010.

- God, through
Peter said, “Be
ready always to
gve an an-
aver...” (Il Pet.

3:15). Let usbe
“always abounding in the work of
theLord” (I Cor. 15:58). We have
much to do for the Lord this
year; let’s get busy!!

- Perseverance is
key if we are to
finish our race.
The apostle Paul
is a prime exam-

ple of what it

means to persevere (Phil. 4:11-

13). May we have our eyes on the
goal thisyear (Cal. 3:1-3)!

- Face persecu-

tion the way

godly men and

women did in Bi-

ble days (Heb.

11:32-40). The apostle said that

all who will live godly in Christ

Jesus “chall auffer persecution” (11

Tim. 3:12). Jesus said those who

would suffer would be called
‘“‘Dlessed” (Matt. 5:10-12).

- To those who can,

let us give God the

strength of our

youth. One’s youth

is the time to: Re

member God, rejoice in the Lord,
and serve Him (Ecc. 11:9-12:1). Re-
member to ‘“le no man depise thy
youth; but be thou an example to the
bdievas...” (I Tim. 4:12).

- Nothing

can separate

us from the

love of God

(Rom. 8:35-
39). Throughout this year, when we
fall, let us return to the Lord in re-
pentance, and ask Him for forgive-
ness (Acts 8:22; | Jn. 1:9). He will
forgive our sins, because He loves
us and wants us to be with Him in
Heaven one day.

- Be a righteous ex-

ample before others.

Chrigtians have this

responsibility,

whether young or old
(I Tim. 4:12; Titus 2:2-8). Remem-
ber, our “works” will follow us
(Rev. 14:13).

- Wisdom is an

attribute  we

need to acquire

at al coss

(Prov. 23:23)! It
can only be obtained by spending
time in God’s word and then ac-
tively applying it!! (Wisdom is the
application of knowledge!) Make
2010 the year that we heed the
words of Solomon and “gg wis
dom” (Prov. 4.5, 7-13)!

A New Year s “Acrostic”
12 lessons for the next 12
months!!

- As we think about where

we have been, and where we

are going, are we till yearn-

ing to go to Heaven? Let

this drive and determination
dwell within our hearts. This life is not
the “be-all and end-all”! We are strang-
ers and pilgrims on this world (I Pet.
2:9). Therefore, let us yearn and actively
seek that eternal home - Heaven (Heb.
11:13-16)!

- Exalt God and be faith-
ful to Him this year! God
wants those ready and
willing to worship Him
“In goirit and in truth” (Jn.

4:24). He wants folks
whose faithfulness is seen in their words
and deeds whether before men, or when
we are alone (Col. 3:17). Let us rever-
ently exalt our King, worship Him faith-
fully, and bring others to Him in 2010!

- A new year brings
with it certain respon-
sibilities. Among those
which demand our
highest priority isto be

active in the Lord’s
service. Thereisno room in God’s army
for lazy folks! He needs active soldiers
(I Tim. 2:3-4), “workmen” (Il Tim.
2:15) who are ready to live for Him
every day of this new year!

- The Christian can
regjoice because his
name is written in
Heaven! In whatever
state we may be, we

ought to say as Paul,
“Rejoice in theLord alway: and again | say,
Rejoice” (Phil. 4:4). No, circumstances
in the coming year will not always be
pleasant; but we can till have joy! This
is a result of our relationship with Christ
— we belong to Him!!

«Thus saith the LORD, Stand yein the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, whereisthe good way, and walk therein, and ye shell firdred far yaur sals~ (Je. 616
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“With Him, It’s

Automatic”
Larry Ray Hafley, Cookeville, TN

ome years ago, the
TV announcer was
talking about Mi-
chael Jordan and his
ability to score
“during  ‘crunch
time,”” when his team, the Chi-
cago Bulls, needed him to do so.
He said, “With him, it’s auto-
matic." In other words, you can
depend on it. Jordan will come
through.

