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“Accepting Our Responsibilities’

Jarrod Jacobs

e livein an age when

people do not think

they are responsible

for their actions.
When someone is an alcoholic,
some say that that person has a
“disease.” Right now, some very
eager people are trying to find a
“gay gene” in the systems of cer-
tain ones. In addition to the
above, many are in favor of dis
tributing birth control to high
school children. Their stated pur-
pose being to “protect” children
from the consequences of their
actions.

We have a great and terrible
problem in this country, and we
need to put astop to it. God said,
“The soul that sinneth, it shall
die” (Ezek. 18:20). When we
read words like this, we need to
realize that each individual is per-
sonally responsible for his or her
actions, period! Folks who search
for ways to avoid the conse-
guences of bad decisions, or
those who merely wish to
“rename” sin, are doing nothing
to help solve the problem of sin,
nor do such people negate the
true consequences of sin!

Of course, the mind set of re-
fusing our responsibilities is noth-
ing new. In the garden of Eden,
after Adam and Eve ate the for-
bidden fruit, God asks them what
they had done. Notice the an-
swers that are given. Adam says,
“The woman whom thou gavest
to be with me, she gave me of the
tree, and | did eat” (Gen. 3:12).
When God looked to Eve, she
said, “The serpent beguiled me,

and | did eat” (Gen. 3:13). Very
simply, Adam and Eve refused to
take responsibility for their sins by
blaming others for what had hap-
pened! Certainly, this “blame
game” continues to the present
time. It is present everywhere.

Drinking Alcohol

In thinking about the examples
given earlier, when we see someone
who is drinking intoxicating drinks,
we need to remember the words of
Solomon when he said, “Who hath
woe? who hath sorrow? who hath
contentions? who hath babbling?
who hath wounds without cause?
who hath redness of eyes? They that
tarry long at the wine; they that go
to seek mixed wine. Look not thou
upon the wine when it isred, when
it giveth his colour in the cup, when
it moveth itself aright. At the lagt it
biteth like a serpent, and stingeth
like an adder ” (Prov. 23:29-32). We
also need to remember what Peter
wrote. “That he no longer should
live the rest of histime in the flesh
to the lusts of men, but to the will of
God. For the time past of our life
may suffice us to have wrought the
will of the Gentiles, when we
walked in lasciviousness, lusts, ex-
cess of wine (passed out drunk),
revellings (wild drinking parties,
drunken debauchery), banquetings
(social drinking occasions, lit. “a
drinking”), and abominable idola-
tries: Wherein they think it strange
that ye run not with them to the
same excess of riot, speaking evil of
you” (I Pet. 2:2-4). Notice please
God puts the drinking of alcohal in

the same category as “lasciviousness,”
“lusts,” and “abominable idolatries.”
For one to drink alcoholic drinks is to
“run” with “excess of riot”! Does this
sound like God was sanctioning these
things? Does it sound like God consid-
ers a person’s lack of control “a dis
ease”? Friends, these thingsarea sin in
the sight of God, and we must not be
partakers of these evil deeds (11 Jn. 11).

Homosexuality

In noting man’s excuses for homo-
sexuality, let us read what God has said
concerning this act man has called a
“lifestyle choice.” God said, “Thou
shalt not lie with mankind, as with
womankind: it is abomination” (Lev.
18:22). Also, “1f a man also lie with
mankind, as he lieth with a woman,
both of them have committed an
abomination: they shall surely be put to
death; their blood shall be upon
them” (Lev. 20:13). Does this sound
like God approved of these people’s
actions, or merely considered it a part
of their genetic make-up? In the New
Testament we read, ‘For this cause
God gave them up unto vile affections:
for even their women did change the
natural use into that which is against
nature: And likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman,
burned in their lust one toward another;
men with men working that which is
unseemly, and receiving in themselves
that recompense of their error which
was meet ” (Rom. 1:26-27). When God
said that homosexuality is “that which
is against nature,” we know that one
could search for the rest of his life and
not find the elusive “gay gene”! No
friends, God did not make us this way!
Paul also said that homosexuality was a
sin that will keep one from Heaven (I
Cor. 6:9-10). He said such acts belong
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in the realm of the works of the
flesh (Gal. 5:19-21). This is not
to say that a person who is a ho-
mosexual could not be saved.
Clearly, the Corinthians had
some that were homosexuals,
but had since changed, and
obeyed the word of God and
were saved (I Cor. 6:11). The
guestion iswill such folks submit
to the will of God and obey Him
instead of selfish interests?

