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“Better Than Jesus”

Jarrod Jacobs

rother R.L. White-
side  (1869-1951)
once said, “I fear for
the man that tries to
be better, or more
gentlemanly than
(Jesus) was!” (Reflections, p. 468)
Yes, back in the days of brother
Whiteside, there were some try-
ing to be more gentlemanly than
Jesus. What is meant by this? It
means that some during the days
of brother Whiteside were modi-
fying the gospel message through
their actions and words to please
the majority of the population.
How was this accomplished? It
was accomplished when people
“held back” from pressing the
truth for fear of rejection, or for
fear of making someone mad.
This was accomplished through
what some have called
“accentuating the positive, and
eliminating the negative.” In
other words, some men refused
to preach the distinctive gospel
message for fear that people
might think them “too harsh”.

Brethren and friends, this goes
on today! Some have the idea
that when we identify sin,
whether in the pulpit, on the
printed page, or through personal
contact, etc., all we accomplish is
making people mad and running
them off. Is this true? Of course,
not! While much of our society
scoffs at the idea of sin, the an-
swer 1s not to cater to them, but
to show people that sin is as real
as it ever was, and it will do spiri-
tual damage, and lead to death

(Jas. 1:14-15; Rom. 6:23).

When some suggest we
“accentuate the positive and elimi-
nate the negative”, we must ask, “Is
this what Jesus did?” I remember
on one occasion, Jesus called cer-
tain people “sick” and “sinners”
while in Matthew’s house (Matt.
9:12; Lk. 5:31-32). On another oc-
casion, He called some a ‘faithless
and perverse generation” (Lk. 9:41).
Further, we find Jesus offending
people with His words (Matt.
15:12). He told the prominent peo-
ple that they were in need of salva-
tion just like everyone else (Jn. 3;
Lk. 19:9-10; Matt. 23:33).

Could we say that our Lord was
one to “accentuate the positive and
eliminate the negative”? Not if we
will be honest with the text! He told
the people some very “negative”
things because they stood opposed
to God. Was He “harsh” when He
called some “blind leaders of the
blind” (Matt. 15:14)? Was He unlov-
ing toward men when, after many
left Him, He asked His disciples
“will ye also go away” (Jn. 6:66-67)?

Christ did not apologize, nor try
to “ease” or “lessen” the power of
the gospel by not telling all the
truth. Why should we be any differ-
ent (I Pet. 2:21)? Are we better than
Christ? Have we developed a better
method for converting lost souls
than what our Lord used? I am
afraid that too many of us are
spending more time trying to
“sneak” the gospel past people in-
stead of just speaking the truth

“with all boldness” (Acts 4:29).

Does this mean we must be speak
ugly, or in a belittling manner, or pos-
sess an “I-am-better-than-you” attitude,
etc.? By no means! We can speak the
truth of God’s word boldly, and plainly
(IT Cor. 3:12), and people still realize we
are doing it humbly, motivated by love
for their souls. (See: I Thess. 2:2, 6-7) It
was done in Old Testament times, in the
days of Christ, in the days of the apos-
tles, and it is still being practiced by men
today! People will appreciate your can-
dor and straight-forward speech when
they know you’re doing it out of love for
them. Some may think that they “love”
someone too much to be plain with
them. If this is my attitude, then I don’t
really love them as I claim. Solomon
said, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend;
but the kisses of an enemy are deceit-
ful” (Prov. 27:6).

We have some brethren, unfortu-
nately, who think, or at least leave the
impression that they think, that one can-
not speak the truth, and come down
hard against error without belittling oth-
ers. This is just not true! However, this
idea is popular. As a result, we do not
hear the distinctive message of the gos-
pel being preached and proclaimed as it
once was. Many times, we can Vvisit a
gospel meeting, and hear a sermon that
could be presented in any denomina-
tional building in town! There are times
when brethren can hear a preacher
preach, and hear perhaps one or two
Scriptures, referred to, but no real exege-
sis taking place. Instead, the focus has
shifted to personal experiences, stories,
jokes, and the like. How tragic, since we
know only through preaching the gospel
will folks be saved (Rom. 1:16)! Yet, this
shift is the result of thinking that we
have a better way, or that we can be
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more gentlemanly than Christ.