The Lord felt the same way
about Abraham. He knew Abra-
ham would not fail to do his
duty (Gen. 18:19). He felt the
same way about Job (Job 1:8).
But what about us? What about
you? What about me? With re-
spect to our worship and service
toward God, does the Lord
know that “with him, it’s auto-
matic”’? Can we be counted on to
be faithful in attendance, liberal
in our giving, and constant in
our service? Can it be said of you
and me in such matters, “with
him it’sautomatic”?

Wife, does your husband
know that “with her, it’s auto-
matic,” that he can safely trust in
you? The husband of the
“virtuous woman” had that kind
of confidence in his wonderful
wife. He knew he could rely on
her (Prov. 31:11). Men, do our
wives know that our love and
loyalty is beyond doubt and that
we will take care of our responsi-
bilities? Whether it be providing
for the family or taking out the
garbage, can they say, “with
him, it’sautomatic”?

Things That Should Be
Automatic
A prayerful, thoughtful, grate-

ful heart (Phil. 4:6). A reverent atti-
tude toward God (Heb. 12:28). A
sincere understanding and a deep
appreciation for the death of Jesus
(I Cor. 11:23-28). Unselfish service
and genuine affection toward all
men, but especially unto them who
are of the household of faith (Gal.
6:10; Heb. 6:10; 13:1-3). The con-
stant buffeting of our bodies, repel-
ling all malice, envy, jealousy, and
evil speaking against others (I Cor.
9:24-27; | Pet. 2:1).

Lips that are swift to praise,
dow to criticize, and are a source
of riches to ears that will hear
(Heb. 13:15; Jas. 1:19; 3:13-18).
Holy hands that are lifted up to
God, down to the down-trodden,
and across to comfort a suffering
brother (Acts 20:34; | Tim. 2:8;
Jas. 4:8). Feet that are swift, not in
“running to mischief,” but in
spreading the gospel of peace
(Prov. 6:18; Rom. 10:15; Eph.
6:15). Eyes that are turned from
evil sights unto holy pursuits (Job
31:1; Psa. 101:3; 119:37). A mind
that is given to the fear of the Lord,
the love of God, and meditation on
his word (Psa. 1:2; 119; Prov. 1.7;
Eccl. 12:13; Matt. 22:37-40).

Regarding these things, can the
Lord say of us, “with him, it’s
automatic”? Or, are sinful attitudes
and actions “automatic” with us(l1
Pet. 2:14)?

The Lost Art

James W. Adams

hinking is a lost art with

many. In this streamlined

age, we are so accustomed

to having everything neatly

packaged and labeled for us

that we have long since
ceased to think for ourselves about any-
thing. In religion, thisisthe road to spiri-
tual davery and eternal ruin. God has
endowed us with minds capable of inde-
pendent thought and free wills to trans-
late thoughts into deeds. To complement
these faculties, He has clearly, com-
pletely, and infallibly revealed to us His
will to guide our thinking and acting.
Think! It may be painful at first, but it has
rich rewards.

[Words Fitly Spoken, p. 79]

Editor’sNote: In connection with this arti-
cle, read: Matthew 11:28-30; Romans
12:1-2, 9; | Thessalonians 5:21-22. God
encourages and expects His people to
think and reason for ourselvesl He wants
willing followers, not robots! “Otageand
sethat the LORD isgood: blessed isthe man
that trugeth in him” (Ps. 34.8)!
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| want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse!

Come and meet with the Southside church in Owensboro.
Our address; 2920 New Hartford Rd. Owensboro, KY 42303

Meeting Times:

Sunday Bible Study
Sunday Wor ship

9:30 a.m.
10:20 a.m.

Sunday Wor ship

5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study

7:00 p.m.

“What |sWritten”: Sunday (12:30 p.m.) on 94.7 & 100.5 FM.
Call: 683-9246 (683-WBI O) with your Bible questions.
“The Ancient Landmark”: airs Monday (9 p.m.), Tuesday (1:30 p.m.),
Wednesday (5 p.m.), Thursday (11 p.m.) & Friday (9:30 a.m.) on channel 72.

Website:

www.southside-chur chofchrist.conm (Updated weekly!)

Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs_Elders: Paul Dubois & Jeff Lankford
Phone: (270) 683-5386
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