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ast Sunday we studied 
about the life and death 
of Stephen, and how 
the events surrounding 

his death made an impact upon 
the apostle Paul. As is often the 
case in preaching, after I finished, 
I realized that there was another 
point that I should have brought 
out in the study! So in this article, 
I want us to again look at Acts 6-
7 and study about Stephen, and 
make some points applicable to 
our lives.   

In last week s lesson, we 
looked at the life and death of 
Stephen and how this ultimately 
had a positive effect upon the 
apostle Paul, as well as the rest of 
the world due to his conversion 
to Christ, and the fervor and fire 
Paul had for preaching God s 
word to lost souls. We spent time 
last week noting several similari-
ties between Stephen and Jesus, 
and then noted the similarities 
between Stephen and Paul. 
When these two giants met, it 
truly was a great day.   

Yet, for all the good things 
that were accomplished as a re-
sult of Stephen s death, and for 
all the many people Paul won to 
the Lord as a result of his forceful 
and vigilant preaching, one thing 
stands out. Have we ever taken 
note of the fact that Stephen 
played a part in influencing one 
of the greatest preachers of the 
gospel in history, and yet 
STEPHEN NEVER KNEW IT!?!

   

By the time Saul was converted, 
Stephen was dead, and the brethren 
had buried his body (Acts 8:2). 
Stephen may have been conscious 
of Saul s presence at his execution 
(Acts 7:58), but he never knew the 

rest of the story ! He never knew 
how Saul would one day fight just 
as hard if not harder for the Lord 
than he ever did against Him! 
Stephen never knew that Paul 
would take the message of Christ 
from Jerusalem to Damascus, and 
Asia, and all the way to Rome! He 
did not know about the countless 
churches Paul helped start. Yet, for 
all of this, I am convinced that 
Stephen played a pivotal role in 
Paul s life. It is through Stephen s 
death that Paul saw what it means 
to spend and be spent

 

for others 
(II Cor. 12:15). Paul s willingness to 
die for the Lord (Acts 20:24, 21:13) 
was no doubt a reflection of 
Stephen s own attitude of being 
ready to die if necessary for the 
cause of Christ (which he did). 
Stephen did not compromise the 
truth of God s word for any man, 
and Paul did not, either! Both men 
gladly and readily faced the conse-
quences of that decision, too.   

The point I hope we see in all of 
this is that though Stephen never 
knew what had happened with 
Paul, Stephen s influence still lived 
on and made an impact upon the 
apostle to the Gentiles. The Holy 
Spirit said it this way, Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their la-
bours; and their works do follow 

them

 
(Rev. 14:13). May we never for-

get that the deeds we do today echo in 
eternity!   

Friends, let us realize that our influ-
ence is being felt daily! We have oppor-
tunities for good or for evil every day. 
The question is, how will we respond to 
our challenges and temptations? Are we 
aware that there are others who are in-
terested in what we are doing, too? This 
is the reason Jesus said, Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Fa-
ther which is in heaven  (Matt. 5:16)!   

We have the opportunity today to 
show a right and proper example for 
our children, spouse, friends, enemies, 
and strangers. Will we seize this golden 
opportunity? Let us also remember that 
our influence can be felt on folks even 
in mere moments (Bear in mind, Saul 
did not know about Stephen for very 
long!). In light of this fact, we must 
make sure that we are conscious of our 
example when in public. We never 
know when someone is looking at us to 
see what a Christian acts like and talks 
like! What do folks see when they look 
at us? Do they see Jesus in us (Matt. 
5:16; Gal. 2:20), or do they see some-
one motivated only by selfish interests?   

Even in Stephen s last breath, he 
spoke of Christ before the murderous 
mob (Acts 7:59-60). Paul s last written 
words includes his confidence in receiv-
ing a crown of righteousness from Jesus 
because he fought the good fight, fin-
ished his course and kept the faith (II 
Tim. 4:8). Such words could be spoken 
at the end of their lives only because 
Christ was their focus during their lives! 
What is our focus in life? Let us be like 
Stephen and teach and influence folks 
for Christ and godliness to our dying 
breath! 
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To the husband in that example, 

we d tell him to straighten up and 
get to work, wouldn t we (I Tim. 
5:8; II Thess. 3:10)! To the scared 
child, we d console and encourage 
that young one, and then place him 
in his proper class.   

When considering spiritual mat-
ters and remaining in a right rela-
tionship with God, we find far too 
many who are short-sighted. Tragi-
cally, the road of life is littered with 
folks who had a good start, but 
could not finish well ! Perhaps 
they thought that being a Christian 
was a sprint rather than a marathon! 
Regardless of their reasons, the fact 
remains that they gave up too soon 
and did not finish. In reading He-
brews 12, we see that after folks are 
encouraged to look to Jesus as an 
example of enduring the cross and 
looking ahead to what is better (v. 
2), the statement is made, For con-
sider him that endured such contra-
diction of sinners against himself, 
lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds

 

(Heb. 12:3). In other words, 
we need to look at Jesus as our ex-
ample of One who was not short-
sighted. He could see past the mo-
mentary problems, the temporary 
suffering and humiliation of the 
cross, and see the better thing on 
the other side. Therefore, let 
Christ s example encourage us!   

Delaying pleasure for something 

What if Christ had refused to 
go to the cross because He 
did not want to endure the 
pain and humiliation?  

What if a wife did not want 
to have children because of 
the pain?  

What if a husband refused to 
get a job because he was 
afraid he might not be able to 
do what was asked of him?  

What if a first-grader 
would not go to second 
grade because he was afraid 
he would not like it?   

The above questions seem 
silly, don t they? Yet, all the ex-
amples above reveal an attitude 
of being short-sighted! In con-
trast, Hebrews 12:2 says this 
about Christ: who for the joy 
that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.

 

In other 
words, Jesus looked beyond the 
immediate pain and mockery of 
the moment, and saw something 
greater; something which pro-
duced joy not only in God, but 
in all men who would submit to 
the Lord s plan for salvation. For 
this reason, He endured the pain-
ful suffering of the cross for the 
moment!   

In like manner, consider the 
wife who does not want to have 
a child if it means enduring tem-
porary pain. Mothers would tell 
her that she is being short-
sighted, for there are many bless-
ings to come if she will endure 
that momentary pain (Ps. 127:3-
5). 

better later on is a sign of maturity. It is 
children who want things now, now, 
now! Children cannot endure for long 
at all before demanding the thing(s) they 
want. The mature person knows how to 
delay immediate pleasure in order to 
receive that which is better. Yes, the ma-
ture person can even endure pain for a 
while if he knows the pain is temporary 
and a greater prize awaits him!   

The problem is that there is too much 
spiritual immaturity in the Lord s 
church. There are too many who cannot 
see beyond the end of their nose, spiritu-
ally. Folks, we need to understand that it 
takes vision and foresight to be able to 
endure in this life. If we cannot do this, 
we are setting ourselves up for problems, 
both physically and spiritually. If as par-
ents, we do not prepare our children for 
the time when they are teenagers and 
adults, then we are failing them due to 
our short-sightedness. Parents have a 
responsibility to teach and train their 
children (Eph. 6:4; Titus 2:3-5). It is 
short-sighted and sinful to allow our 
children to grow up with no direction, 
leadership, or training in God s word, 
including how to be a Christian. On a 
personal level, if we are not preparing 
for eternity right now, we may very well 
lose our soul due to short-sightedness! 
This certainly is a serious matter, and 
worthy of spending our time in thought 
and action to make sure we are looking 
ahead and preparing for eternity. 
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