
“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 6:16) 

 

y  now, we are very 
much aware of the 

great flood that 
swept through this 

part of the world on 
May 1-2. It certainly 

got the attention of people in the 
southern part of Kentucky and 

Middle Tennessee! Some have 
suggested the extent of the dam-

age in Middle Tennessee has not 
been seen since the Civil War! As 

several know, I was holding a 
gospel meeting that week in a 

part of the country that received 
such flooding as well. It was 

amazing to witness the power of 
nature, and from this, get a 
glimpse of the power of God (Ps. 

19:1). 
 Yet, this tragedy and the hard-

ship faced by so many brings to 
mind some spiritual lessons we 

can learn and apply to our lives 
after this terrible earthly storm. 

 

We Don’t Have Control 
Over Anyone Or Anything 

 As the tornado sirens blared, 

the wind blew, and the rain came 
down, I couldn’t help but be in 

awe of it all. After all, what was I 
going to do? I don’t have the 

power to stop the rains and the 
wind (Mk. 4:39). I couldn’t stop 

the flood waters from rising, or 
the mudslides, the road damage, 

and other events that occurred! I 
couldn’t stop the dam from 

breaking from too much water. 
Could you? 

 To get even more personal, 
who among men can control the 
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aging process (Matt. 5:36)? Who 
can control another’s thoughts? 

Who can control when disease 
might strike in one’s life? 

 When the storms and floods 
come, one realizes how much he 

does NOT control, and how much 
he must rely upon God to get him 

through the problems and troubles 
of life. “Casting all your care upon 

him; for he careth for you” (I Pet. 5:7); 
“Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou 

knowest not what a day may bring 

forth” (Prov 27:1); and “Whereas ye 

know not what shall be on the morrow. 
For what is your life? It is even a va-
pour, that appeareth for a little time, 

and then vanisheth away” (Jas. 4:14) 

are passages which take on a re-

newed meaning in the lives of peo-
ple who go through such hardships. 

 No, there is nothing outside of 
ourselves that we truly “control” is 

there? The only thing we have the 
ability to control is our own atti-

tudes, words, and actions (Prov. 
4:23; Jas. 3:1-13; Ecc. 5:1). The 

KJV uses the word “temperance” on 

three occasions in the New Testa-

ment. This word means “self-
control” (Acts 24:25; Gal. 5:23; II 

Pet. 1:6). It is high time we started 
practicing this, because this is the 

only “control” we really have when 
the storms and floods come in our 

lives! 
 

God’s Power Is Incomprehen-
sible 

 Seeing the rains fall and the 
flood waters rise gave me some ap-

preciation for the people living in 
the time of Noah. Imagine the wa-

ters falling down and the floods continu-
ing to rise until it covered everything 

you have known (Gen. 7:17-20)! The 
first of May, it became apparent that 

with no control over the elements, the 
waters would rise and invade every 

“safe” place we have and no one could 
do anything about it! People called this 

the “500-year flood” for a reason! For all 
of this, though, imagine Noah and the 

people in that time who experienced the 
greatest flood in history!! 

 In our case, no matter how bad 
things got, there was still a calm assur-

ance, because we know that God prom-
ised He will not flood the earth to the 

degree Noah experienced ever again 
(Gen. 9:9-17). The fact that God can not 

only allow such a flood to occur, but 
also make a promise it will never happen 

again gives us a glimpse into the power 
of God! Truly, it is incomprehensible! 

 Friend, this is the God we serve! 
Therefore, when the storms of life come, 

and the flood waters rise, who better to 
look to for help and comfort and 

strength than the One who can control 
the spiritual and earthly elements?? As 

we said earlier, we have no control. Yet, 
we worship and serve a God who does 
have such power (Amos 4:13; Mk. 4:39; 

etc.)! 
 

