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avid stated in Psalm

16, “Thear sorrowsshall

be multiplied that hagen

aftee anotha god...”

(Ps. 16:4). Living in
the time he did, he was familiar
with idolatrous practices. Unfor-
tunately, idolatry was not uncom-
mon among the Jews. Though
they often opposed the idolatry of
the Gentiles (Canaanites, Egyp-
tians, etc.), history tells us that
Abraham’s father was an idolater
(Josh 24:2), and the idolatry of
Egypt was something the Israel-
ites did not give up easily (Ex. 32;
Ezek. 16:26). Therefore, as David
penned this psalm, he reminds
the people of the “sorrow” that
comes from going after false
gods. To aid in our study, please
consider some other versions be-
low, and how they trandate
Psalm 16:4.

¢ “The sorrows of those will in-
aeae who run after othe gods”
(NIV).

¢ “Those who choose anothe god
multiply their sorrows” (NRS).

+ “The orrows of those who have
bartered for another god will be mul-
tiplied” (NAS).

+ “Thdr sorrowsshall be multiplied
that gve gfts for another god”
(ASV).

David understood the dangers
of idolatry, | wonder if we realize
today how dangerousidolatry is?

Idolatry Is Alive And Well
Today.

Have we considered the fact that
idolatry is rampant today? In simple
terms, idolatry is the religion of
sight in opposition to that of faith.
For this reason, idolatry can take
many forms. Some, of course, prac-
tice idolatry through the worship of
nature, the sun, the moon, and wor-
ship of the various elements of this
earth, etc. They may carve wooden
or stone statues and worship these
as gods. This has been done since
Old Testament days (Jer. 10:1-5;
Isa. 44:9-20). People today such as
Wiccans and others, practice such
idolatry in a worship of nature and
the earth. Besides this, we know
that Catholics have their own idols
— statues to which they bow down
(Mary, the apostles, their appointed
“saints,” etc.), and pray for various
reasons. Those who worship Bud-
dha are idolaters as well. There are
other examples of this as well that
can be seen in our “modern” world.

There is another form of idolatry
which is more subtle. This is be-
cause these idolaters have nothing
that they literally fall down and
worship. This idolatry is seen
among those who are covetous
(Col. 3:5). To be covetous s “to set
the heart upon, i.e. long for
(rightfully or otherwise): desre,
would fain, lust (after)” (Strong’s).
In this case, the coveting (longing,
lusting, desiring) is something evil.
It is an inordinate desire for some-
thing. Those who are idolatrous in
this way may put themselves, their

mother, father, children, their hobbies,
work, or anything else before God. If
one sets his heart upon, or longs for
these things, instead of God, then
he/ she isidolatrous according to Colos-
sians 3:5. Such a person isjust as much
an idolater as the person who literally
falls down and worships the stick or
statue. Yes, friends, idolatry is alive and
well!

The Result Of Idolatry.

Turning our attention to Psalm 16:4
again, David said that “sorrows” will “be
multiplied” for those guilty of idolatry.
In applying this to ourselves, we see
that putting ourselves, or anything else
before God does not result in happiness,
but sorrow.

M any today promote the philosophy
that one needs to put his care, joy,
needs, and desires first in order to have
a happy life. How many times have we
heard people say, “Do what makes you
happy”? How many times have we
heard people say, “Do what is best for
you”? This type of thinking lends itself
to selfishness, pride, and idolatry, for
one has put his wishes before the will of
God. When one places himself, or any-
thing else before God, he is covetous
(Cal. 3:5), and will experience sorrow in
hislife rather than joy.

Paul told Timothy, “But they that will
berich fall into temptation and a nare and
into many fodish and hurtful lugs which
drown men in destrudion and perdition. For
thelove of money istheroot of all evil: which
while some covetled after, they have ered
from the faith, and pieced themsdves
through with many sorrows” (I Tim. 6:9-
10). The apostle also told Timothy that
people who would love money, or who
put worldly riches before all “fall into
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temptation,” and they will “drown

. in detrudion and perdition”
(ruin and destruction, NAYS).
These people err “from thefaith”
and pierce ‘themsdves through
with many sorrows” Why is this
s0? One of the main reasons why
thisis so is because these people
have made money/ possessions
their god (idol). When they die,
and enter eternity, they will have
no treasure “laidup” (Matt. 6:19-
21, 16:26). When thisworld ends
finally, their “god” will be gone
(I In. 2:17). Then what?

