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ecent news reports tell
( us that movie director
v James Cameron claims
to have located ossuar-

P ¥ ies (bone boxes) which

are said to have con-
tained the bones of Jesus of Naz-
areth, Mary Magdalene, and
their boy, Judah. &2 Of course,
such a claim has outraged those
of us who believe the Bible. Yet,
what does this claim mean to
those of us who believe in the
bodily resurrection of Christ (Lk.
24:39-43)? In simple terms, if we
believe what the Bible says, then
Cameron’sclaim that he found a
box bearing Jesus’ name that at
one time contained His bones
means NOTHING. We don’t
believe this man’s claims because
we believe the Bible account of
the resurrection of Christ on the
first day of the week (Mk. 16:9).
Chrigt left Histomb empty (M att.
28:6; Mk. 16:6). No one had a
chance to fill a box with His
bones!

Since Mr. Cameron has made
thisclaim, | thought it would be a
good occasion for us to reexam-
ine the facts surrounding Christ’s
resurrection, as well as study the
Bible and see that names such as
“Jesus” and “Mary” were com-
mon in the first century.

What Has The Bible Re-
vealed About Christ’s Res-
urrection?

The Bible not only states that
Christ resurrected (Matt. 28:6;
Mk. 16:6), but even quotes from

the enemies of Chrigt, who admit-
ted He had risen from the dead. The
Bible says that upon hearing about
Christ’s resurrection, His enemies,
namely the chief priests and elders,
offered bribes to the soldiers guard-
ing Christ’s tomb to make sure they
lied about the whereabouts of the
body of Christ. Thisfact is revealed
in Matthew 28:11-15: ‘Now when
they were gaing, behdd, some of the
watch came into the dty, and showed
unto the chief priegs all the things that
were done And when they were assam-
bled with the ddas and had taken
oounsd, they gave large money unto the
soldigs Saying, Say ye His disdples
came by night, and gde him away
while we dept. And if this come to the
governar's ears we will persuade him,
and seaure you. So they took the money,
and did as they were taught: and this
saying is commonly reported among the
Jewsuntil thisday.”

In addition to the enemies of
Christ who attested to His resurrec-
tion, Christ’s disciples saw the
empty tomb, and then saw Him af-
ter Hisresurrection (Matt. 28:16-17;
Lk. 24:39-43; Jn. 20:1-29). The
apostle to the Corinthians said that
not only did the apostles see Jesus
(I Cor. 15:5, 7), but there were also
in excess of 500 witnesses who saw
the resurrected Christ (I Cor. 15:6)!
Luke tells us that Jesus was seen by
Cleopas and another man, who
spoke with Him, and “sat at meat”
with Him until He ‘“vanished out of
thar sght” (LK. 24:13-31). “Andlagt
of all hewas seen of mealso (Paul, JJ),
asof oneborn out of duetime” (I Cor.
15:8). The Bible says Christ resur-

rected. Therefore, there is no ossuary or
tomb that could belong to the Lord!
God not only makes the claim that
Christ resurrected, but also records
many people who were witnesses to this
truth. We don’t know what happened to
Mary Magdalene, nor how she died,
etc., but we do know that Jesus raised
the third day, the first day of the week
(Mk. 16:9; Lk. 24:1, 21). “Nethe his
flesh did see corruption” (Acts 2:27, 31; Ps.
16:10).

What If Christ Did Not Resur-
rect?

In light of Mr. Cameron’s claim,
some folks have been asked about the
possibility of Christ not being resur-
rected, and what that would mean to
Chrigtianity. Amazingly, there are those
who have said that their feelings and
thoughts about Christ and God’s word
would not change even if Jesus did not
resurrect! This should not be surprising,
for there are many “religious” people
today who deny Christ’s resurrection.
Y et, the Bible says that there are certain
things that are true if Christ did not res-
urrect. Let us read what the Bible says
and see what a serious and terrible
thought it is if Christ did not resurrect
on the third day as the Bible teaches.

“If Chrig benat risen, then isour preach-
ing vain, and your faith is alo vain. Yes,
and we are found false withessss of God; be-
cause we have tedified of God that he raised
up Chrigt: whom he raised nat up, if s be
that the dead rise nat. For if the dead rise
not, then isnat Chrig raisad: And if Chrig
benat raisd, your faith isvain; yeareyd in
your 9ns Then they also which are fallen
adep in Chrig are peished. If in this life
only we have hope in Chrig, we are of all
men mos misgrable” (I Cor. 15:14-19).