God Never Left 
 Though many suffered through the 

rains, the floods, and the related issues 
that came, remember that God never 

left! Just as we knew the sun was shining 
on the top side of those black clouds, so 

also, God was and is set on His throne, 
ruling, and has not forgotten any one of 

us. 
 The question is: “Have we forgotten 

Him?” I read of people’s determination 
to “rebuild”, to endure, to be strong, to 

survive, etc., in the aftermath of the 
storms and destruction. I am happy to 
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What We Know Is 
Right 

Benjamin Franklin (1812-1878) 

 

e know it is right to 

“Let the word of 

Christ dwell in us 

richly; and with all 

wisdom teach and 

admonish each other 

by psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs; singing with gratitude in our 

hearts to the Lordò ð to be ñfilled 

with the Spirit; speaking to one 

another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs; singing and making 

melody in our hearts to the Lord.ò 

This can be done, and we know it is 

right; but that a man can make 

melody in his heart to the Lord ñwith 

an organ,ò a fiddle, banjo, clarinet, 

lute, fife, or jewôs-harp, we do not 

know, nor do we believe it. We want 

to do what is written, and enjoin it on 

others, to do it. What is not written 

we do not want to do. When the Lord 

so minutely describes how we are to 

do anything, we want to do it in that 

way. The way he prescribes will do 

the thing commanded; some other 

way might not do what is 

commanded at all. 

(From: Book of Gems, p. 107) 
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didn’t join the church of Christ. I 

didn’t select the church of Christ as 
“my choice” from among many 

churches. It never occurred to me 
that I had a choice nor that I de-

sired to make a choice of churches. 
 I started thinking about my spiritual 
condition down in Tennessee some years 

ago — several years ago and made up my 
mind that I should do something about it. 

I began to consider what the Lord wanted 
me to do. I started to study my Bible.  

 I found that I was a sinner and that 
Christ was THE savior. I found that if I 

were ever saved it would only be by 
Christ. I considered His word relative to 

what to do to be saved. He said I should 

repent, Luke 13:3, I did. He said I should 

confess Him, Matthew 10:32. I did. He 

said I should be baptized, Mark 16:16. I 

did. He said if I would do these things I 
would BE SAVED. I was. But the BIBLE 

taught that when I was saved the Lord 
added me to the church, Acts 2:47. He 

did. 
 Now, WHICH CHURCH did he add 

me to? HIS, Matthew 16:18; Acts 20:28; 
Romans 16:16. Thus I am a member of 

the church of Christ because I had NO 
CHOICE and wanted none. I just wanted 
to be saved. And I was! 
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know of people who possess 
such positive attitudes. This is 

great. At the same time, let us 
remember that God has not gone 

anywhere! If we think we are 
going to rebuild, be strong, sur-

vive, and etc., without Him, then 
we are in a sad shape, indeed 

(Ps. 127:1-2; Col. 3:17)! Some 
200 years ago, Benjamin Frank-

lin spoke before his colleagues at 
the Constitutional Convention 

and said, “I have lived, Sir, a 
long time, and the longer I live, 

the more convincing proofs I see 
of this truth-that God governs in 

the affairs of men. And if a spar-
row cannot fall to the Ground 

without his Notice, is it probable 
that an Empire can rise without 

his Aid?” This sentiment is still 
true! No home, city, state, or na-

tion can hope to rise without 
God (Dan. 4:25, 32, 5:21)! No, 

He has not gone anywhere! 
Therefore, let us make sure we 

are not ignoring Him as we go 
about our lives! (Prov. 15:3) 

 

Conclusion 
 As observers from afar, this 
flood should teach some lessons 

to those of us in Owensboro, 
Kentucky! Included in these les-
sons should be the lesson of not 

putting off things that ought to 
be done today! We have no 

“lease” on life, nor assurance 
that we will see tomorrow’s ris-

ing sun. In the flood that plagued 
parts of Kentucky and Tennes-

see, people died! Some people 
died while sitting in traffic as the 

waters rose above their cars! 
 Friend, don’t wait for a  

flood, fire, or anything else to 
come before you realize your 

need for salvation. Make your 
life right with God now before it 

is too late (II Cor. 6:2; Mk. 
16:16; Acts 2:38). Procrastina-

tion can be deadly in a fire or a 
flood, but especially is it so when 

we wait too late for salvation! 


