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“Diary Of A Bible”

Author Unknown

Jan. 10. Been resting for a
week. The first few nights of the
New Y ear my owner read me regu-
larly, but he has now forgotten me
aready, | guess.

Feb. 7. Clean up time. | was
dusted with other things and then
put back on the shelf.

Feb. 9. Owner used me for a
short time after dinner looking over
a few references. Went to Bible
school today.

Mar. 6. Clean up. Dusted
again. Have been in the hall since
my trip to Bible school last month.

Mar. 30. Busy day. Owner had
young people's meeting and had to
look up references. He had an aw-
ful time finding them but they were
there al the time.

May 3. In Grandma’s lap again
this afternoon. She spent most of
her time in 1st Corinthians 13 and
the last four verses of the fifteenth
chapter.

May 7, 8, 9. In Grandma’s lap
again this afternoon. She spent
most of her time reading and some-
times she just talks to me. It is so
comfortable there.

May 10. Grandma is gone.
Back to the same old place. She did
kiss me bye before she | eft.

July 3. Had a couple of four-
leaf clovers stuck in me today.

July 4. Packed in a suitcase
with clothes and other things. Off
on vacation | guess.

July 7. Still in suitcase.

July 10. Still in suitcase, though
al else has been taken out by now.

July 15. Home again in my old
place. Quite a nice journey they
say, though | did not see why.

Aug. 1. Rather stuffy and hot.

Have two magazines, a novel, and an
old hat on top of me.

Sep. 10. Used by Mary for a few
minutes today. She was writing a let-
ter to a friend whose brother died and
wanted appropriate verses.

Sep. 23. New mail order cata-
logue came today. Certainly is getting
a lot of attention. More than | ever
received.

Oct. 10. Wished someone would
take these stinking four-leaf clovers
out of me. They have been here five
months now, and they tickle me.
They are so dry and flaky.

Nov. 29. Thanksgiving season.
Was taken to church last Sunday.

Dec. 31. End of another year. Not
interesting for me. Maybe next year.

Editor’s Note: This article came
from the Guardian of Truth magazine,
1/6/93, p. 21. | do not know the au-
thor, but | am sure that many, many,
Bibles could have written a diary
similar to this one.

It doesn’t sound like the owner
ever read, “Buy thetruth, and I it nat;
al wigdom, and indrudion, and under-
ganding;” “Thy word havel hid in mine
heart, that | might not 9n againg thes”
“Sudy to show thysdf approved unto
God, a workman that nexdeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth;” and “Whereby, when ye read, ye
may underdand my knowledge in the
myseay of Chrig” does it?

How would it read if your Bible
was writing this “diary”? Some Bibles
might write the same entry: “Have
been left in the church building again
this week.” (I know this because |
find the Bibles in the pews!) How can
one study his Bible if it is not with
him? Let us not be guilty of neglect-
ing God’sword, our map to Heaven.

“What Will You Do
With The Truth?”

Jarrod Jacobs

ruth is something that de-

mands a response. Every

time we are faced with the

truth of God’s word (Jn.
17:17), we must do something with it. |
imagine no better example could be
given of the various responses man has
to the truth than in the events recorded
in Acts 17 when Paul preached at Mars
Hill. Let us study the book of Acts 17,
and ask what ourselves what we will do
when we hear the truth. When you hear
the truth...

Do You Consider It Babbling?

When Paul entered Athens and saw
all theidolsin that town, “his girit was
girred in him, when he saw the dty whaly
dven to iddatry. Theefore digputed he in
the synagogue with the Jews and with the
devout persons and in the market daily with
them that me with him” (Acts 17:16-17).
When the Epicureans and the Stoics
heard Paul, they asked, “What will this
babbler say?” (Acts 17:18). A “babbler”
literally was a man, “lounging about the
marketplace and picking up a subsis-
tence by whatever may chance to fall
from the merchandise;, a parasite; get-
ting a living by flattery or buffoonery;
an empty talker” (Thayer’s, p. 584).
These Athenians looked to Paul and
thought he was some kind of fool, a
bum, or someone simply speaking for
entertainment purposes. That is why
there was so much interest in him at
first. “For all the Athenians and dranga's
which were there pent thdr timein nothing
ds but dthe to tdl, or to hear some new
thing” (Acts 17:19-21).
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The world at large considers
the truth of God nothing more
than foolishness. Paul wrote,
‘“For the preaching of the cossisto
them that perish foolishness; but unto
uswhich are saved it isthe power of
God. For it iswritten, | will degtroy
the widom of the wiss and will
bring to nothing the underg¢anding
of the prudent. Where is the wise?
wheeis the sxibe? where is the dis
puter of this world? hath not God
made fodish the wisdom of this
world? For after that in the wisdom
of God the world by wisdom knew
not God, it pleassd God by the fodl-
ishness of preaching to save them
that bdieve” (I Cor. 1:18-21). It is
a tragedy to see people who
think the Bible is nothing more
than “myths” or “stories.” Isthis
your attitude?