Friends, more people and na-
tions have been sacrificed to this
god of money/ possessions than
we would like to admit. Think
about how folks interest in this
country are often pointed toward
our economy than on our moral
standing. Often, leaders in this
country are praised for their posi-
tion on how to make more
money for others, while their
positions on what is truly impor-
tant is played-down. Sadly, there
are so-called “Christians,” so-
called members of the Lord’s
body who fall for this type of
thinking, too. The drive for more
and more poOssessons causes
many to sacrifice their souls and
what is most important. The love
of money and possessions,
though temporarily satisfying,
results in “many sorrows,” de-
struction, and perdition.

The reason why covetousness
and similar things bring sorrow
is because that is all they can do!
God islight (I Jn. 1.5; Jas. 1:17)
and love (I Jn. 4:8). God gives
joy (Ecc. 2:26) and life (I Jn.
5:11; Tit. 1:2; Rom. 6:23). There-
fore, if one rejects God in favor
of anything else, what can they
have in their lives except dark-
ness, hate, sorrow, and death?
Yes, there is temporary
“pleasure” to be realized in sin

(Heb. 11:25), but true joy is not to
be found here, but in God and in
Christ.

Since the result of idolatry is sor-
row, why would we want any part
of this? We need to make sure we
are putting our Lord and His king-
dom first in order that we can enjoy
the blessings God has given to us
(Matt. 6:33; Eph. 1:3).

We Need To Get As Far
Away As We Can From
Idolatry.

In the last part of Psalm 16:4 we
read David’s statement that he
would not “take up thdr names into
my lips” In other words, David was
so opposed to these gods or idols
under consideration, that he would
not even speak their names. This
was in keeping with the law of God.
M oses had told the people to “make
no mention of the name of othe gods
nether l& it be heard out of thy mouth”
(Ex. 23:13). Joshua told the Israel-
ites not to “make mention of the name
of theér gods nor cause to swear by
them, nather srve them, nor bow your-
sves unto them.” Rather, they were
to “deave unto the LORD your God, as
ye have done unto this day” (Josh.
23:7-8).

Rather than seeing how close we
can get to sin and error without ac-
tually being guilty of sin, let us get

far away from it! Since God has drawn
the line between right and wrong, let us
respect that line, and leave it alone! By
transgressing God’s will and worship-
ping the “gods” of my design, | am ask-
ing for nothing but sorrow, darkness,
and death. Who would want to live
their life knowing that thisis their end?

Conclusion

Let us fight against covetousness
(idolatry) by putting to death the old
man of sin, and by living anew in Christ
(Col. 3:5-14; Rom. 6:3-6). Let us be a
“living saaifice” for God (Rom. 12:1-2),
and “cudfied with Chrig” that Christ
will livein us (Gal. 2:20). In all that we
say and do, let usdo it “in the name of
our Lord Jesus Chrig” that we might see
Heaven when thislifeis over (Col. 3:17;
Matt. 7:21). David shows us that sor-
rows will be multiplied to those who go
after these false gods (idols). Who can
deny it? With this in mind, is it any
wonder that when we turn to the New
Testament, we read the apostle Paul’s
command to ‘flee iddatry” (I Cor.
10:14)? Let us obey the Lord and do
what John told us to do and ‘“kep
(onesdlf) fromidals” (I Jn 5:21).
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| want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse!
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Wednesday Evening Bible Study
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“What Is Written”™: Sunday (12:30 p.m.) on 94.7 & 100.5 FM.
Call: 683-9246 (WBIO) with your Bible questions.
“The Ancient Landmark”: airs Monday (9 p.m.), Wednesday (5 p.m.), &
Thursday (11 p.m.) on channel 52.
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