Remember also that Jesus is “dedared
to be the Son of God with power, according
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to the spirit of hdiness by theresur-
rettion from thedead” (Rom. 1:4)!
It is because of the resurrection
that baptism hasits power (I Pet.
3:21; Rom. 6:3-6)! Therefore, we
can see what a serious matter
thisisif Christ did not resurrect!

Not only is this the case, but
think of the apostles and early
Christians who stood before men
and declared Christ’s resurrec-
tion at the risk of their own lives!
They preached just 50 days after
the Passover where were gath-
ered many folks who could have
successfully denied the claims of
the resurrection if the apostles
had been lying! After this time,
we see apostles consistently
preaching the resurrection of
Chrigt and risking life and limb
to do so. Can we seriously con-
clude that men such as these
would risk their lives knowing
that they were lying the whole
time, perpetuating a myth?

There Were Many Called
“Jesus” And “Mary”In The
First Century.

Those who are schooled in
the first century culture tell us
that the name “Jesus” (Hebrew:
“Joshua”) was a common name,
as it is today. Therefore, we can
see why Jesus was repeatedly
referred to as “Jesusof Nazareth”
by men aswell as demons (M att.
26:71; Mk. 1:24, 10:47, 14.67,
16:6; Lk. 4:34, 18:37, 24:19; Jn.
1:45, 185, 7, 19:19; Acts 2:22;
6:14, 10:38, 22:8, 26:9). Men
called Him “Jesusof Nazargh” to
distinguish Him from any other
“Jesus” that lived in the area at
the time. Such a name distin-
guishes Him from others such as
“Jesus which iscalled Jugus” (Col.
4:11). Such a designation tells us
our Savior is not the “Jesus”
(i.e.,, Joshua, Heb. 4:8, KJV)
who led the people into Canaan
after M oses’ death!

Just as there were many Je-

sus’ during thistime, there were also
many women named “Mary”
(Hebrew: “Miriam”). In the New
Testament, we read of at least seven
women named “Mary.” We read
about Mary Magdalene (Jn. 19:25,
20:1, 18), and Mary the mother of
James (Lk. 24:10; Matt. 27:61,
28:1). We also read of Mary, the
mother of Christ (Matt. 1:16,
13:55), Mary the wife of Cleopas
(In. 19:25), John Mark’s mother,
Mary (Acts 12:12), a Mary who
lived in Rome (Rom. 16:6), and
Martha and Lazarus sister, Mary
(Lk. 10:38-42; John 11, 12).

Aswe can seg, to read the names
“Jesus” and “Mary” on a certain
ossuary from the first century ought
not cause a thinking public to jump
to the false conclusion that Jesus did
not resurrect from the dead.

Conclusion

Having studied the resurrection,
may we be thankful to God for this
great event, and may we prepare
ourselves for the future resurrection
in which “All that are in the graves
shall hear his voice And shall come
forth; they that have done good, unto the
reurretion of life and they that have
done eiil, unto the resurredtion of dam-
nation” (Jn. 5:28-29).

Let us be thankful for Christ’s
resurrection, for His resurrection
guarantees our resurrection one day!
This is what is taught in | Corin-
thians 15:20. “But now is Chrig risn

from the dead, and become the firgfruits of
them that dept” (See also: | Cor. 15:23).
In addition, we read Paul’s preaching at
Mars Hill when he told folks that the
resurrection and judgment of men is
assured because God, “hath raised him
(Christ) from thedead” (Acts 17:31).

| do not know the reason why ossu-
aries have the names “Jesus,” “Mary,”
and “Judah” carved on them, but | do
know the truth about Christ’s resurrec-
tion. Our Lord and Savior resurrected
(Matt. 28:6)! Mr. Cameron may have
made headlines with his claim, but it is
not the truth.

Let us remember this fact, believe on
Chrigt, repent of our sins, and be bap-
tized before it is too late (Acts 2:38; |
Pet. 3:21; 11 Cor. 6:2).

Endnotes:

@ This claim of Cameron is not new. In
fact, | remember watching a movie 5-6 years
ago with asimilar storyline. It starred avery
young-looking Antonio Banderas and a
woman who was the archaeologist who
claimed to have found Jesus’ tomb with His
bones in an ossuary. At the end of the
movie, the people discovered that the name
“Jesus” on the ossuary was on there be-
cause the box contained the bones of a
“disciple” of Jesus.

@ The bones are no longer in the boxes be-
cause when they were first discovered in
1980, the archaeologists buried the bones,
per Israeli law.
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