- The Ol Paths -

Volume 11, Issue 16

June 13, 2004

“The Death Of Ronald Reagan”

Jarrod Jacobs

S we are
well aware,
the 40th
President
of the
United

States, Ronald Reagan, has

passed from this life. Some of our
dear readers may remember him
from his “Hollywood days” as an
actor and as a spokesman for
GE. Others perhaps remember
him when he was a governor in
California, or as the President.
Now, enough time has passed
that perhaps some of our dear
readers have no memory of him
at al, and only know him
through the accounts that others
tell of him.

The purpose of this writing is
not to praise a man, but to glean
some eternal lessons from his ex-
tended illness and death. Solo-
mon said in the long ago, “It is
better to go to the house of
mourning, than to go to the
house of feagting: for that is the
end of all men; and the living will
lay it to his heart” (Ecc. 7:2). Last
week has been a week of mourn-
ing in this country for the death
of the 40th President. Therefore,
let us “lay to our heart” some
needed spiritual lessons from this
very public man.

No Man Can Hide From
The Physical Conse-
quences Of Sin.

After Adam and Eve sinned,
God sated various consequences

for their sin. Among them, God said
that death and various hardships
would be on earth as a result of
their sin (Gen. 3:16-19). We now
suffer with sickness, disease, old
age, and death because of this pro-
nouncement so long ago. The apos-
tle Paul noted that our “outward
man” was perishing (Il Cor. 4:16).
Certainly, thisisevident. Thisisone
of the physical consequences of sin!
David stated that “the days of our
years” last about 70-80 years, and
are “soon cut off” (Ps. 90:10).
Ronald Reagan, through a very fa-
mous man, a governor, a President,
and a well-respected speaker, could
not avoid the ravages of old age!
He could not escape death, and
neither will any of us.

The Holy Spirit made it crystal
clear that none will escape physical
death when He revealed, “And as it
is appointed unto men once to die,
but after this the judgment” (Heb.
9:27). Even Job understood that
death is no respecter of persons. In
Job 3, as Job was enduring pain
and suffering, he made the com-
ment of how he wished he had died
in childbirth, and been with “kings,
counselors of the earth ... princes
... the wicked ... prisoners ... the
small and great ... the servant ...
the master” (Job 3:12-19). All are
aikein death.

Regardless if one is a king (a
President!), or a lowly slave, death
comes to all. Mr. Reagan could not
escape disease and old age, or
death. Neither can we! (See: Ecc.
2:16, 6:6b)

When Facing Death, Only One
Thing I s | mportant.

Seeing that men are dying creatures,
the most important thing we can do is
prepare ourselves for death and eternity.
Yet, this is something that is neglected
by many people. If nothing else, as we
are touched by the death of Ronald
Reagan, as well as deaths taking place
this day all over the world, we need to
be reminded that death is coming to all.
Solomon wrote, “the living know that
they shall die...” (Ecc. 9:5).

Seeing that death will come to all,
what have you done, dear one, to pre-
pare for eternity? Do you believe in
Christ (Jn. 8:24)? Have you repented of
your sins (Lk. 13:3)? Have you con-
fessed your faith in Christ (Matt. 10:32)?
Have you been baptized for the remis-
son of sins (Acts 2:38)? If you have
done those things, are you now living a
faithful life to Christ (I Cor. 15:58)7?

Mr. Reagan’s race is run, and he can
do nothing to change his eternal destiny,
for better or worse. Yet, as you read this
article, if you have changes you need to
make in your life to prepare for eternity,
thisisthetimeto doit (I1 Cor. 6:2)!

Conclusion

While much of the world seemsto be
touched by the death of Mr. Reagan,
and many have closely watched his fu-
neral, let us also remember that Ronald
Reagan was not the only one to die on
June 5. Furthermore, many more have
died in the week since his death. Life
and death continue on this earth; the
cycle continues. Please examine your
life and see what changes need to be
made. Make those changes today, for
tomorrow may be too late (Jas. 4:13-
17).

