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[Seeing as bro ther Henry has 
been with us in a meet ing these 
last few days, I thought you 
would enjoy reading some art i-
c les he has writ ten in recent 
years. JJ]  

he most important 
ingredient in a Chris-
tian is love. Without 
love, we are nothing 
(I Cor. 13:1-2), we 

are empty, hollow, and meaning-
less. We have no meaning or sig-
nificance in the sight of God. We 
lack direction, purpose, and moti-
vation. Jesus made these state-
ments about love: If ye love me, 
keep my commandments

 

(Jn. 
14:15). He that loveth not 
knoweth not God; for God is 
love

 

(I Jn. 4:8). But I know 
you, that ye have not the love of 
God in you

 

(Jn. 5:42). Let s 
look at some characteristics of 
love:  

A Fruit Of The Spirit  
But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law. And they 
that are Christ s have crucified 
the flesh with the affections and 
lusts

 

(Gal. 5:22-24). 1 . They 
that are Christ s

 

- Those that 
belong to Christ. 2 . Have cru-
cified - The Christian makes a 
decision to die to sin. Have some 
of you gone back on your deci-
sion to serve Christ faithfully? Are 
you a hypocrite? Do you have no 

love left for Christ and His word? 
Paul wrote, Knowing this, that our 
old man is crucified with him, that 
the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve 
sin

 

(Rom. 6:6). What Paul is say-
ing is, You made a firm decision 
not to live and serve Satan or self, 
but to serve Christ and crucify sin. 
Have you really made that deci-
sion? Is the fruit of the spirit seen in 
your life? The fruit is what the Spirit 
produces through the word of God 
in your life. This is what a Christian 
should bear! Are you bearing it? 
Love is a part of the fruit of the 
spirit. Can it be seen in your life? A 
tree is known by its fruit! How are 
you known? We are known by what 
we produce! If you follow the gos-
pel and the gospel only, the only 
thing that can be produced in your 
life is love for Christ, the brethren, 
the truth, and the church. And 
with all deceivableness of unrighte-
ousness in them that perish; be-
cause they received not the love of 
the truth, that they might be saved. 
And for this cause God shall send 
them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie: That they all 
might be damned who believed not 
the truth, but had pleasure in un-
righteousness

 

(II Thess. 2:10-12). 
How much do you love the truth? 
Are you willing to compromise it? 
That s not love! Are you willing to 
bend a little? That s not love!  

Produces Peace  
John taught, He that loveth not 

knoweth not God; for God is 

love

 
(I Jn. 4:8). God is love and the 

author of peace. Those that love God 
will promote peace. While those that 
hate God will destroy peace and unity 
to get their own way. Paul said, God is 
not the author of confusion, but of 
peace, as in all churches of the saints

 

(I 
Cor. 14:33). Behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity

 

(Ps. 133:1). Love 
always promotes peace. James said, 
For where envying and strife is, there 

is confusion and every evil work. But 
the wisdom that is from above is first 
pure, then peaceable , gentle  and 
without hypocrisy

 

(Jas. 3:16-17). The 
truth is without hypocrisy. Those who 
don t have the love of God about them 
to promote peace are hypocrites! Purity 
carries the idea of soundness. Sound-
ness is more important than peace. Pu-
rity of practice and doctrine is what 
produces the unity or peace pleasing to 
God. Sometimes a church will fail to 
stand for the truth because they don t 
want to sacrifice peace 

 

that s wrong! 
We are not to sacrifice the truth for the 
sake of peace and unity (Prov. 23:23). 
We are not going to be effective in win-
ning souls until we are one. Jesus said, 
Every kingdom divided against itself is 

brought to desolation; and a house di-
vided against a house falleth

 

(Lk. 
11:17). Jesus is saying where a church 
is divided it cannot stand, because it 
is being destroyed by internal civil war. 
When the church has no peace, the 
unbelievers can blaspheme and speak 
evil of the church of the living God. 
Peace is necessary to carry on the 
Lord s work. A church that is torn up 
by division and strife cannot reach out 
to the lost. They will not accomplish 
anything. In order to have peace and 
unity Paul says, I  beseech you that 
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ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, With all 
lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; Endeavouring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace

 
(Eph. 4:1-3). 

Peace and unity are to be the 
priority where it doesn t exist! 
But peace is never, ever to be 
put before soundness!  

A Proof Of Discipleship  
Jesus said, A new command-

ment I give unto you, That ye 
love one another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one an-
other. By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another

 

(Jn. 
13:34-35). Love is to be the 
mark by which Christians may 
be distinguished from the world. 
Jesus said, Ye are my friends 
(disciples), if ye do whatsoever I 
command you

 

(Jn. 15:14). 
Beloved, let us love one an-

other: for love is of God; and 
every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God. He that 
loveth not knoweth not God; for 
God is love

 

(I Jn. 4:7-8). If a 
man say, I love God, and hateth 
his brother, he is a l iar: for he 
that loveth not his brother whom 
he hath seen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not seen?

 

(I 
Jn. 4:20). Paul says our hearts 
should be knit together in 
love ...  (Col. 2:2).  

For Each Other  
Jesus taught, A new com-

mandment I give unto you, That 
ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one 
another.

 

(Jn. 13:34). This is 
my commandment, That ye love 
one another, as I have loved 
you

 

(Jn. 15:12). Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we ought also 
to love one another

 

(I Jn. 4:11). 
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I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse!  
Come and meet with the church at Southside. 

Our address is: 2920 New Hartford Rd. Owensboro, KY 42303.  

MEETING TIMES:

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study  9:30 am 
Sunday Morning Worship  10:20 am 
Sunday Evening Worship   6:00 pm 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study  7:00 pm   

Our call-in radio program is on WBIO, FM 94.7, Sunday afternoon from 
12:30-1:00 pm. Call:

 

683-9246 (WBIO) with your Bible question.          

Preacher/Editor:  Jarrod Jacobs         
Elders:  Paul Dubois & Jeff Lankford         
Phone:  (270) 683-5386 

Website address:  www.southside-churchofchrist.com (Updated weekly!) 

One Way We Spread The Gospel:

 

www.southside-churchofchrist.com 


