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“How Blessed We Arel”

Jarrod Jacobs

he blessings we enjoy

from God inthislife are

innumerable.  Truly,

when we think of the
physical blessings God has given
to us, it is amazing. When we
think of the beauty of nature, the
complexity of our own bodies, as
well as the complexity of the
plant and animal kingdoms, all
the way to the universe, itself, we
truly can say with David, “What
is man, that thou art mindful of him?
and the son of man, that thou vistes
him?” (Ps. 8:4). For the Christian,
the more we spend time in God’s
book, the more we understand
that God has also given us spiri-
tual blessings to enjoy (Eph. 1:3).
With such knowledge, our appre-
ciation for God ought to grow all
the more!

In this article, let us focus on
one particular spiritual blessing
we enjoy. The blessing is realized
when we see that we have the
opportunity of knowing things
that folks in Old Testament days
could not have known. W hile we
hold in high esteem and apprecia-
tion the work of such faithful
people as Abraham, Moses,
Elijah, Jeremiah, Isaiah, Joshua,
Hannah, Abigail, Deborah, and
others, Christ made it clear that
these folks only had a partial
knowledge of God’s plan for sal-
vation. Since the first century,
folks have had access to the com-
pleted revelation of the mind of
God (I Cor. 2:9-13)!

While Christ was upon earth,

he told His disciples, ‘Blesed arethe
eyes which see the things that ye see: For
| tdl you, that many prophetsand kings
have desred to ssethosethingswhich ye
gx and have nat s/n them; and to hear
those things which ye hear, and have
not heard them” (Lk. 10:23-24). In |
Corinthians 2:7-8, we find the apos-
tle writing about this truth as he
tells the Corinthians that God’s wis-
dom was “ordained before the world
untoour gory.” He continues by de-
claring, “Whidch none of the princes of
thisworld knew: for had they known it,
they would nat have audfied the Lord
of gory.” Yes, we are truly blessed
in having God’s completed revela-
tion in our hands!

When Peter wrote to the Chris-
tians, he wrote that the Lord’s plan
for salvation was revealed in this
way to folks. He declared, “Of which
slvation the prophds have inquired
and saarched diligently, who prophesed
of the grace that should come unto you:
Searching what, or what manng of
time the Spirit of Chrig which was in
them did signify, when it testified before-
hand the aufferings of Chrig, and the
dory that should fdlow. Unto whom it
was revealed, that nat unto themsdves
but unto usthey did miniger thethings
which are now reported unto you by
them that have preached the gogpd unto
you with the Hdy Ghog snt down
from heaven; which things the angds
desretolook into” (I Pet. 1:10-12).

In other words, the words writ-
ten within the pages of the com-
pleted Bible are words many people
in Old Testament times desired to
read, but never could. They did not

live to see Christ cometo earth (Matt. 2;
Lk. 2). They did not live to see the birth
of the church (Acts 2), nor folks wearing
the name “Chrigian” (Acts 11:26).
Many wanted to see what we see, and
could not. They wanted to know of the
gospel plan of salvation, and of the
church, but did not live to see that time.
Jesus’ words to the apostles show how
truly blessed we are in being able to wit-
ness the fulfillment of promises which
began in Genesis 3:15!

Seeing that thisistrue, may we with
godly interest and genuine fervor, read
and study God’s word. Why do | say
this? | say this for the very reasons we
have just discovered. Many folks never
had the opportunity we have! Shall we
squander it? Many do, don’t they? Y et,
we need to remember that this gospel of
salvation came into thisworld at a terri-
ble price — it demanded the death of
Christ (Matt. 20:28, 26:28; Rom. 5:8;
etc.). By Christ coming to this world,
teaching us His will, dying, resurrecting,
and ascending back to God (I Tim.
3:16), we have access to a life-giving
message that most folks could only look
forward to in anticipation!

Think about this the next time we
read Christ’s statement concerning
John. He said, “Veily | say unto you,
Among them that are born of women there
hath nat risn a greater than John the Bap-
tig: notwithganding he that is leag in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he”
(Matt. 11:11). In the letter to the He-
brews, the Holy Spirit reminds them
that God had some ‘betea thing” in
mind for us (Heb. 11:40). How truly
blessed we are! We can bein a relation-
ship based upon a completed revelation
that folks previous to and including
John could only look forward to! We
can have access to the message that had
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been promised through the years.
In itscompleted form, it isGod’s
word that gives us “al thingsthat
pertain tolifeand godliness” (11 Pet.
1:3). Can there be anything
greater than that? No mortal
man could offer such a message
(Il Pet. 1:20-21). No family can
pass down an inheritance that
has equal or greater value to
what God’s word offers (Matt.
6:19-21). Have we ever stopped
to smply thank God for His Bi-
ble, and for the truth (In. 17:17)
it imparts to us?