Do You Mock When The
Truth Is Preached?

In Acts 17:22-31, we read the
most profound treatise on God
from the creation to the second
coming. When the Athenians
heard this sermon, “some
modked” (Acts 17:32). The impli-
cation from this passage is that
they mocked so much that Paul
stopped preaching (McGarvey,
Original Commentary on Acts,
p. 223-224)! These people spent
all their time either hearing or
telling some new thing, but when
it came to listening to the Truth,
they could not bear it, and
mocked the preacher (Acts
17:21, 32).

Are you one who would
mock God’s word? First, let us
define what it means to mock as
they did. To mock at God’s
word is to, “to jest, jeer
at” (Vine's, p. 528). Mr. Thayer
adds the word “deride” to his
definition (p. 669). After we hear
someone preach, do we say,
“That is just his opinion,” or
“He gets paid to say that, if he
didn’t say that we would fire

him”?When we say things like this
about the Bible and those who pro-
claim the truth, we are mocking at
the truth as they did in Paul’s day,
and that is sinful.

Do You Want To Hear It
Again?

Some who heard Paul speak
about the resurrection said, ‘“We will
hear thee again of this matte” (Acts
17:32). This was not something
negative, but it was something
hopeful. Some wanted to hear more
about God and the resurrection.

| am afraid that people forget
that the command to hear God’s
words is just as binding as the com-
mand to preach! God commands us
to “hear” Jesus (Matt. 17:5). When
Peter preached on Pentecost, he told
the people to “hear these words” (Acts
2:22). While Jesus was upon this
earth, He said, “My shesp hear my
voiee” (Jn. 10:27). Literally, Jesus
was saying that His sheep “keep on”
hearing His voice, or continue to
hear His voice. It is not a one-time
thing! Therefore, it is a good thing
when we see those wanting to hear
God’sword more and more.

These men wanted to hear Paul
again so they could weigh God’s
word against man’s word. That is
what God wants all of us to do (I
Thess. 5:21; Rom. 12:2). However,
friend, do not put off obedience to
this word until it is too late (I1 Cor.

6:2; Heb. 3:7-8, 15)!

Do You Cleave And Believe?

A small group of people were im-
pressed by the Truth so much that they
decided right then to obey God. Acts
17:34 says, “Howbdt catain men dave
unto him, and bdieved: among the which
was Dionydusthe Areopagite and a woman
named Damaris and othes with them.”
How great it is to see people that will
decide right away that they want to
obey the truth!

We should take time to study and
examine God’s word, but we must not
wait too long! We have no lease on life,
so we must take advantage of the time
we have now (Il Cor. 6:2; Heb. 3:7-8,
15). Christ calls people today to come
and “learn” of Him, but the call will not
last indefinitely (Matt. 11:28-30).

Too many want to hear about God,
but do not want to hear what God says!
The only way that we can know the
Truth is to listen to His words (Jn.
17:17)! What kind of person are you
when you are presented with the truth?
Do you consider the preacher a man
who is saying nothing? Do you mock at
the truth? Do you seriously consider
and study what has been said? Do you
believe what you have heard and obey
it? Let us serioudy think about this be-
cause our answers to these questions
will determine where we spend eternity!
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| want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse!

— Come and meet with the church at Southside.
Our address: 2920 New Hartford Rd. Owensboro, KY 42303

Meeting Times:

Sunday Morning Bible Study

Sunday Morning Worship

9:30 a.m.
10:20 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship

Wednesday Evening Bible Study

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

“What Is Written”™: Sunday (12:30 p.m.) on 94.7 & 100.5 FM.
Call: 683-9246 (WBIO) with your Bible questions.
“The Ancient Landmark”: airs Monday (9 p.m.), Wednesday (5 p.m.), &
Thursday (11 p.m.) on channel 52.

Website:
Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs

www.southside-churchofchrist.com (Updated weekly!)

Elders: Paul Dubois & Jeff Lankford

Phone: (270) 683-5386
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