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he fact that God’s

people ae a
“called out”
group is some-

thing understood
by Bible students (I Pet. 2:9). The
word “church” comes from the
Greek word, “ekklesia’ which
means the called out. When men
and women become Christians
(Acts 2:38, 11:26), they are a part
of the Lord’s church (Acts 8:3),
having been added to it by God
(Acts 2:47).

The Christian And The
Church

One thing the Bible makes clear
is that after one has been added to
the church by God, this person
then has a responsibility to join
himself to a local body. Paul did
this in Acts 9:26-28. Though bap-
tized in Damascus and added by
God to the “universal” body (Acts
2:47), he went to Jerusalem, and
tried to “join himself” to the local
body of Christiansin Jerusalem. At
first, they refused him, (and had
that right to refuse him) because
they didn’t believe he was telling
the truth. But, after Barnabas ex-
plained the situation, and
“vouched” for Paul, he was then
accepted by the brethren at Jerusa-
lem, and “was with them coming in
and going out...” In other words,
he shared in fellowship with the
Jerusalem church. This one once
refused by this body of Christians
was now, ‘“recognized as a Chris-
tian and an apostle” (Barnes
Notes, Val. 10, p. 165).

When it comes to a local body

of believers, part of the responsibility
this group has is to assemble and
worship the God of Heaven (Jn.
4:24). The church at Corinth “came
together ... into one place” and wor-
shipped God (I Cor. 11:20a). The
church a Jerusalem did the same
thing. Remember, that they
“continued stedfastly in the apostles
doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in
prayers” (Acts 2:42). The church at
Troas met for a similar purpose (Acts
20:7), as did the churches of Galatia
(I Cor. 16:1-2). Coming together for
the purpose of worshipping the God
of Heaven was a high priority among
God’s people in the first century. In
like manner, it ought to be a high pri-
ority for Christians today!

Hebrews 10:25 In Context.

In spite of these facts, it seemed
some in the first century had a prob-
lem in assembling with the saints.
Based upon the daily persecution and
hardships facing Christians, some had
decided to forego meeting with the
saints to worship God. They had for-
saken the assembling of the saints. A
record of this fact is found in He-
brews 10:23-27. Here, we read, “Let
us hold fast the profession of our faith
without wavering; (for he is faithful
that promised;) And let us consider
one another to provoke unto love and
to good works: Not forsaking the as-
sembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one
ancther: and so much the more, asye
see the day approaching. For if we
sin wilfully after that we have re-
ceived the knowledge of the truth,
there remaineth no more sacrifice for

sins, But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which
shall devour the adversaries.”

Please pay careful attention to these
verses. Firgt, the Christians are encouraged

to “hold fast” their profession, or
“confession” (NKJ) without wavering.

Evidently, there was a danger of them wa-
vering. This danger is explained in greater
detail in verses 32-34. These Christians
were further encouraged to “consider one
another to provoke unto love and to good
works.” In a time in which Jewish Chris-
tians faced persecutions from the Romans
and from their own people, they needed to
be encouraging and helping each other.
Unfortunately, the “manner of some” was
to leave their brethren, and not be associ-
ated with them. These people were con-
demned for such actions.

In times of hardship, persecution, and
daily problems, how could they help each
other? One way was by assembling to-
gether! Hebrews 10:23-27 notes that
through assembling together, they held fast
to their confession, and didn’t waver. They
provoked one another to love and good
works. They aso exhorted each other.
When people refused to meet with the
saints, then these things were not done.
One thing we sometimes forget is that
Christians are “in this together”! When we
are willfully absent, how can we help each
other, and how can we help ourselves? No
man is an idand. No man can make it in
this world by himself. Paul made this clear
when he said, “For none of us liveth to
himsdf, and no man dieth to him-
self” (Rom. 14:7). Jesus declared that
one’s life influences others when He said,
“Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven” (Matt.
5:16). Seeing that thisis true, may we have
a deeper appreciation for what it means
when the saints assemble to worship God.
Yes, our purpose is first to God, and wor-
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shipping Him “in spirit and in
truth” (Jn. 4:24). But, there is dso
apoint to be made that such activi-
ties as assembling TOGETHER
helps this local body. When one or
several think their presence, their
prayers, their voices, their encour-
agement are not important, then
there will be problems! There will
be problemsindividually in the life
of the person who thinks that way,
and there will be problems the lo-
cal body must face as we try to
make up for the void that is |eft by
that absent soul, which is impossi-
ble!