We are truly a blessed people,
and it is high time we thanked
God for His word which reveals
Christ’s sacrifice, and therefore
our salvation. We ought to be
thankful for the examples of
godly men and women who
show us how to live in this
world. How truly blessed we are
for having not only facts to be-
lieve, and commands to obey,
but also promises to receivel
Within the Bible, we are given
the promise of spiritual blessings
in this life (Eph. 1:3), and a
home in Heaven one day for
eternity! Can any man, or even
Satan make a better offer than
that? Of course, not! Then let us
not ignore God’s completed mes-
sage, but let uslearn God’s word
and show our gratitude to Him
by living it all the days of our
lives!

What Can 1Do?

Mike Davis, Bloomington, IN

erhaps it is due a con-
stant infatuation and
appreciation for
youth, but there’s
something rather unique in their
expenditure of energetic life.
When a project isin progress, or
when they are “bored” with their
given assignments, several ask,

“What can | do?’ They desire in-
volvement — and it matters not at all
what the task! Just to be a part of
the “big people’swork” isa thrill for
many of them. They crave the activ-
ity, and sparkle at the realized ap-
preciation for their work. Yet, the
most unique quality is a fact they
just don’t notice, and a fact their
seniors need to heed: THEY ARE
GREAT EXAMPLES OF AC-
TION!

What a contrast to listen to peo-
ple. Not long ago, several Christians
discussed the need for increased in-
volvement in the local work. “But
what can we do?’ was the question.
They seemed defeated before they
every started in their reasoning.
Within two days, three or four
youngsters saw a few older ones
busy with a few tasks. Without
waiting for an answer, the youth
asked, “Can we help?’ and pro-
ceeded to set their hands to the task!
That’sinvolvement in the right way.
They saw the task, and simply
joined in!

“Through idleness of the hands the
house droppeth through.” (Ecc. 10:18)
“Building up yoursves on your mog
haly faith.” (Jude 20) “L& usnhat love
in word, nather in tongue but in dexd
and in truth.” (I Jn. 3:17) These and
many more passages tell us “be ac-
tive.” Complaints regarding the
work to be done never finished any-

thing (I Cor. 10:10). It was when the
people had a mind to work (Neh. 4:6)
things were accomplished (read also
Haggai.) We need to look for and find
the opportunities of working for our
Lord! No task is “too small” or
“beneath our caliber” when we consider
every jot and tittle was important to Je-
sus (Matt. 5:18). Instead of asking “But
what can | do?’ about accomplishing a
righteous task, find that something and
do it! Get involved and prove the Lord’s
Work isthe BEST work!

Older ones can teach the younger
ones (Titus 2). That gives both old and
young a task: one in teaching, the other
in learning. We need only to open our
eyes, and listen with our ears to note the
many opportunities abounding (Gal.
6:10). “What | can do?’ need not be a
guestion of disparage: make it one of
positive entreaty with positive results!
Send a card, make acall, go visit, offer a
ride, offer to do some errands, invite
and encourage. What can YOU do?
You can follow the basic rule of Mat-
thew 7:12, and in doing so, set the ex-
ample for others that they might follow
suit. Muse on that effect!

Add Our Website To Your “Favorites”
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| want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse!

— Come and meet with the church at Southside.
Our address: 2920 New Hartford Rd. Owensboro, KY 42303

Meeting Times:

Sunday Morning Bible Study

Sunday Morning Worship

9:30 a.m.
10:20 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship

Wednesday Evening Bible Study

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

“What Is Written”™: Sunday (12:30 p.m.) on 94.7 & 100.5 FM.
Call: 683-9246 (WBIO) with your Bible questions.
“The Ancient Landmark”: airs Monday (9 p.m.), Wednesday (5 p.m.), &
Thursday (11 p.m.) on channel 52.

Website:
Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs

www.southside-churchofchrist.com (Updated weekly!)

Elders: Paul Dubois & Jeff Lankford

Phone: (270) 683-5386
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