
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

n a consistent basis, 
we hear about those 

in need of our 
prayers because they 

suffer from various 
physical and spiritual 

ailments. On a Sunday or a 
Wednesday, announcements are 

made in our presence reminding 
us to pray for these people, and 

show various acts of kindness 
during the week for them. During 

our worship services, these peo-
ple are remembered in prayers, 

but are they remembered any 
other time of the week? 

 
 On more than one occasion, 
the comment has been made to 

me by folks dealing with various 
issues that perhaps we have for-

gotten them. I assure them this is 
not the case, that they are men-

tioned publicly, etc., but it seems 
little comfort when they them-

selves feel left alone the rest of 
the week! Brethren and friends, 

let us not forget these who are 
our brothers and sisters in Christ! 

 
 When we read the New Testa-

ment, we see that God was con-
cerned for His people and wanted 

us to make sure we showed our 
love and concern for our brothers 

and sisters in Christ. Beginning 
with the neglected Grecian wid-

ows (Acts 6:1), when needy 
saints were lacking, the Chris-

tians were reminded that their 
work included seeing to, and car-

ing for, those who were suffering.  
 

 In addition to this, remember 
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God‟s concern for the “fatherless 
and widows”. We are told, “Pure 

religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this, To visit the fatherless 
and widows in their affliction, and to 

keep himself unspotted from the 

world” (Jas. 1:27). How are we do-

ing in “visiting” the fatherless and 
widows? Please understand, 

“visiting” includes saying “hi”, but 
it is not limited to that. According 

to Mr. Thayer, “visit” means, “to 
look upon or after, to inspect, ex-

amine with the eyes … to look 
upon in order to help or to benefit 

… have care for, provide for.” Do 
we actively expend effort to see af-

ter, care for, and benefit someone 
who is hurting? No, I am not dimin-

ishing the power of prayer. Prayer is 
powerful (Jas. 5:16). I am saying 

there are other activities we can also 
be involved in which complement 

our fervent prayers. In other words, 
let us be active in looking for ways 

we can benefit or help those who 
are hurting physically, or need help 

spiritually. Let us be concerned 
with them, not only on Sunday or 

Wednesday, but all week long! 
 

 Again, we see the Bible‟s empha-
sis concerning caring for our breth-

ren when we read passages like Ga-
latians 6:9-10 which say, “And let us 

not be weary in well doing: for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not. As 
we have therefore opportunity, let us do 

good unto all men, especially unto them 

who are of the household of faith.” The 

apostle John wrote to the brethren 
concerning this subject. He said, 
“But whoso hath this world's good, and 
seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 

up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him? My little 

children, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in truth. And hereby 
we know that we are of the truth, and shall 

assure our hearts before him” (I Jn. 3:17-

19). Did we see that John made it clear 

that we know we are of the truth when 
we do not close our hearts toward our 

brethren, but when we spend time loving 
in word AND in deed! How are we do-

ing, brethren? 
 

 Some may say, “This is fine, 
preacher, but I have to work for a living 

and this takes my time.” Really? Yet, we 
have time for friends, personal pursuits, 

and anything else we are interested in. 
Why not take some of this time and 

show an interest in our brethren whom 
we love in the Lord? It takes very little 

time out of the day to make a phone call 
and express genuine interest in another. 

It takes very little time out of the day to 
visit and encourage a soul. The apostle 

Paul encouraged the Thessalonian 
Christians to “admonish the idle, encourage 

the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient 

with them all” (I Thess. 5:14, ESV). 

 

Conclusion 
 I am sure Christians here would 
never purposely neglect the saints, nor 

intentionally wish to leave some brother 
or sister with the impression that they 

are forgotten. Yet, this has happened in 
the past, and it happens at times today. 

Therefore, let this article serve as a re-
minder that we make sure we are not 

neglectful in our duty that God de-
scribed as attributes of our “pure relig-

ion.” This part of our lives is just as im-

portant as correct, Scriptural worship 

(Jn. 4:24; Acts 2:47; etc.), as following 
the plan of salvation (Mk. 16:16; Acts 

2:38), and every other aspect of God‟s 
will. 