Sins Associated With Forsak-
ing The Assembling Of The
Saints.

Some have taken the position
over the years that forsaking the
assembling of the saints (Heb.
10:25) is no sin. They say to sim-
ply leave God’s people, or to re-
fuse to assemble until you feel like
it is not wrong.

Such a position contradicts
Scripture. We know this because
the text says, “NOT forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together
... . For someone looking for the
“thou shat’s” and “thou shalt
not’s” in the New Testament, this
is a “thou shalt not”! Furthermore,
in context, the writer speaks of
sinning “wilfully” and the conse-
guences of such action (Heb.
10:26). Forsaking the assembling
of the saints is a willful sin for
which there are serious and sober
spiritual consequences! In this
context, we see the word
“assembling” being used, not
“assembly.” Assembling is a ver-
bal noun, and “implies an often
recurring act on the part of the
same persons” (Vincent’s Word
Studies, Vol. 4, p. 502). Yes, the
“assembling of the saints” to wor-
ship God must take place on the
first day of the week (Acts 20:7),
but this passage did not limit our
assembling to Sunday only!

Though there are some who

think little or nothing about not as-
sembling with the saints, there are
several other sins associated with
one’s forsaking the assembling of the
saints, besides the sin of violating a
“thou shalt not.”

When one forsakes the assembling
of the saints, he cannot “speak” and
“teach” brethren through the singing
of praises to God (Eph. 5:19; Col.
3:16). He cannot pray with the breth-
ren, nor “Amen” a prayer which asks
God’s blessings on the sick, the breth-
ren assembled, etc. He cannot partake
of the Lord’s Supper when he is not
there (Acts 2:42), nor can he give of
his means as is commanded of God (I
Cor. 16:1-2). When one fails to as-
semble, it shows there is someone or
something he prefers over God, which
violates Matthew 22:37-40 and 6:33.
One who will refuse to assemble with
the saints failsto show a proper exam-
ple to his children (Eph. 6:4). How
can we expect our children to please
and follow the Lord’s commands
when they do not see their parents
doing it? Furthermore, remember that
we have an influence upon fellow
Chrigtians and those in the world
(Matt. 5:14-16). What message am |
sending to people when they know |
am a Christian, and see me out mow-
ing the yard, playing, working, loaf-
ing, etc., during times when | ought to
be assembled with the saints?

Answering Common Questions
Sometimes, people will ask vari-

ous questions related to this subject. Some
are vaid, some are just trying to excuse
their behavior. Dear ones, examine your-
selves, and see where you fall. Someone
might ask, “What If | Am Sick?’ Brethren,
if you’re incapacitated in some way, or
have a contagious disease; if you have a
fever, etc., then please stay home. Some-
one who is so sick that they cannot get out
of bed should not be in services. At the
same time, THINK: Would the condition |
am alowing to keep me home from ser-
vices keep me home from work, too?

Someone else asks, “What If It Is An
Emergency?’ If there is an emergency,
then truly we cannot make it. | have had
two such “emergencies” in the last 5 years
which kept both my wife and | from as-
sembling with the saints. However, one
does not have emergencies every week.

A most common question is: “What If |
Have To Work?” If we are speaking of an
American under 21 and living at home, |
deny that they HAVE to work. Their work
is a help at times, and produces “fun”
money, but it’s not a necessity. Their
schedule can be arranged to serve God
first, or they can find another job. To those
who are earning a living and providing for
afamily (I Tim. 5:8), please note that U.S.
law states that employers MUST alow
their employees time off to worship God.
However, at times YOU must take the ini-
tiative and ask for that time. Therefore,
even on 7-day swing shifts, we can till
make it to the worship serviceif we try!
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One Way We Spread The Gospel:

| want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse!

Z Come and meet with the church at Southside.
Our addressis; 2920 New Hartford Rd. Owensboro, KY 42303.

MEETING TIMES:

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Wor ship
Wednesday Evening Bible Study

9:30 am
10:20 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Don’t forget the call-in radio program on WBIO, FM 94.7, Sunday afternoon
from 12:30-1:00 pm. Call: 683-5200 with your Bible question.

Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs

Phone: (270) 683-5386

"Thus saththe LMD Sand yeintheways, andseg, and askfar the dd peths, whereis the goadway, andwalk therein andye sl find rest far your sauis.” (Jer. 6.6)



http://www.southside-churchofchrist.com
http://www.southside-churchofchrist.com