"Thus saththe LMD Sand yeintheways, andseg, and askfar the dd peths, whereis the goadway, andwalk therein andye sl find rest far your sauis.” (Jer. 6.6)
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“lt>’s No One’s Busi-
ness What |
Wear!” (#1)

Jarrod Jacobs

[Editor’s Note: This article be-
gins a series of articles | intend to
write in “The Old Paths” for the
next few months, Lord willing. |
do not plan to answer all ques-
tions in one bulletin, but I want
to address various aspects of im-
modesty since this is such a great
problemin our society. --JJ]
hen one begins to
study with people
(even Christians)
about dressing
immodestly, the statement “It’'s
no one’s business what | wear!”
will come up. Does the Bible
have anything to say about im-
modesty? Hopefully, by the end
of our series, we will be able to
come to a common understand-
ing about immodest dress.

What Should My Atti-
tude Be Toward | mmod-
est Dress?

Chrigtians are a people of ac-
tion. They are not a people of
reaction! We act on what has
been said in the Bible. We do
not react to external things in
life. When we understand this,
we will come a long way in our
study of immodest dress. An-
other thing that we need to re-
member is that if we truly focus
our lives on God, and the cross,
every decison we make will be
based on what the Bible says
(In. 6:67-68; Col. 3:17; | Pet.
4:11). Our focus on this subject,
and every subject should be,
“What saith the Scripture?”
(Romans 4:3), not the fashions
of the day. Isthisyour attitude?

Am| To Live By Biblical

“What | Do Does Not Effect
Anyone Else!”

Many will agree with this statement.
We live in an age where “do what you
want to do,” and “what | do is no one’s
business” are prevalent statements.
What does God say about this attitude?
“For none of us liveth to himself, and no
man dieth to himself” (Rom. 14:7). “Ye
have heard that it was said by them of
old time, Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery: But | say unto you, That whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after her
hath committed adultery with her al-
ready in his heart” (Matt. 5:27-28). Do
these passages sound like God would
agree with the person that says “what |
do is no one’s business’? Contrary to
popular thinking, our actions, dress,
speech, and attitude effect the way oth-
ers think about us, and about God. In
fact, Jesus teaches that we can cause
others to sin based on our dress (or lack
thereof). (Read also: Matt. 5:13-16)

Let us consider these points seriously.
Lord willing, in the next few months, we
will continue this study. Please feel free
to talk to me about questions you might
have. Let us all think serioudly, pray fer-
vently, and study the Bible intently so
that we might be the kind of people God
would have us to be. Let us live
“soberly, righteoudy, and godly, in this
present world” (Titus 2:12).

Authority At All Times?

Let us let the Bible answer this
guestion. “And whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God and the Father by him” (Col.
3:17). When Paul, by Ingpiration,
penned “whatsoever...” it shows us
that everything is included in the
statement that he is going to make.
He then says that whatsoever you
do, “in word or deed.” Does He
mean only things done or said “in
church?” If so, he never stated it!
Let us learn that he is talking about
whatever may be done or said in all
aspects of our life. He then says,
“do all.” Once again, this shows the
al-inclusiveness of the command
given. “In” in this verse means “in
connection with,” not “inside of.”
Sometimes it means “inside of,” but
not in this verse. Paul then explains
that we are to do all in the “name of
the Lord.” What does the word
“name” mean? Solomon says that it
means one’s reputation (Prov. 22:1;
Ecc. 7:1). Now, to bring all of our
definitions together, Paul is saying,
“Whatever you say, and whatever
you do must be done in connection
with the reputation of Jesus.”
Would Jesus try to justify immodest
dress by saying that it was no one’s
business? Would Jesus say that
some things are not governed by
Bible authority? Of course, not!

Use ThisTool To Teach Others:

et

| want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse!

Z Come and meet with the church at Southside.
Our addressis; 2920 New Hartford Rd. Owensboro, KY 42303.

MEETING TIMES:

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:20 am
Sunday Evening Wor ship 6:00 pm
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7:00 pm

Don’t forget the call-in radio program on WBIO, FM 94.7, Sunday afternoon
from 12:30-1:00 pm. Call: 683-9246 (WBI O) with your Bible question.
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