
Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. (Jer. 6:16) 
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he word above may 
not be familiar to all, 
but I am positive that 
the English equivalent 

is. The word diakonos is the 
Greek word which is translated 

d e a co n , m in is te r , o r 
servant in the New Testament. 

Since we are in a period of select-
ing men to fill this office, I 
thought it would be good for us 
to do some study into the word 
itself, and see just what the Bible 
means when it uses the term 
diakonos.

  

I find it very interesting to note 
that the words deacon and 
deacons as are used in the 

New Testament to denote that 
office held within a congregation, 
are only found a total of five 
times in the Bible (I Tim. 3:8, 10, 
12, 13; Phil. 1:1). Yet, the words 
minister, (servant) ministers, 
ministering, and ministered 

are found over 150 times in the 
Bible!  

The Bible makes it clear that 
there is such an office as 
deacon, and that certain men 

must be qualified to fill this office. 
They have certain qualifications 
and duties to perform (I Tim. 3:8-
13). Yet, it is also apparent that 
service or serving others is not 
limited to a certain number of 
men in any congregation, but in 
fact, all Christians are to be ser-
vants!  

The reason I bring this up is to 
make us aware of our responsi-
bilities as Christians. Just as the 

appointment of elders did not ne-
gate nor diminish our duties, nei-
ther will the appointment of dea-
cons diminish our duties before 
God! We all are to follow Christ s 
example of service daily (Matt. 
20:28;  I Pet. 2:21-22).  

Some Who Are Called 
M in i s t er s

  

To better appreciate how the 
word translated as minister, 
servant, or deacon is used, let 

us look into the Bible and find oth-
ers who were called ministers. To 
be a person whom God considers a 
good minister places us in a truly 
unique group. Some whom the Bi-
ble calls ministers include:  

1. Joshua (Ex. 24:13; Josh. 1:1)  
2. Aaron (Ex. 28:35)  
3. The tribe of Levi (Num. 3:6,   

18:2)  
4. Samuel (I Sam. 2:11)  
5. Angels (Matt. 4:11)  
6. The greatest among the dis-  

ciples (Matt. 20:26)  
7. Christ (Matt. 20:28)  
8. Erastus (Acts 19:22)  
9. Civil rulers (Rom. 13:4) - Is it   

any wonder why they are   
called civil servants ?  

10. Paul (Eph. 3:7; Col. 1:23)  
11. Apollos (I Cor. 3:5)  
12. Tychicus (Eph. 6:21)  
13. Epaphras (Col. 1:7)  
14. Timothy (I Thess. 3:2)  
15. Those who remind brethren   

of the truth (I Tim. 4:6)  
16. Onesiphorus (II Tim. 1:18)  
17. Hebrew Christians   

(Heb. 6:10) 

 
18. The Old Testament prophets   

(I Pet. 1:11-12)  
19. Christians (I Pet. 4:10)   

Each one in the above list stands out 
to us for various reasons. Yet, God calls 
all of them ministers (servants)! They 
had certain things they needed to do, 
and they faithfully did their duty before 
God. Wouldn t it be great if we all 
would do the same thing? Wouldn t it 
be great if we were just satisfied to be 
called a servant, or minister of 
God?  

Those Who Are Deacons  
When we study about deacons 

(diakonos) in a congregation who are 
appointed to this office (ex: Phil. 1:1); 
we are aware of several similarities be-
tween them and those called ministers 
or servants. Yet, there are also some 
differences between these men and the 
servants we mentioned above. For ex-
ample, deacons in each congregation:  

1. Must be a man (I Tim. 3:12)  
2. Must be married (I Tim. 3:12)  
3. Must have children (I Tim. 3:12)  
4. Must have proven himself before   

being appointed (I Tim. 3:10).  
5. Must have wives whose godly at-   

tributes are present in their lives,   
as well (I Tim. 3:11).   

Therefore, these men hold a special 
place in the work and organization of 
each congregation, and well purchase 
to themselves a good degree, and great 
boldness in the faith which is in Christ 
Jesus  (I Tim. 3:13).  

Conclusion  
While not every Christian will be a 

deacon, our lives ought to be such that 
God recognizes us as diakonos, good 
servants/ministers of Christ! 