What is the fruit of such
things? The fruit is seen in those
who have no interest in sound
gospel preaching. They have be-
come like the people Timothy
was warned about in II Timothy
4:3-4. Again, the fruit is seen in
those who see little or no differ-
ence between the Lord’s people
and denominational people. It is
seen in those who think that
there are Christians in every
church, even to the point of
thinking that there are saved peo-
ple in religions who do not even
acknowledge Christ as anything
but a good man or a prophet (Ex:
Hindu, Islam, etc.). The fruit of
such things is also seen in the
lack of modesty in our dress (I
Tim. 2:9-10), the worldliness in
our attitudes (I Pet. 1:15-16), and
in the words that we speak (Ecc.
5:2; Eph. 5:4).

Sometimes people say,
“You'll attract more flies with
honey than vinegar.” Well, in
some people’s effort to “attract
flies”, (Whatever happened to
saving souls?) we “attracted”
many other things we never
counted on. Included in this are
people who have been shielded
from learning “all the counsel of
God” (Acts 20:27) because cer-
tain ones determined that this
was “too offensive to the visi-
tors.”

Further, we see Christ making
pointed applications toward
those who heard Him. The chief
priests and Pharisees understood
when He spoke of them (Matt.
21:45). On far too many occa-
sions, we find men today who
are not making applications
when preaching or teaching. In
other words, after many ser-
mons, people have no idea that
what was said was meant for

them. How will people ever under-
stand unless they know ‘thou art the
man’? Do we know a better way of
teaching and spreading the gospel
than Christ’s method?

I am afraid that for many, the
spreading of the gospel has taken a
back seat to popularity. This ap-
plies not only to the located
preacher, but also to the members
of the local congregation. If we’re
not careful, we will begin to cher-
ish the praise, friendship, smiles,
and sweet feelings of men more
than the respect and praise of God
Almighty. John said there were
some in Christ’s day who “loved the
praise of men more than the praise of
God” (Jn. 12:43). Could this be de-
scribing us, too? I hope not. Jesus
said that those who did things
merely to be seen of men had their
reward (Matt. 6:2, 5, 16).

I remember one occasion
where, after some had heard
Christ, ‘“they were filled with mad-
ness” (Lk. 6:11). Why were they
“filled with madness’? Had Christ
said something slanderous toward
them? Had He used derogatory
speech toward them? No! Read
Luke 6:6-11 and see that all Christ
did was heal a man’s withered
right hand on the sabbath. Friends,
we need to understand that when
we speak as Christ spoke and do
what He did (I Pet. 2:21-22; I Jn.

2:6; Jn. 13:15), it will result in the same
response He got (Jn. 15:18-20)! When was
the last time we evoked this type of re-
sponse? We need to understand that the
truth, when it is preached as it should,
will not help us win friends with the
world (Jas. 4:4)! It will, however, help us
win Heaven!

The preaching of the gospel such as
our Lord did, demanded that men make a
decision. They had to choose between
righteousness and unrighteousness. They
could not “ride the fence” (Matt. 12:30).
Does the preaching we hear today de-
mand that men make a decision? Are we
stressing this with friends and loved ones
as we talk with them from time to time?
Do our family and friends know that they
need to decide where they are going to
stand?

Yes, like brother Whiteside, I too fear
for the man who tries to be better or more
gentlemanly than Jesus was. I fear for this
man because it is he that will ultimately
lead people away from Christ instead of
toward Him! Let us not be guilty of such
things, but stand rock-solid upon the will
of God, proclaim it as Christ did, and let
the chips fall where they may.
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