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“Reflecting On Our Gospel Meeting”

Jarrod Jacobs

ur gospel meeting

with brother Charles

Gooddl  concluded

on Friday night. As

is often the case af-
ter a gospel meeting, | think we
need to take time to reflect on the
events of last week. Last week was
atimefor ....

+ Showing interest in the souls
of friends, loved ones, and
neighbors by inviting them to the
gospel meeting. If this is the first
time, or just one of many times you
have done this, thank you! May our
concern for lost souls increase
through the rest of the year. Re-
member that laboring for the salva-
tion of lost souls was what moti-
vated Christ and the apostles (Lk.
19:10; Rom. 10:1-2). May it be our
motivation as well (I Pet. 2:21; |
Cor. 11:1)!

+ Showing interest in the gospel
by supporting this meeting with
your presence and prayers to God
(Heb. 10:25; | Thess. 5:17). The
vast mgjority of the brethren were
here every night. This says some-
thing great about you and your in-
terest in the gospel.

¢ Being built up in the faith,
encouraged to continue to grow
spiritualy, as well as to be chal-
lenged in areas where we are fal-
ling short. This happened in the
first century (Acts 14:21-22, 15:32-
35), and it is still needed today!

Brother Goodall presented some
outstanding lessons. May we take
heed to them. He encouraged us in
at least three lessons to be active in
bringing others to Christ, and
showed us how it is done. The need

for “persona evangelism” in Owens-
boro is great. Christ’s observation,
“say not ye, There are yet four
months, and then cometh harvest?
behold, | say unto you, Lift up your
eyes, and look on the fields; for they
are white already to harvest” (Jn.
4:35) is just as true today as it was
then!

Our brother also spent time re-
minding us of the Lord’s great plan
for redemption as well as warned us
of current controversies which de-
mand our attention and vigilant con-
cern (Ezek. 3:17-21; Acts 20:28-31).
We ought to be thankful we have had
the opportunity to hear the whole
counsel of God spoken in such a
forceful and caring way.

Brethren, | hope this week has
made it clear that a gospe meeting
requires everyone’s participation if it
is to be successful. This meeting was
a success because YOU worked at it!
It is evident that Brother Goodall did
his part in preaching the gospel (Il
Tim. 4:2). He unselfishly and un-
ashamedly proclaimed the whole
counsel of God this week (Acts
20:27). Brethren, this is the kind of
preaching necessary for standing
strong in the Lord and being
grounded in the truth. Y et, we haveto
live up to our responsibilities as well.
Now that we know the truth, what
will we do with it? Will we hoard it
up for ourselves, or will we be active
in spreading God’s word to others (Il
Tim. 2:2)? Will we apply the truth we
heard to ourselves, or will we ignore
it and continue to do as we please?
Will we move forward, striving to
live ever-closer to our Lord, and to
tell others about salvation in Christ

and being His child? How wonderful it is
to see what can happen when we set our
minds to spreading the gospel in this area.

Let’s not stop this work simply because
our gospel meeting has ended. May this
gospel meeting serve as, among other
things, a “jump start” in our spiritual lives.
We have opportunities daily to tell others
the truth and lead them to Christ. Let us
take the lessons we have learned from
brother Goodall and apply them to our
daily lives! Though the meeting has ended,
what is stopping us from inviting a friend
or neighbor to services this week? Nothing
IS stopping us but our own fear and/or
neglect (Rev. 21:8; Jn. 9:4). Let us get rid
of this attitude and resolve today to let
others know of the gospel. Let us be like
Andrew, Philip, and Cornelius and bring
people in contact with the message of
Christ while there is ill time and
opportunity (Jn. 1:40-45; Acts 10:24).

At times, we have sung the song, “I
want to be a soul-winner for Jesus every
day...” did we mean it? Do we mean the
words we speak when we sing? | hope so.
Solomon made the point that we need to
be careful what we are speaking, so that
our mouth does not cause our flesh to sin!
Let us make sure we are not making vows
to God through speech or song, that we do
not intend to keep (Ecc. 5:2, 4-6)!! Let us
heed the wise words of Solomon.

Conclusion

The results of this gospel meeting will
be felt for some time, for God’s word will
not return to Him void (Isa. 55:11). The
word has been planted (Lk. 8:11; | Cor.
3:6), and if we will water it, God will give
the increase (I Cor. 3:6)! Will this meeting
give us renewed strength and zeal to live
by the gospel and spread it to others, or
will we simply turn a deaf ear to what was
said? The choice is yours. Please choose
wisely according to the Bible standard!

"Thus saththe LMD Sand yeintheways, andseg, and askfar the dd peths, whereis the goadway, andwalk therein andye sl find rest far your sauis.” (Jer. 6.6)




Page 2

The Old Paths

God promised to give
+ faith when we ask for it,
why are we told that faith

comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God? (Rom.
10:17; Jn. 20:30-31)

one becomes a Christian
+ when he believes why
was not King Agrippa a

Christian? (Acts 26:27-28)

sprinkling and pouring are
+ scriptural baptism, why did
Paul say there is one

baptism (Eph. 4:4-6) and
that it is a burial in water (Rom. 6:1-6;
Col. 2:11-12).

infant  baptism is
scriptural, why did Christ
command to baptize those

who believe? (Mk. 16:15-
16)? Remember, an |nfant cannot
believe!

the church has nothing to
do with our salvation, why
does the Lord add the

saved to the church?
(Acts 2:47)

men have the right to
make laws and put them
in the church (via creed

books and or the Pope),
why did Christ say He had all
authority? (Matt. 28:18)

creeds and disciplines
are necessary, why are
we told to follow the

perfect law of liberty?
(Jas. 1:25)

instrumental music is to
+ be used in connection with
the worship to God, why

did Paul and the other
apostles omit the command to use the

“Bible Basics” and “l n-Depth Sudies”
Found At:
www.southsidechurchofchrist.com

| want the truth, give me book, chapter, and versg!

Come and meet with the church at Southside.
Our address is: 2920 New Hartford Rd. Owensboro, KY 423

MEETING TIMES:

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:20 am
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening Bible Study—— 7:00 pm

Don’t forget the call-in radio program oWVBIO, FM 94.7, Sunday afternoon
from 12:301:00 pm.Call: 683-9246(WBIO) with your Bible question.

Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs
Phone: (270) 6835386
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