“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 
 Notice please that while most of 
the verses use the word “tradition” 

in a negative sense, on two 
occasions, the word “tradition” 

was used in a positive sense (II 
Thess. 2:15, 3:6). In those verses, 

one is expected to continue in the 
traditions or be considered a sinner 

by God. These “traditions” were 
words passed down by God, 

through Christ, to the apostles, and 
to the Christians of the day (II 

Tim. 2:2). These are the things 
which must continue today, 

regardless of what men think! 
 Now, there may be an attitude 

among some which says that if 
certain things have been practiced 

for years, then this cannot ever 
change. Such an attitude can be 

detrimental to God‟s people if it is 
allowed to go unrestrained. Just 

because someone doesn‟t like 
change does not mean that the 

change is sinful. (Read: Hebrews 
7:12-14) Therefore, we can have 

certain traditions, or certain things 
which have been an expedient 

practice of men, and then change 
them or omit them altogether, and 
there would be no sin involved. 

 Examples of this include: 1) 
Whether or not we have a 

chalkboard/whiteboard. Though 
this is commonly seen in church 

buildings, to have or not have such 
a tool does not constitute sin. 2) 

The order of services can be 
changed and not constitute sin. If 

we have three songs and a prayer before 
the sermon, or a prayer first, then two 

songs, or any other combination, this 
does not constitute sin if we changed our 

“traditional” order for another order. 3) 
Some congregations have the worship 

service and then the Bible class, others 
have the Bible class first. Still others have 

a Sunday AM and PM Bible class, and 
some have no Bible class on Sunday. To 

change, or rearrange our “traditional” 
order does not constitute sin. 

 Yet, the Bible speaks of some 
traditions which, if changed, would result 

in sin. Therefore, such things need to be 
left alone. For example: 1) If we stopped 

the “traditional” practice of a man doing 
the preaching, and asked a sister to preach 

one day, this is sin (I Tim. 2:12). 2) To 
change our “traditions” by adding me-

chanical instruments to our singing, or to 
stop singing altogether would be sin (Eph. 

5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 13:15). 3) To declare 
that it is a sin to have Bible classes, or to 

say that there is only one “authorized” 
time for such becomes sin as we have no 

right to bind where God has not bound (I 
Pet. 4:11). 
 

Conclusion 
 Instead of putting down all things 

“traditional”, let us make sure that the 
traditions we are discussing are ones that 

we have the right to change! As is seen in 
the passages above, some traditions we 

have no right to change. Think about it! 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 
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Traditions Or 

Traditions? 
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he word “tradition” 
h a s  b e c o m e 
somewhat of a by-

word for many 
people. For some, 

anything consid-
ered “traditional,” or associated 

with things that we do often, is 
mocked. Some wish to do 

something different for no other 
reason than for the sake of being 

different. This is unfortunate. 
 Today, some fight against 

traditions. If there is anything 
which someone could say has 

been done for „x‟ amount of 
time, then some people are ready 

to throw it out, and try 
s o m e t h i n g  “ n e w ”  a n d 

“exciting.” (That is, until that 
thing becomes a “tradition”!) 

Solomon made the point that 
there is nothing which can be 

said, òSee this is new.” (Ecc. 1:10) 
 

òTraditionó Has A Context 
 Just because something is a 

tradition doesn‟t mean we must 
do it. At the same time, some 

things called “traditions” must 
be accepted and followed 

according to the Scriptures! 
Therefore, how can we deter-

mine whether or not to follow 
certain traditions? We determine 

this by defining “tradition” 
according to its context. Notice 

the way the word “tradition” is 
used in the following verses: 

 1 )  òt r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e 

elders” (Matt. 15:2; Mk. 7:3, 5). 

2) òyour tradition” (Matt. 15:3, 6; 

Mk. 7:9, 13). 3) òtradition of 

men” (Mk. 7:8; Col. 2:8). 4) 

òtradition of my fathers” (Gal. 

1:14). 5) òtraditions which ye have 

been taught” (II Thess. 2:15). 6) 
òtradition which he received of 

us” (II Thess. 3:6). 7) òtradition 

from your fathers” (I Pet. 1:18). 