Today, we see people who do
not want to live up to their re-
sponsibilities, nor accept the con-
sequences of their ungodly liv-
ing. So, they claim that those
who teach God’s truth are homo-
phobes, or higots who do not
love them. What they need to
realize is that the people who
truly love them are the ones
warning them of their sin and of
the eternal consequences if they
do not change!

“Safe” Fornication

Some advocate distributing
birth control methods to unmar-
ried teenagers. Is this not the
epitome of not wanting to accept
responsibility? Someone might
say, “We want to supply these
teenagers with birth control
methods because they are too
young to be a daddy or a
mother.” It is true that they are
too young; and the way for them
to avoid becoming a parent be-
fore they have a chance to grow
up is to ingtill our children with
the values given in the Bible! The
Hebrew writer said, “Marriageis
honourable in all, and the bed
undefiled: but whoremongers
and adulterers God will
judge” (Heb. 13:4). Both young
and old need to realize that when
they decide they are going to ful-
fill their sexual desires outside of
marriage, they belong in the
reeAlm of whoremongers and
adulterers. God in the very be-
ginning, stated that the husband

and wife were to be “one flesh” and
no one else (Gen. 2:24)! When peo-
ple decide that they are going to live
ungodly, they need to realize that
there are consequences that they
will have to endure, both physically
and spiritually!

The Guilt Of Sin

Let me aso say that if onediesin
his sins, it is no one’s fault but his
own. In an age when the Bible is
available in book form, computer
disk, tapes, radio, TV, websites, etc.,
and especially in a country such as
ours, with the freedom that we en-
joy to openly read and study God’s
word, there is no excuse for one not
knowing God’sword! It ishigh time
that we accepted our responsibilities
and learn that God has a plan for
us, and if we refuse to listen, it is
our own fault. Paul said, “And to
you who are troubled rest with us,
when the Lord Jesus shall be re-
vealed from heaven with his mighty
angels, In flaming fire taking venge-
ance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be
punished with everlasting destruc-
tion from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power ” (I1
Thess. 1:7-9). Further, we read in
Acts 17:30-31, “And the times of
this ignorance God winked at; but
now commandeth all men every
where to repent: Because he hath
appointed a day, in the which he

will judge the world in righteousness by
that man whom he hath ordained;
whereof he hath given assurance unto all
men, in that he hath raised him from the
dead.” Ignorance is no excuse for not
obeying God’swill.

What are you going to do? Will you
accept your responsibilities? Will you
stop looking to your mother and father
and blaming them for your problems?
Will you stop blaming the environment
in which you live for the problems you
must face?

Jesus said, “1 said therefore unto you,
that ye shall die in your sins. for if ye
believe not that | am he, ye shall diein
your sins” (Jn. 8:24). Here Jesus states
six times that obedience is an individual
decision. Thus, it is not your parents
fault that you are not a Chrigtian. It is
not your parents fault that you have
sinned (Rom. 3:23). It is not your living
conditions that keep you from obeying
God. It is up to you. Accept your re-
sponsibilities and obey God by believing
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (Jn.

8:24); repenting of your sins (Acts
17:30); confessing your faith (Matt.

10:32); and being baptized (MK. 16:16).
Accept your responsibilities and live
faithfully to God (I Cor. 15:58; Rev.
2:10).
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